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Poor Area Moderate Area Good Area

Small 0.0000 224 0.9120 0.0000
Medium 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Large 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Very large 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000
Total 0 0.0000 224 0.9120 0 0.0000
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77.79%  

35.42%  

0.00%  

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

Target Baseline Units
10.00% 26.44
10.00% 8.34
10.00% 0.00

Spatial risk multiplier (SRM) deductions
Area habitat units 0.00

Hedgerow units 0.00

Watercourse units 0.00

FINAL RESULTS

Total net % change
(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Area habitat units

Hedgerow units

2.95

Watercourse units 0.00

Hedgerow units 0.00

Watercourse units 0.00

0.00Area habitat units

No additional area habitat units required to meet target  ✓
No additional hedgerow units required to meet target  ✓

No additional watercourse units required to meet target  ✓

Headline Results

On-site baseline
Area habitat units

Highover Farm, Hitchin - Phase 1

Hedgerow units 0.00

Watercourse units

On-site net change 
(units & percentage)

26.44

Hedgerow units 8.34

Watercourse units 0.00

On-site post-intervention
(Including habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Area habitat units 47.02
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0.00

Off-site net change
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Area habitat units 0.00

0.00

Hedgerow units 0.00
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(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Area habitat units 20.57

2.95

Watercourse units 0.00

Yes ✓
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(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Area habitat units 20.57
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Ecological 
baseline

Ref Broad Habi tat  Habi tat  Type Irreplaceable habi tat Area 
(hectares)

Dist inct iveness Score Condi t ion Score Strategic signi f icance Strategic 
signi f icance

Strategic 
signi f icance 

mult iplier

Total habi tat  
uni ts

Area 
retained

Area 
enhanced

Baseline 
uni ts 

retained

Baseline 
uni ts 

enhanced

Area habi tat  
lost

Uni ts lost User comments Planning authori ty comments Habi tat  reference 
number

1 Cropland Cereal crops No 13.1208 Low 2 Condition 
Assessment N/A

1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance

1 Same distinctiveness or better 
habitat required ≥

26.24 0 0 0.00 0.00 13.12 26.24 Fields F1 and F2

2 Cropland Cereal crops No 0.1006 Low 2 Condition 
Assessment N/A

1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance

1 Same distinctiveness or better 
habitat required ≥

0.20 0 0.1006 0.00 0.20 0.00 0.00 Fields F1 and F3

3 Grassland Modified grassland No 0.0002 Low 2 Moderate 2 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance

1 Same distinctiveness or better 
habitat required ≥

0.00 0 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 Small area of MG1

4
5
6
7
8
9

13.22 26.44 0.00 0.10 0.00 0.20 13.12 26.24
13.22

13.12

Select a uni t HectaresM² to hectares conversion tool:

Total habi tat  area 
Si te Area (Excluding area of  individual trees,  green walls,  inter t idal hard structures)

Area habitat summary

CommentsStrategic signi f icance

Required Action to Meet  
Trading Rules

Bespoke compensat ion agreed 
for  losses of  VHDH or  
i rreplaceable habi tat

M²

Total area lost  (excluding area of  individual 
trees,  green walls and inter t idal hard structures)

A-1 On-Site Habitat Baseline
Project Name: Highover Farm, Hitchin - Phase 1     Map Reference: 

Exist ing area habi tats Dist inct iveness Condi t ion 

20.57
77.79%
Yes ✓

Total Net Uni t  Change
Total Net % Change

Trading Rules Sat isf ied
Condense / Show Rows

Main Menu 

Condense / Show Columns



0.01

Ref Distinctiveness Condition Strategic significance Standard or adjusted time to target condition
Final time to 

target condition 
(years)

Final difficulty 
of creation 

User comments Planning authority comments
Habitat 

reference 
number

1 Grassland Modified grassland 0.2699 Low Moderate
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy
Standard time to target condition applied 4 Low 0.94 Amentiy grassland and turf

2 Grassland Modified grassland 0.8321 Low Poor
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy
Standard time to target condition applied 1 Low 1.61 Amentiy grassland and turf

3 Grassland Other neutral grassland 2.5347 Medium Good
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy
Standard time to target condition applied 10 Low 21.30 Amenity meadow and tussocky grassland

4 Grassland Other neutral grassland 0.2286 Medium Moderate
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy
Standard time to target condition applied 5 Low 1.53 Amenity meadow and tussocky grassland

5 Grassland Other neutral grassland 0.1995 Medium Poor
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy
Standard time to target condition applied 2 Low 0.74 Amenity meadow and tussocky grassland

6 Heathland and shrub Mixed scrub 1.2538 Medium Good
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy
Standard time to target condition applied 10 Low 10.54 Native Structural Planting Mix

7 Urban Artificial unvegetated, unsealed surface 0.0048 V.Low N/A - Other
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy
Standard time to target condition applied 0 Low 0.00 Gravel Margins

8 Urban Bare ground 0.0099 Low Moderate
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy
Standard time to target condition applied 3 Low 0.04 Bulb planting

9 Urban Bioswale 0.1502 Low Good
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy
Standard time to target condition applied 3 Medium 0.54 Narrow SuDS parcels along side of site

10 Urban Developed land; sealed surface 4.8739 V.Low N/A - Other
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy
Standard time to target condition applied 0 Low 0.00 Including roads, parking and buildings

11 Urban Introduced shrub 0.2778 Low
Condition 

Assessment 
N/A

Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 
strategy

Standard time to target condition applied 1 Low 0.54
Non-native and ornamental shrub mixes, 

largely associated with the residential areas

12 Urban Rain garden 0.0072 Low Moderate
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy
Standard time to target condition applied 3 Low 0.03 Rain garden parcels in build-outs

13 Urban Sustainable drainage system 0.8758 Low Good
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy
Standard time to target condition applied 5 Medium 2.95 SuDS basins in Hitchin Meadows

14 Urban Vegetated garden 1.6028 Low
Condition 

Assessment 
N/A

Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 
strategy

Standard time to target condition applied 1 Low 3.09 Residential gardens

15 Individual trees Urban tree 0.912 Medium Moderate
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy
Standard time to target condition applied 27 Low 2.79 x224 new small urban trees

16
17
18
19
20

Total habitat area 14.03 46.62

Site Area (Excluding area of individual trees, green walls, intertidal hard 
structures)

13.12

Select a unit Hectares

Comments

Post intervention habitats 

Project Name: Highover Farm, Hitchin - Phase 1     Map Reference: 
A-2 On-Site Habitat Creation

Strategic significance

Area 
(hectares)

Broad Habitat Proposed habitat
Habitat 

units 
delivered

Distinctiveness Condition Temporal multiplier

M² to hectares conversion tool:
M²

Difficulty 

Area habitat summary
Total Net Unit Change 20.57

Total Net % Change 77.79%

Trading Rules Satisfied Yes ✓

Area Acceptable ✓Area Check
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Main Menu 

Condense / Show Columns



Ba se lin e  
r e f

Ba se lin e  h a b ita t

Tota l  
h a b ita t 

a r ea  
(h ec ta r es)

Ba se lin e  
dis tin c tiv en ess  

b a n d

Ba se lin e  
dis tin c tiv en ess  

sc or e

Ba se lin e  
c on dition  
c a tegor y

Ba se lin e  
c on dition  sc or e

Ba se lin e  
s tr a tegic  

s ign ific a n c e  
c a tegor y

Ba se lin e  s tr a tegic  
s ign ific a n c e  

sc or e

Ba se lin e  h a b ita t 
u n its

Requ ir ed Ac tion  to  M eet 
Tr a din g Ru les

Pr oposed Br oa d Ha b ita t Pr oposed h a b ita t  Dis tin c tiv en ess c h a n ge C on dition  c h a n ge Str a tegic  s ign ific a n c e
S tr a tegic  

s ign ific a n c e

S tr a tegic  
s ign ific a n c
e  m u ltipl ier

S ta n da r d tim e 
to  ta r get 
c on dition  
(y ea r s)

Ha b ita t en ha n c ed 
in  a dv a n c e  

(y ea r s) 

Dela y  in  s ta r tin g 
h a b ita t 

en h a n c em en t 
(y ea r s)

S ta n da r d or  a dju s ted tim e to  
ta r ge t c on dition

F in a l  tim e to  
ta r ge t c on dition  

(y ea r s)

F in a l  tim e to  
ta r ge t 

m u ltipl ier

S ta n da r d 
diff ic u l ty  o f 

en h a n c em en t

Applied dif f ic u lty  
m u ltipl ier

F in a l  diff ic u l ty  
o f 

en h a n c em en t

Diff ic u l ty  
m u ltipl ier  

a pplied
U ser  c om m en ts Pla n n in g a u th or ity  c om m en ts

2 Cropland - Cereal crops 0.1006 Low 2
Condition 

Assessment N/A
1

Low Strategic 
Significance

1 0.20
Same distinctiveness or better habitat 

required ≥
C r opla n d Ar a b le  fie ld m a r gin s  ga m e b ir d m ix Low - Medium

Lower Distinctiveness Habitat - 
Condition Assessment N/A

0.1006 Medium 4
Condition 

Assessment 
N/A

1
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1 1 0 0
Standard time to target condition 

applied
1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.40

Tota l  h a b ita t a r ea 0 .1 0 0 .4 0

Post in ter v en tion  h a b ita ts  

Diff ic u l ty  r isk  m ul tipl ier s

Project N ame: High over Farm, Hitch in - Ph ase  1     Map Reference: 
A-3 On-Site Habitat Enhancement

Pr oposed Ha b ita t (Br oa d ha b ita t pr e-popu la ted b u t c a n  b e  ov er r idden ) C h a n ge in  dis tin c tiv en ess  a n d c on dition

Tota l  Net U n it C h a n ge
Tota l  Net %  C h a n ge

Tr a din g Ru les Sa tis f ied

2 0 .5 7
7 7 .7 9 %

Dis tin c tiv en ess

Tem por a l r isk  m u ltipl ier

Yes  ✓

Area h abitat summary

Ba se lin e  h a b ita ts S tr a tegic  s ign ific a n c e

Ar ea  
(h ec ta r es) 

C om m en ts

Ha b ita t u n its  
del iv er ed

S c or eC on dition  S c or e
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2.95
35.42%
Yes ✓

Ecological 
baseline

Ref
Hedge 

number
Habitat type

Length 
(km)

Distinctiveness Score Condition Score Strategic significance
Strategic 

significance

Strategic 
significance 

multiplier

Total 
hedgerow 

units

Length 
retained

Length 
enhanced

Units 
retained

Units 
enhanced

Length 
lost

Units 
lost

User comments Planning authority comments
Habitat 

reference 
number

1 Native hedgerow with trees 0.106 Medium 4 Good 3 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1
Same distinctiveness 

band or better
1.27 0.106 0 1.27 0.00 0.00 0.00

2 Native hedgerow 0.001 Low 2 Moderate 2 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1
Same distinctiveness 

band or better
0.00 0.001 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

3 Native hedgerow 0.285 Low 2 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1
Same distinctiveness 

band or better
0.57 0 0 0.00 0.00 0.29 0.57

4 Native hedgerow 0.097 Low 2 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1
Same distinctiveness 

band or better
0.19 0 0.097 0.00 0.19 0.00 0.00

5 Species-rich native hedgerow with trees 0.35 High 6 Good 3 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1 Like for like or better 6.30 0.35 0 6.30 0.00 0.00 0.00

6
7
8
9
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13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
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39
40
41
42
43
44
45
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47
48
49
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51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
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61
62
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64
65
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139
140
141
142
143
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145
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168
169
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171
172
173
174
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177
178
179
180
181
182
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184
185
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187
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189
190
191
192
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194
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197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
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207
208
209
210
211
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213
214
215
216
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218
219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226
227
228
229
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233
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237
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240
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246
247
248

0.84 8.34 0.46 0.10 7.58 0.19 0.29 0.57

Hedgerow summary

Total Net % Change
Trading Rules Satisfied

Total Net Unit Change
Project Name: Highover Farm, Hitchin - Phase 1     Map Reference: 

CommentsStrategic significance
Required Action to 

Meet Trading Rules

B-1 On-Site Hedge Baseline

Existing hedgerow habitats Distinctiveness Condition
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Ref
New 

hedge 
number

Habitat type
Length 

(km)
Distinctiveness Condition Strategic signif icance

Standard or adjusted time to 
target condition

Final t ime to 
target condition 

(years)

Final 
diff iculty of  

creation 
User comments Planning authority comments

Habitat 
reference 

number

1 Non-native and ornamental hedgerow 1.223 V.Low Poor
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Standard time to target condition 

applied
1 Low 1.18

2 Species-rich native hedgerow 0.225 Medium Good
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Standard time to target condition 

applied
12 Low 1.76

3 Species-rich native hedgerow 0.067 Medium Poor
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Standard time to target condition 

applied
1 Low 0.26

4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
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39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
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71
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132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
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147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
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156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186
187
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189
190
191
192
193
194
195
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197
198
199
200
201
202
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204
205
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207
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209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223
224
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228
229
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238
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240
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242
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245
246
247
248

1.52 3.20

Project Name: Highover Farm, Hitchin - Phase 1     Map Reference: 

B-2 On-Site Hedge Creation

Proposed habitats Condition Strategic significanceDistinctiveness

Total Net Unit Change
Total Net % Change 35.42%

Hedgerow summary

Trading Rules Satisfied Yes ✓

Comments

2.95

Hedge 
units 

delivered

Diff iculty 
risk 

multipliers
Temporal multiplier

Condense / Show Rows
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Total Net Unit Change

Total Net % Change
Trading Rules Satisfied

Baseline 
ref

Baseline habitat  Distinctiveness movement Condition movement Distinctiveness Condition Strategic significance
Standard or adjusted time to 

target condition

Final time to 
target condition 

(years)

Final difficulty of 
enhancement 

User comments Planning authority comments
Habitat 

reference 
number

4 Native hedgerow Native hedgerow Low - Low Poor - Good 0.097 Low Good
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Standard time to target condition 

applied
5 Low 0.52

0.10 0.52

Baseline Habitats Strategic significance

Project Name: Highover Farm, Hitchin - Phase 1     Map Reference: 

B-3 On-Site Hedge Enhancement

Post intervention habitats 

Temporal multiplier
Difficulty risk 

multipliers
Change in distinctiveness and condition

Length 
(km)

Proposed habitat

Distinctiveness Condition 

Hedgerow summary
2.95

35.42%
Yes ✓

Hedge 
units 

delivered

Comments

Condense / Show Rows

Main Menu 

Condense / Show Columns
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