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The house i s  la id  across  two f loor leve ls , the ground 
f loor and the lower ground f loor. Th is  i s  on ly  poss ible 
because the natur a l  topogr aphy of  the s i te  s lopes by 
3 .5m from i t s  h ighest  po int  on the western boundar y 
to the lowest  point  in  the eastern boundar y. 

The house lower ground f loor i s  s ing le  aspect  wi th 
access  to v iews , l i ght  and a i r  on the east  e levat ion of 
the house on ly. 

The reason for  lower ing the house into the s i te  i s 
to min imise i t  v i s ible  mass  f rom outs ide the s i te 
and in  par t icu l r  f rom Hitch in Road to the west  and 
the Dower House to the south . By creat ing a  lower 
ground f loor the sca le  of  the proposed new house i s 
lar ge ly  h idden be low the top of  the boundar y wa l l  to 
Hi tch in Road which min imises  i t s  v i sua l  impact  f rom 
sur round v iewpoints  of  s ign i f i cance . Th is  can be seen 
in  the cross  sect ions shown on the fo l lowing pages .
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To enable judgements  to be made regard ing the 
v i sua l  impact  of  the proposa l s  f rom key v iew points 
around the s i te  a  ser ies  of  ver i f ied v iews have been 
produced to i l lus t r ate the extent  of  v i s ib i l i ty  o f  the 
proposa l s . The two images shown on th i s  page and 
the next  are two senst ive v iewpoints . 

These ver i f ied v iews fo l low ver y s t r ic t  sur vey and 
compos i t ion cr i ter ia  for  accur ate representat ion 
and the document produced by Pegasus should be 
re fer red to for  greater  deta i l  on th i s  methodology. 

The f i r s t  v iew shows the proposed new house in  a 
wire f r ame with a  dotted or ange l ine . 

The second v iew shows how the new trees wi l l 
appear one year  a f ter  p lant ing .

The th i rd v iew shows how the new trees wi l l  appear 
15 year s  a f ter  p lant ing . 

These three v iews i l lus t r ate how the proposed house 
i s  a lmost  complete ly  h idden beh ind the ex is t ing 
boundar y wa l l  which means i t  wi l l  have no v i sua l 
impact  of  s ign i f i cance f rom Hitch in Road .

1 .  E X I S T I N G  V I E W  -  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 4

2 .  P R O P O S E D  V I E W  -  Y E A R  1  P O S T  C O N S T R U C T I O N

3 .  P R O P O S E D  V I E W  -  Y E A R  1 5  P O S T  C O N S T R U C T I O N
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View 1 shows the ex is t ing s i te  as  i t  was seen in 
Febr uar y 2024.

V iew 2 shows how the s i te  would appear one year 
post  constr uct ion .

V iew 3 shows how the s i te  would appear 15 year s 
a f ter  constr uct ion when the new trees have matured .

These three v iews i l lus t r ate how the proposed house 
has ver y min imal  v i sua l  impact  when v iewed f rom the 
pathway a longs ide the Dower House . The proposed 
house i s  on ly  ver y s l i ght ly  v i s ible , most  of  what  can 
be seen i s  new hedg ing and p leached trees around 
the ar r iva l  cour tyard which blend into the the 
sur rounding landscape . By year  15 the new trees are 
c lear ly  v i s ible  and are seen in  concer t  wi th the copse 
of  t rees to the east  of  the wal led garden .

1 .  E X I S T I N G  V I E W  -  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 4

2 .  P R O P O S E D  V I E W  -  Y E A R  1  P O S T  C O N S T R U C T I O N

3 .  P R O P O S E D  V I E W  -  Y E A R  1 5  P O S T  C O N S T R U C T I O N
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The chosen mater ia l  pa let te for  the house i s  l imi ted 
to two main mater ia l s  which are both l inked to the 
context  of  the s i te .

At  the ground f loor the externa l  wa l l s  are c lad in 
char red t imber which appear s  as  a  sh immer ing black 
co lour wi th a  r ich sur face texture . The char r ing 
process  makes the t imber ver y robust  as  i t  becomes 
rot  and pest  res i s tent , wi thout needing any regu lar 
maintenance wi th a  l i fespan of  over 80 year s .  

The char red t imber c ladd ing i s  f r amed at  the ground 
f loor leve l  wi th a  f r amewor k of  cha lky co loured long 
format br ickwor k which comes up f rom the wal l s  a t 
the lower ground f loor leve l . 

The char red t imber c ladd ing ar r anged ver t ica l ly  i s  a 
re ference to the ta l l  s l im trees of  the Scots  p ine that 
once f i l led the s i te  and can be seen in  the ad jacent 
t ree p lantat ion of  Wain Wood. 

The cha lky co loured br ickwor k i s  a  re ference to the 
under l t ing cha lk  r ich so i l  condi t ions found in  the 
ground in th i s  par t  o f  Bedfordsh i re , which i s  jus t 
outs ide the far  eastern t ip  of  the Chi l terns , a  natur a l 
cha lk  escarpment and area of  outstand ing natur a l 
beauty (AONB) .

Other mater ia l s  wi l l  inc lude s l id ing g lass  door s 
wi th meta l  f r ames in  a  dar k grey co lour and meta l 
cappings  to the roof  par apets , aga in in  a  dar k grey 
meta l  f in i sh . 

The main roof  to the house wi l l  be p lanted wi th wi ld 
f lower s and the roof  over the she l tered par k ing wi l l 
cons i s t  o f  an ar r ay photo vo l ta ic  pane ls  la id  at  a  ver y 
sha l low p i tch so as  to be unseen . 
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In  1908 S i r  Edwin Lutyens was commiss ioned to 
des ign some a l ter at ions and la ter, in  1911 , to des ign 
an extens ion to the Temple Dins ley manor house . 
For the extens ion he wor ked a longs ide h i s  f r iend 
and long term col laborator Getr ude Geky l l , who 
deve loped some concepts  for  a  number of  ter r aced 
lawns to the west  and nor th s ides of  the main house 
as  wel l  as  a  rose garden in  c lose prox imity  to the 
west  wing .

I t  was Lutyens f i rm be l ie f  that  good houses can on ly 
be cons idered as  such when des igned in  concer t 
wi th a  good landscape and h i s  por t fo l io has  many 
examples of  gr and houses wi th a  s t rong re la t ionsh ip 
between the house and sur rounding landscape 
gardens . 

Lutyens a l so commonly used she l tered cour tards as 
an int imate ar r iva l  space and de l iber ate ly  seper ate 
f rom the main landscape which i s  on ly  revea led la ter 
upon pass ing through the house when the gardens 
become revea led v ia  cur sor y g lances though lar ge 
windows . Three examples of  th i s  are Munstead Wood 
in Sur rey (1896) , Orchards in  Sur rey (1897) and 
Deaner y Gardens in  Sonning (1899) which can a l l  be 
seen in  these f igures . 

These proposa l s  for  the wal led garden a l so adopt 
the same use of  a  she l tered ar r iva l  cour t  f rom where 
on ly  pass ing through the house by foot wi l l  revea l 
the dr ammat ic  landscape v iews to the east .

These proposa l s  a l so adopt the not ion that  a  good 
house i s  on ly  as  such when i t  re la tes  to a good 
garden and in  th i s  case the re la t ionshop between 
house and garden i s  symbiot ic  in  as  much as  they 
wor k in  tandem, but  they would not have the same 
va lue as  ind iv idua l  p ieces of  des ign were they not 
combined . Th is  i s  someth ing of  d i rect  in f luence f rom 
Edwin Lutyens .

Munstead Wood (1896)

Deanery Gardens (1899)

Orchards (1897)

The Walled Garden House
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As an ode to S i r  Edwin Lutyens the main s ta i rcase 
to the proposed new house has been des igned as 
a  sp i r a l  which i s  a  re ference to h i s  famous sp i r a l 
s ta i rcase at  the Ned Hote l  in  the Ci ty  of  London, 
or ig ina l ly  des igned as  the head quar ter s  of  the 
Mid land Bank (1924) .

These two images show the two sp i r a l  s ta i r s , a lbe i t 
o f  var y ing he ights  and s ty les . 

Spiral staircase included in these proposals. Spiral staircase at the Ned Hotel in London.

44

R E F E R E N C E S 1 1



45

1 2 .  A C C E S S



A C C E S S
1 2 . 1

1 2 . 2

1 2 . 3

The house i s  la id  out  across  two f loor leve ls , wi th 
no other interna l  changes in  leve l . Th is  i s  to prov ide 
a cons i s tent ly  leve l  sur face wi th min imal  access 
bar r ier s  a l lowing those who may have mobi l i ty 
impa i rments  to nav igate around the house as  f ree ly 
and un iver sa l ly  as  poss ible . 

A l i f t  has  been inc luded in  the des ign to a l low access 
between leve ls  for  those who are unable to use 
e i ther  the sp i r a l  or  s t r a ight  s ta i r s  inc luded in  these 
proposa l s .

The intent ion i s  for  the house to wor k for  a l l 
mobi l i ty  needs across  ever y gener at ion of  bu i ld ing 
user  and as  such i t  wi l l  comply wi th a l l  the 
access ib i l i ty  leg i s la t ion as  set  out  in  Par t  M of  the 
Bu i ld ing Regu lat ions and BS8300. 

1 2
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