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This Landscape Design Report has been produced on behalf of 
Bugler Homes Ltd. to provide a landscape design for Icknield Fields, 
Land at Pound Farm, Ickleford, SG5 3RS. 

Description of Development
Hybrid application for a mixed-use development to provide a total of 
up to 230 dwellings, a residential care home (Use Class C2), an 
Independent Special School (ISS) and new sports pitch, with access 
from Bedford Road, landscaping, parking and SuDS comprising: 

Phase 1 – Application for full planning permission for the erection of 
100 dwellings, an ISS, new sports pitch and associated parking, 
landscaping, open space and SuDS; 

Phase 2 – An outline application on the remaining part of the site for 
the erection of up to 130 dwellings, a residential care home (Use 
Class C2) and associated works with access from Bedford Road (all 
matters reserved apart from access).

Revision 03 - Updated for planning.
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1. Local Context
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The site sits at the north west edge of Ickleford, with Bedford Road 
aligning the eastern boundary. Comprising a single field, the site is 
dissected by Icknield Way, which leads between Ickleford and Pirton 
to the west.
The application area is bounded by arable fields to the north and 
west and an allocated housing site beyond Bedford Road to the east. 
The field associated with the site continues south along the eastern 

half of the southern boundary, with the western portion bounding 
Ickleford, including the Ryder Way Allotments that sit centrally 
amongst housing.

Land falls around 10m from south to north, with a ditch at the low 
point along the northern boundary.

The western boundary has good vegetation cover along Bedford 
Road. Other boundaries are less well defined with broken tree and 
hedgerow cover to part of the west and south, and little green 
infrastructure definition to other.

The site is within two green belt designations and a SSSI impact zone 
related to Oughtonhead SSSI.

North
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2. Planning Context
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metric (which may be periodically updated) will be required for all development with negative 
impacts on biodiversity.  

7.40. All new development should seek to increase biodiversity for example by habitat creation or 
enhancement, whether or not significant harm to species or habitats is anticipated. Examples of how 
enhancements could be achieved include:  

• Planting native trees and species rich shrubs and hedgerows of local provenance 
• Creation of orchards, wildflower grasslands and nature reserves  
• Connecting existing habitats and enhancing migratory routes with additional planting (including 

green roofs and walls and hedgerows)  
• Creation of ponds  
• Provision of integrated roosting opportunities for bats and birds  
• River or stream restoration following guidance and advice from specialists, (e.g. the Herts and 

Middlesex Wildlife Trust) who can share best management practices. 
• Incorporating bat boxes etc into new buildings, particularly at the edges of the settlement.  

7.41. Where Sustainable Urban Drainage systems (SUDS) are required to serve new developments, every 
opportunity to design them for wildlife gain and link them into existing habitats should be taken.  

8. Historic Environment 
8.1. 88% of respondents to the questionnaire thought it very important to minimise the impact of 

development on historic buildings and the conservation area to conserve the Parish’s historical past 
and heritage for the future. 

8.2. Archaeology in the Parish is widespread and there are several designated archaeological areas. These 
historic assets are sufficiently protected by Policy HE4 of the Local Plan. 

Conservation Area and Listed Buildings 
8.3. The village has a great variety of historic buildings in style, age and building materials. The Parish has 

over 30 Grade I and Grade II listed structures and a conservation area located in the centre, covering 
an area across Arlesey Road, Turnpike Lane and Chambers Lane. Most of the Parish’s listed heritage 
can be found within the conservation area, with some farmhouses and barns extending to the north 
and south of the area. Many of these structures are cottages and farmhouses of significant 
architectural and historical value built between the 16th and 18th century. A key landmark in the 
village is the Grade I listed Church of St Katharine, which was first built in the 12th century and was 

Policy E4: Biodiversity  

Development should protect and enhance existing natural features of sites and habitats, and 
provide at least 10% net gain in biodiversity.  
 
As appropriate to their scale, nature and location, development proposals should: 
• provide proportionate species-related measures; 
• incorporate appropriate native species into landscaping schemes; and  
• establish links with existing wildlife corridors and deliver sustainable drainage solutions. 
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Recreation and Green Spaces 
10.26. The Parish has a reasonable number of greenspaces of different types, they range from formal 

equipped recreation grounds to sites that are protected by wildlife and/or common land 
designations. They include: 

• Ickleford Recreation Ground with its children’s play area, football, cricket, pétanque pitch 
• The enclosed green space of Little Park (behind St Katherine’s Close) 
• Natural open areas including Christmas Common (natural flower meadow), Whitsun Common and 

Ickleford Common  
• Upper Green and Lower Green 
• Other areas of registered common land around the village (see Annex 9) 
• Numerous footpaths and bridleways including the Icknield Way, Hicca Way, Hambridge Way and 

many other popular routes around the Parish used by walkers, horse riders and cyclists. Some of 
these routes traverse the lavender farm (see Annex 2). 

10.27. The Parish Council owns Upper Green (the central village green). Herts County Council leases the 
recreation grounds to the Parish Council who in turn lease them to Ickleford Sports and Recreation 
Club.   

10.28. Allotments are well used and located at Little Park behind St Katherine’s Close. They are owned by 
North Herts District Council and managed by Ickleford Parish Council. 

Policy C1: Community Facilities 

The provision of new community facilities will be supported. 
 
Insofar as planning permission is required, proposals for the improvement, extension or partial 
replacement or redevelopment of buildings, structures and land use for community purposes 
will be supported where their design respects the character of the village and will not have an 
unacceptable impact on the amenities of residential properties in the immediate locality. 
 
The Plan identifies the following key community facilities: 

• The Village Hall 
• Ickleford Stores 
• The Sport and Recreation Club 
• The Old George Public House and carpark 
• The Plume of Feathers Public House and car park 
• The Cricketers Public House and carpark 
• Bus shelters 

 
Proposals for the conversion, demolition or change of use of the identified key community 
facilities to non-community uses will only be supported if it can be clearly demonstrated that:  

• the facility’s continued use is no longer viable, and evidence has been provided that the 
property has been actively marketed, commensurate with its use at an open market 
value for a period of at least 12 months; or  

• an alternative or new facility is provided that is equivalent in use and scale to the 
facility which would be lost and that it is in an appropriate location.  
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Design Codes

Ickleford

MO.01 Connectivity
Movement

2c

D
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n 

co
de

s This code is applicable to the following area types:
(Those areas where it is applicable are highlighted in colour) A B C D E

Links to the countryside & natural spaces

The neighbourhood plan area boasts high quality natural 
habitats where woodlands coexist with arable fields. 

Actions: 

•	 Create links with the countryside. In edge locations, 
consider connecting all streets to the network of 
public pathways and rights of way. 

•	 Consider rivers, watercourses and waterfronts as part 
of a network of natural spaces to reverse the effects of 
biodiversity fragmentation.

•	 Retain approach routes and the perception of the 
natural landscape when approaching the settlement, 
keeping the gradual transition from open spaces to 
built areas.  

Make use of the agricultural landscape

Actions: 

•	 Promote safe accessible paths & corridors within 
agricultural fields with the potential to connect rural 
settlements to their hinterland.

New developments 

Actions: 

•	 Make the best use of existing public transport services 
and improve safe walking and cycling paths. 

•	 Locate development where the need to travel will be 
minimised. 

•	 Limit any significant impacts from and to the 
development of the highways and transportation 
network.

•	 Maximise road and street network connectivity.

Ickleford is surrounded by arable 
fields and natural spaces. Safe and 
accessible corridors within the 
fields can improve the connectivity 
of the NP area

Include natural assets in a network 
of public pathways and rights of 
way

Make the best use of existing 
public transport services and 
improve safe walking and cycling 
paths that connect all parts of 
Ickleford

Locate development where the 
need to travel will be minimised

Limit any significant impacts 
from and to the development of 
the highways and transportation 
network

Maximise road and street network 
connectivity, particularly If cul-de-
sacs are suggested

Consider the rivers, watercourses 
and waterfronts as part of a 
network of natural spaces

2m
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NA.07 Street planting
Nature

This code is applicable to the following area types:
(Those areas where it is applicable are highlighted in colour) A B C D E

Flower beds, bushes and shrubs

•	 Normally planted within the curtilage boundary, 
ornamental species add interest and colour to their 
surroundings and become an identity and expressive 
feature of each dwelling. The use of native species 
should be favoured to avoid the impact of invasive 
species on the biodiversity of local habitat. 

Hedges

•	 Hedgerows are normally used to mark property limits, 
they can also be planted in front of bare boundary 
walls to ease their visual presence. They can be 
used to conceal on-plot car parking and driveways 
within curtilages. They can also be used as protective 
barriers on gable ends facing windows onto the street.

Trees

•	 Trees can normally be used to mark reference points 
and as feature elements in the streetscape. When 
planted at intersections and key locations, they 
improve privacy whilst enhancing the wayfinding and 
distinctiveness of the area. These tend to be within 
property curtilages. 

•	 Trees should also be present in any public open space, 
green or play area to generate environmental and 
wildlife benefits. 

Planting standards

•	 The British Standard 5837: 2012 ‘Trees in relation 
to construction- Recommendations’ should be the 
reference document when considering new and 
existing trees on proposed development sites.

Actions:

•	 Existing trees should be retained as much as possible.

•	 The success of tree planting is more likely to be 
achieved when it has been carefully planned to work 
in conjunction with all parts of the new development, 
parking, buildings, street lights,etc.

Flower beds and ornamental bushes 
enrich the streetscape and contribute to 
the identity of a place

Hedges help to separate property 
boundaries, conceal car parking from view 
and create visual protection to gable ends 
and bare boundary walls

Trees can help with wayfinding and should 
be an integral part of any public open 
green space

54AECOM
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North Hertfordshire Local Plan 2011-2031 
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9 Design 

 Policy D1: Sustainable design 

Planning permission will be granted provided that development proposals: 

a) Respond positively to the site’s local context; 

b) Take all reasonable opportunities, consistent with the nature and 
scale of the scheme, to: 

i. create or enhance public realm; 

ii. optimise the potential of the site by incorporating Sustainable 
Drainage Systems (SuDS); 

iii. reduce energy consumption and waste; 

iv. retain existing vegetation and propose appropriate new 
planting; 

v. maximise accessibility, legibility and physical and social 
connectivity both internally and with neighbouring areas;  

vi. future proof for changes in technology and lifestyle; 

vii. design-out opportunities for crime and anti-social behaviour; 
and 

viii. minimise the visual impact of street furniture and parking 
provision;  

c) Have regard to the Design SPD, and any other relevant guidance; 

d) Within Letchworth Garden City have regard to the Letchworth 
Garden City Design Principles contained in Appendix 5; and 

 

e) For residential schemes, meet or exceed the nationally described 
space standards and optional water efficiency standards. 

9.1 National guidance states that planning should achieve high quality and 
inclusive design for all development.  Development proposals should consider 
the potential for minimising their impact on the environment both during 
construction and throughout the life of the development whilst creating 
development that responds to and enhances its surroundings. It’s also 
recognised that good quality design is essential for health and well-being. 

9.2 Development must respond positively to the site and the local context taking 
into consideration position, orientation, scale, height, layout, massing, 
detailing and use of materials.  

9.3 A Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) should be undertaken to 
assess the significance and effect of development proposals on the landscape 
and peoples views and visual amenity.  Design and Access Statements (DAS) 
are required for most planning applications. A DAS require applicants to 

The following pages introduce key planning documents and their 
influence on landscape design.

Local Plan 2011-2031

The local plan provides county-wide policies informing development 
and prioritises protecting and enhancing green infrastructure, 
biodiversity, and landscape character. It promotes sustainable, high-
quality public realm design and the integration of nature within 
development.  Key policies are:

• NE2 Landscape: Ensures development respects local landscape 
character, protects key features, and includes long-term 
maintenance to enhance visual quality and environmental integrity.

• NE6 New and Improved Open Space: Supports developments 
that create or enhance open spaces meeting local needs, 
incorporating landscape buffers and sustainable design with clear 
management plans.

• D1 Sustainable Design: Encourages developments that integrate 
green infrastructure, retain vegetation, use SuDS, and enhance 
public realm through high-quality, sustainable design responding 
to local character.

Ickleford Neighbourhood Plan 2022-2035

Policies specific to Ickleford provide key guidance for establishing a 
design and ensuring proposals are in keeping with the Parish 
landscape. The plan’s overarching goal is to preserve Ickleford’s rural 
landscape, protect views, and sustain biodiversity within and around 
open spaces. Key policies relating to the site’s landscape design are:

• Policy E2: Protecting the Landscape - All developments must 
protect and enhance the landscape, including chalk streams, 
trees, hedgerows, and water features. Landscape analysis must 
accompany planning proposals.

• Policy E3: Rural Character - New development must reflect the 
village’s rural setting, maintaining natural features, scale, and 
openness.

• Policy C2: Recreation and Green Spaces - Any loss of green or 
recreational space must be compensated with equivalent or better 
provision. Enhancements to existing open spaces are encouraged.

• Related to open space - Developments must meet existing Local 
Plan standards for open space and contribute to improved 
access, management, and design.

Ickleford Design Code Final Report 2023

Parish-specific coding is provided for the borough on all general 
aspects of urban design. Guidance on development arrangement, 
connectivity, SuDS, public realm and nature. The design will follow the 
coding principles set out in the design development.

Key reference points for the masterplan and landscape design:

• MO.01: Create 
countryside links that 
encourage public access 
and integrate contextually 
relevant natural features.

• MO.03: Ensure the 
developments have 
legible layouts for intuitive 
wayfinding.

• NA.02: Create 
interconnected green 
spaces that promote 
access to the countryside 
and biodiversity 
enhancement.

• NA.04: Integrate SuDS as 
part of the spatial design 
for the benefit of 
placemaking, ecological 
enhancement and to limit 
discharge or rain water 
into the wider system, 
including chalk streams.

• NA.05&06: Biodiversity 
enhancements and 
compliance with BNG 
legislation

• NA.07 Retain existing 
trees and propose new 
planting as part of place 
structure.

• NA.08 Where space 
permits propose species 
diverse native mixes of 
new woodland planting in 
wavy rows.
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3. North Herts’ Sustainability and Climate Change Strategies 

Greenspace Management 
Strategy 

2022-2027

Greenspace is the 

natural environment 

that provides the 

setting in which 

we live, work 
and play

North Herts Council 
Climate Change Strategy
2022-2027

Sustainability Strategy
2025 - 2030

£

North Herts have published a suit of documents that set out their approach to climate change, sustainability and biodiversity enhancement, 
and green space management. These are briefly summarised below and will be used as reference points for the landscape design

NHDC-1506 NHDC Sustainability Strategy 2025-30_V5

This document provides guidance on the council’s aspirations and actions around climate change, biodiversity and sustainability. This sets a 
tone that can be responded to with the development to support North Herts in their sustainability challenges.

NHDC-811 NHDC Climate change Strategy 2022-27_V3

This document establishes the council’s position on the climate challenge and discusses actions to be taken in addressing climate change. 
This includes ‘Inspiring the Community’, which involves encouraging sustainable lifestyles of the North Herts’ citizens. A sustainable approach 
to this development will help further these aspirations.

Green Space Management Strategy 2022-2027

This strategy sets out goals for the management of (predominantly) North Herts’ green space. This serves as a useful reference point for the 
LPA’s aims and types of spaces they might maintain should any of the development’s open spaces be considered for adoption.
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4. Landscape Themes

Green Infrastructure and Habitat Diversity
Habitat creation through varied and interconnected landscapes. A 
tapestry of species rich planting layers weave through the site to 
benefit local fauna.

Sustainable and Verdant Streets and Spaces
Celebrating and expressing climate resilient design throughout the 
build environment, including native planting, habitat creation, recycled 
materials, and visible and active sustainable drainage.

Landscape Connections
Landscape spaces that connect people with the natural world 
through play and informal social recreation, sensory planting, 
opportunities for foraging and growing, and countryside links.
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Reinforced Green Belt EdgePublic Right of Way Links Primary Street

Reinforcing a new green belt 
edge with green and blue 
infrastructure at a currently 
open edge, safeguards future 
encroachment and softens 
views of Icklefords suburban 
fringe. This also creates the 
opportunity for informal 
amenity, water management 
and biodiversity 
enhancement.

Public rights of way between 
Pirton and Ickleford provide 
access to the countryside 
but dog-leg oddly at Bedford 
Road, with the highway 
section unpleasant in 
character. Inline with Design 
Code aspirations, 
development offers an 
opportunity to make stronger 
countryside connections, 
including with the local 
allotment.

Key

Existing public right of way

No onward public route

Local landscape destinations

Positive strategic PROW 
connection 

Beneficial strategic open 
space links

Key

Green belt wrapping around 
site

Green and blue infrastructure 
reinforcing green belt

Road edge buffer

Key

Ickleford arrival moment

Primary lane allowing 
connection to allotment

A new road network could 
contribute to marking an 
arrival at Ickleford proper 
(misaligned with an IC3 
junction), and redefine the 
current PROW access point. 
A lane within the 
development would connect 
to Ryder Way allotments.

5. Key Moves
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Open Space NetworkGreen Infrastructure Strategy Development Parcels

Led by green infrastructure, 
a series of ecologically rich, 
interconnected public open 
spaces are proposed, set 
around an improved PROW. 
Wet woodlands, landscape 
learning spaces, meadows, 
play areas, parkland walks 
and green streets become 
the woven tapestry of 
landscape-led open spaces 
and community amenities.

Largely devoid of landscape 
features, the site presents an 
opportunity for ecological 
repair through the creation of 
a diverse network of green 
infrastructure and habitats.
Meadows along key routes, a 
hedgerow lattice connecting 
adjacent GI corridors, 
wetland areas at low points 
and tree belts at boundaries 
will provide significant 
biodiversity enhancement.

Key

Wet-woodland at low edge

Meadow edges

Bedford Road Buffer

Green link through site

Scattered trees

Hedgerow lattice connecting 
to adjacent hedgerows

Key

Public open space links 
across and around site

Green link as part of wider 
countryside network

Meadow edge linear park

Wet-woodland park

Green lanes

Primary play 

Secondary play

Educational landscape

Key

Residential parcel

School location

Formal sports associated 
with school

Primary and secondary 
streets

Fitting with the green 
infrastructure network, 
housing parcels and the SEN 
school will connect to the 
landscape and facilitate 
ecological connectivity.

6. Key Moves Continued
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7. Landscape Strategy

The landscape strategy proposes a series of interconnected public 
green spaces developed to enhance local biodiversity, the 
community’s access to nature, and provide a sympathetic setting for 
new homes and a special educational needs (SEN) school.

The open spaces will be discussed in 4 subtly distinct character areas 
that establish a patchwork of landscape and habitat types: Green 
Link, Bedford Road Park, Wetland Park and Meadow Edge

1. New development access point at the edge of Ickleford.
2. Improved public right of way alignment connecting to onward 

route via Bedford Road crossing.
3. Green Link through centre of site along Icknield Way.
4. Wetland habitat space within public open spaces.
5. Primary development play area.
6. Meadow links around site, filling in gaps of existing planting. 
7. Connection to Ryder Way allotments.
8. Secondary play spaces.
9. Bedford Road linear park route
10. SEN school facility
11. Artificial turf sports pitch
12. Wetland Park along northern boundary 
13. Nature learning spaces adjacent to school
14. Location for pitch expansions, proposed as open space at day 

one, with space available for up to 2 additional sports pitches
15. Tree and hedge lined streets through housing parcels

Wetland Park

Bedford Road Park

Green Link

Meadow Edge

1

2

3

3

3

4

4

5

6

7

8
8

9

9

10
11

12

12

13

14

14

15

15

15

15


