
Ex-councillor
pleads guilty
to sex offences

A former Stevenage Borough coun-
cillor has admitted to three counts of
making indecent images.

Conor McGrath, 29, who now lives in
Biggleswade, pleaded guilty to having
515 indecent images of children, which
were found on his iPhone and iPad,
Stevenage Magistrates’ Court heard on
Wednesday (March 25).

The court heard that police seized
several of McGrath’s devices at his
home on March 25 last year in connec-
tion with an unrelated matter.

In mitigation, McGrath’s solicitor

said the defendant “suffered trauma in
his childhood” and has “fragile mental
health”.

District Judge Alan Thorn told the
defendant the matters fell outside his
sentencing powers in the magistrates
court and the matter would be sent to
Crown court.

He served as a Labour councillor for
Stevenage Borough Council’s Bedwell
ward formore than twoyears fromJan-
uary 2023 until April 28 last year.

Heresignedhiscouncilseat fourdays
later, on May 2, and stopped working as
an aide to Kevin Bonavia, Stevenage’s
Labour MP, at around the same time.
�Full story: Page 8
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ALCOHOL&Licensing PLANNING PLANNING

LICENSING ACT 2003
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR

A PREMISES LICENCE
Notice is hereby given that Hartsfield JMI School
has applied to North Hertfordshire District Council
for a premises licence in respect of:
Hartsfield JMI School, Clothall Road, Baldock,
Hertfordshire, SG7 6PB
The application is to permit: The exhibition of films:
Sun to Thur 10:00 – 21:00, Fri and Sat 10:00 –
22:00, Live music and recorded music: Sun to Thur
12:00 – 20:00, Fri and Sat 12:00 – 00:00. The sale
of alcohol: Sun to Thur 12:00 – 22:00, Fri and Sat
12:00 – 00:00
Any person wishing to make representations
in relation to this application may do so
in writing to the Licensing Authority at:
licensing@north-herts.gov.uk
Representations must be made no later than
20th April 2026 . The application may be viewed at
the offices of the Licensing Authority during normal
office hours or online where applicable.
It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a
false statement in connection with an application. A
person is liable to an unlimited fine on conviction
should such a false statement be made.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE)

(ENGLAND) ORDER 2015
NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 13 OF APPLICATION

FOR PLANNING PERMISSION
Proposed development at: Land at London Road,
Gosmore, Hertfordshire, SG4 7RE. Take notice
that application is being made by: Hornbeam
Homes Ltd. For planning permission to: Residential
development, parking, landscaping and access.
Local Planning Authority to whom the application
is being submitted: North Hertfordshire District
Council, Council Offices, Gernon Road, Letchworth
Garden City, SG6 3JF Any owner of the land
or tenant who wishes to make representations
about this application should write to the Council
within 21 days of the date of this notice. Signed:
Robert Shrimplin on behalf of Shrimplin Planning &
Development. On behalf of: Hornbeam Homes Ltd.
Date: 26.03.2026
Statement of owner’s rights
The grant of planning permission does not affect
owner’s rights to retain or dispose of their property,
unless there is some provision to the contrary in an
agreement or in a lease.
Statement of agricultural tenants’ rights
The grant of planning permission for non-
agricultural development may affect agricultural
tenants security of tenure.
‘Owner’ means a person having a freehold interest
or a leasehold interest the unexpired term of which
is not less than seven years. ‘Tenant’ means a
tenant of an agricultural holding any part of which
is comprised in the land.

Licensing Act 2003
Notice is hereby given that Poppy O’Neil has
applied to North Hertfordshire District Council
for the variation of a premises licence under the
Licensing Act 2003 in respect of Spoke Cycles CC,
Ridge Farm, Rabley Heath Road, Codicote, AL6
9UA.
This application is for the extension of days and
hours pertaining to the sale of alcohol.
Representations relating to this application must
be made in writing to North Hertfordshire District
Council, Licensing P O Box 7075 Manchester M28
8JX or by email to licensing@north-herts.gov.uk by
no later than 17th April 2026.
All relevant representations, including names and
addresses, will be supplied to the applicant and
included in a public report.
The full application can be inspected at the
Council Offices during normal working hours
by prior appointment only or can be viewed on
the Council public register available online at
www.north-herts.gov.uk
It is an offence on summary conviction
to knowingly or recklessly make a false
statement in connection with this application,
the maximum fine for which is £5,000
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