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Links to the countryside & natural spaces

The neighbourhood plan area boasts high quality natural 
habitats where woodlands coexist with arable fields. 

Actions: 

•	 Create links with the countryside. In edge locations, 
consider connecting all streets to the network of 
public pathways and rights of way. 

•	 Consider rivers, watercourses and waterfronts as part 
of a network of natural spaces to reverse the effects of 
biodiversity fragmentation.

•	 Retain approach routes and the perception of the 
natural landscape when approaching the settlement, 
keeping the gradual transition from open spaces to 
built areas.  

Make use of the agricultural landscape

Actions: 

•	 Promote safe accessible paths & corridors within 
agricultural fields with the potential to connect rural 
settlements to their hinterland.

New developments 

Actions: 

•	 Make the best use of existing public transport services 
and improve safe walking and cycling paths. 

•	 Locate development where the need to travel will be 
minimised. 

•	 Limit any significant impacts from and to the 
development of the highways and transportation 
network.

•	 Maximise road and street network connectivity.

Ickleford is surrounded by arable 
fields and natural spaces. Safe and 
accessible corridors within the 
fields can improve the connectivity 
of the NP area

Include natural assets in a network 
of public pathways and rights of 
way

Make the best use of existing 
public transport services and 
improve safe walking and cycling 
paths that connect all parts of 
Ickleford

Locate development where the 
need to travel will be minimised

Limit any significant impacts 
from and to the development of 
the highways and transportation 
network

Maximise road and street network 
connectivity, particularly If cul-de-
sacs are suggested

Consider the rivers, watercourses 
and waterfronts as part of a 
network of natural spaces
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NA.02 Green networks
Nature

Green networks

Green networks, corridors and linkages are widely seen as 
a key mechanism for reversing the effects of fragmentation 
on biodiversity. They also deliver a range of other social and 
environmental benefits, including enhancement of local 
landscape character, and greater opportunities for public 
access and recreational use. 

Actions: 

•	 Provide a connected network of private and public 
green spaces that includes generous and vegetated 
back and front gardens, public green spaces, fields 
and natural open spaces.

This code is applicable to the following area types:
(Those areas where it is applicable are highlighted in colour) A B C D E

Provide generous back and front gardens, with sufficient permeable surfaces to provide planting 
of local species of trees and shrubs. Include high-quality landscaping, new trees, and pollinator 
attractions amongst other measures to improve biodiversity

Local green spaces can be a key element to guarantee the 
connectivity of wildlife corridors. They should be carefully located 
in new developments to maximise their potential as such habitat 
connectors

Agricultural fields can provide 
essential hedgerows and trees 
and contribute to the resilience 
of green networks

Natural open spaces, historical landscapes 
and woodlands should be protected and 
safeguarded from unnecessary human 
action

Underline the importance of the Rivers Oughton and Hiz 
and the adjacent open spaces in enhancing biodiversity 
and providing leisure spaces for residents.

Enhance connectivity between 
the different elements of the 
green network, promoting 
a safe and comprehensive 
network of pedestrian and 
cycle paths
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NA.04 SuDS
Nature

Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems

Sustainable urban drainage systems or SuDS are 
designed to reduce the rate of rainwater run-off from new 
development, mitigating the risk of flooding elsewhere 
whilst delivering benefits for biodiversity, water quality 
and amenity. Ideally water needs to be captured for use on 
site for irrigation and non-potable uses. Where this is not 
possible schemes need to follow the hierarchy set out as 
follows in decreasing preference of measures, by which 
water is:

•	 Allowed to infiltrate into the ground. 

•	 Attenuated for gradual release to a water body.

•	 Released into a water sewer, highway drain, or another 
drainage system.

•	 Released into a combined sewer.

Actions:

•	 The approach to each site will depend on its density, 
the position of watercourses, the ground conditions 
including permeability, contamination and the 
sensitivity of groundwater receptors.

•	 It is particularly important that rain run-off does not 
drain directly into chalk rivers.

•	 SuDS need to be considered early in the design 
process to ensure efficient integration with other 
aspects of design such as public open space, 
biodiversity provision, and  highways so as to minimise 
the land needed. 

•	 Multi-functional SuDS need to be prioritised allowing 
for attenuation features which can also be used for 
biodiversity and recreation.

This code is applicable to the following area types:
(Those areas where it is applicable are highlighted in colour) A B C D E

Rainwater harvesting

Rain gardens

Permeable paving

Green roofs & walls

Swales

Ponds
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Connectivity

Coding item MO.01 relates to sustainable transport and access to the 
countryside. The masterplan has been developed to create and 
enhance public access connections with new PROW routes and open 
space links. Routes will be generous widths and appropriately 
surfaced, and feature informal play and social elements. 

▲ MO.01 Connectivity Diagram

◀ Proposed open space connectivity

▼ Green Link vignette

Sustainable drainage integrated into 
spatial design of Wetland Park and 
Green Link.

▶Wetland Park vignettes
▼ Green Link vignette

▼ Green infrastructure strategy ▼ Landscape Masterplan

SuDS

In line with NA.04 the masterplan design integrates SuDS into streets 
and spaces around the masterplan to maximise above ground 
conveyance. SuDS elements are interlinked with the wider green 
infrastructure network to ensure opportunities for biodiversity 
enhancement are created across the site.

Green Networks

NA.01 describes an approach to interconnected green space for the 
benefit of local biodiversity, ecological repair and communal amenity. 
The proposed masterplan is led by the creation interconnected green 
infrastructure and countryside links that bring new and local residents 
closer to nature.


