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1.0 INTRODUCTION  

 
1.1 This document provides a pre-determination archaeological geo-physical survey for 

Land at Park Field, Royston Hertfordshire SG8 7NJ (Figure 1) undertaken on behalf 

of Countryside Properties plc. 

 
1.2 The requirement for per-determination geo-physical survey was communicated in 

pre-application responses from North Hertfordshire District Council. 

 
1.3 The pre-application response indicated that both geo-physical survey and trial 

trenching would be required pre-determination.   

 
1.4 However the results of the geo-physical survey do not reveal archaeology of the 

significance assumed in the pre-application response and as such it is considered 

that, in conformity with National and Local Planning Policy, any further 

archaeological requirements can be secured by archaeological planning condition(s). 

 
1.5 There is no evidence from the geo-physical survey or the Hertfordshire Historic 

Environment Records search, undertaken as part of the archaeological desk-based 

assessment for the site (Figure 2) to support the assertion that the site is “in the 

middle of a large scale prehistoric funerary landscape”. 
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2.0 NATIONAL & LOCAL POLICY FRAMEWORK  

 
The National Planning Policy Framework (Conserving and enhancing the 

historic environment) 

 
2.1 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states that planning should operate to 

encourage and not act as an impediment to sustainable growth. Section 12: Conserving 

and enhancing the historic environment) indicates that in determining applications local 

planning authorities should require an applicant to describe the significance of any 

heritage assets affected, including any contribution made by their setting. 
 

“The level of detail should be proportionate to the assets’ 
importance and no more than is sufficient to understand the 
potential impact of the proposal on their significance.  As a 
minimum the relevant historic environment record should have 
been consulted and the heritage assets assessed using 
appropriate expertise where necessary.  Where a site on which 
development is proposed includes or has the potential to 
include heritage assets with archaeological interest, local 
planning authorities should require developers to submit an 
appropriate desk-based assessment and, where necessary, a 
field evaluation.” (Paragraph 128) 

 

2.3 In addition to the information that is required to be submitted with a planning 

application, the NPPF indicates that local planning authorities should identify and assess 

the particular significance of any heritage asset that may be affected by a proposal 

(including by development affecting the setting of a heritage asset) taking account of 

the available evidence and any necessary expertise (Paragraph 129). 

 
2.4 In determining planning applications, local planning authorities should take account of: 

 
 “the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of 

heritage assets; 
 the positive contribution that conservation of heritage assets 

can make to sustainable communities; and 
 the desirability of new development making a positive 

contribution to local character and distinctiveness.” (Paragraph 
131) 

 
2.5 The NPPF also provides that, when considering the impact of a proposed development 

on the significance of a designated heritage asset, weight should be given to the asset’s 

conservation. The more important the asset, the greater the weighting should be.  The 

NPPF states that the significance of a heritage asset can be harmed or lost through 

alteration or destruction of the heritage asset or development within its setting and sets 

out that; 

“As heritage assets are irreplaceable, any harm or loss should 
require clear and convincing justification.  Substantial harm to 
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or loss of a grade II listed building, park or garden should be 
exceptional. Substantial harm to or loss of designated heritage 
assets of the highest significance, notably scheduled 
monuments, protected wreck sites, battlefields, grade I and 
II* listed buildings, grade I and II* registered parks and 
gardens, and World Heritage Sites, should be wholly 
exceptional.” (Paragraph 132) 

2.6 The NPPF (Paragraph 135) also sets out that the effect of an application on the 

significance of a non-designated heritage asset should be taken into account in 

determining the application. In weighing applications that affect directly or indirectly 

non designated heritage assets, a balanced judgement will be required having regard to 

the scale of any harm or loss and the significance of the heritage asset. 

 
2.7 Paragraph 139 sets out that non-designated heritage assets of archaeological interest 

that are of equivalent significance to scheduled monuments, should be considered 

subject to the policies for designated heritage assets. 
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North Hertfordshire District Council Local Plan (adopted 1996/written 

statement 2007)  

 
2.8 The introduction to the North Hertfordshire District Council Local Plan states; 

 
“Following the publication of the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) in March 2012, policies in the North 
Hertfordshire District Council Local Plan need to be considered 
alongside those of the NPPF. Policies which are inconsistent 
with the NPPF will have less weight applied to them. The 
Council believes that most policies in the Local Plan remain 
broadly consistent with the NPPF and therefore still have 
significant weight in determining applications.” 

2.9 The North Hertfordshire District Council Local Plan (adopted 1996/written statement 

2007) includes the following regarding archaeological remains 

 
“Policy 16: Areas of Archaeological Significance and other 
Archaeological Areas. 

 
For Archaeological Areas, the Council may require a 
preliminary evaluation of any potential archaeological remains 
before deciding to permit or to refuse development proposals. 
For Areas of Archaeological Significance, a preliminary 
evaluation will be required as part of the application for 
development which could disturb any possible archaeological 
remains. To assess the archaeological value of specific sites, 
the Council will seek expert advice. 

 
If the site is judged to be nationally important, and the 
remains should be left undisturbed, the Council will normally 
refuse development proposals which adversely affect the site 
or its setting. 
 
On other sites, the Council may permit development proposals 
with conditions and/or a formal or informal agreement, 
depending on the archaeological value, to provide: 
 
i. an excavation before development; and/or 
 
ii. facilities and an agreed period of time for access to the site 
for an investigation and/or a for ‘observation’ of the 
groundworks as development progresses by someone 
appointed by the Council; and/or 
 
iii. other measures as necessary; and/or 
 
iv. a contribution from the developer towards the funding of 
any relevant investigation.” 

 

2.10 The Proposals Plan with the North Hertfordshire District Council Local Plan does not 

identify that the development site is in an Area of Archaeological Significance. 
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3.0 RESULTS OF THE GEO-PHYSICAL SURVEY 
 
3.1 The archaeological background to the site was set out in the desk-based 

assessment (CgMS 2015). 

 
3.2 Geo-physical survey (Tigergeo 2016b) – see Appendix 1 - concludes that there is 

little of archaeological interest in the magnetic data aside from the activity 

recorded in the north-east corner of the site. 

 
3.3 As a result of this data it is considered that in line with Local and National; 

Planning Policy, the Local Planning Authority could secure any further 

archaeological requirements through the placing of archaeological planning 

condition(s) on any consent that may be granted. 
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4.0 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

 
4.1 Pre application planning requirements have resulted in a pre-determination geo-

physical survey being undertaken on the site. 

 
4.2 The geo-physical survey (Tigergeo 2016b) – see Appendix 1 - concludes that 

there is little of archaeological interest in the magnetic data aside from the activity 

recorded in the north-east corner of the site. 

 
4.3 The Council believes that most policies in the Local Plan remain broadly consistent 

with the NPPF and therefore still have significant weight in determining 

applications.  

 
4.4 Local Planning Policy states that for Archaeological Areas, the Council may require 

a preliminary evaluation of any potential archaeological remains before deciding to 

permit or to refuse development proposals.  The Proposals Plan with the North 

Hertfordshire District Council Local Plan does not identify that the development 

site is in an Archaeological Area or Area of Archaeological Significance. 

 
4.5 The Local Plan also states that on other sites, the Council may permit 

development proposals with conditions and/or a formal or informal agreement, 

depending on the archaeological value.  This is considered appropriate on this 

site. 
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