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	1 INTRODUCTION
	1.1 I make this witness statement in support of an application to North Herts Council (the “Council”) pursuant to s.191 Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) for a Certificate of Lawful Use or Development (the “Application”) in respect of Li...
	1.2 Condition 3 provides as follows:
	“The occupation of the dwelling shall be limited solely to persons wholly employed or if no longer in full time employment last employed locally in agriculture as defined in Section 290(1) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1971 or similarly employe...
	1.3 Use of the Property without compliance with condition 3 has taken place for a continuous and uninterrupted period in excess of 10 years.
	1.4 Save where I have expressly indicated, the contents of this witness statement are within my direct knowledge.

	2 DOCUMENTS
	2.1 I have exhibited at to this witness statement the following documents:
	2.1.1 Exhibit FD1 Copy of the Planning Permission;
	2.1.2 Exhibit FD2 Assured Shorthold Tenancy Agreement for the Property dated 23 December 2014.
	2.1.3 Exhibit FD3 Bank statements showing rent received from January 2023 to January 2025


	3 BACKGROUND, USE OF THE PROPERTY AND TIMELINE
	3.1 My late husband Robert was the owner of the Property until his death in 2019.  On his death, its ownership passed into the hands of his executors.  It is currently owned by Irwin Mitchell Trustees Ltd, as trustee: they have applied to the Land Reg...
	3.2 From the period 1994 to 2025, Amanda Harding resided at the Property.  My late husband and then I have collected the rent from Amanda during that period. I have exhibited as FD3 bank statement showing regular rent payments received for the Propert...
	3.3 So far as I have been aware, Amanda Harding lived at the Property with her family, and,  during their occupation, they were not supported by anyone who works in agriculture or forestry.
	3.4 I am not aware of any steps being taken by the Council to enforce condition 3 since 2012.
	3.5 I am therefore aware that the Property has been occupied for an uninterrupted and continuous period of at least 12 continuous years without compliance with condition 3 as set out at paragraph 1.2 above.
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