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Dear Melissa Tyler, 
 
Location:  Lodge Cottage Ashwell Road Newnham Baldock 

Hertfordshire SG7 5JX 
Proposal: Erection of one detached 2-bed dwelling and detached 

double garage. 
Application Number:  24/01498/FP  
 
I am writing in response to the above proposal, to provide comments on behalf of the 

County Council, as the Waste Planning Authority.  

 

Government policy seeks to ensure that all planning authorities take responsibility for 

waste management. This is reflected in the County Council’s adopted waste 

Development Plan Documents (DPDs). In particular, these documents seek to 

promote the sustainable management of waste in the county and encourage Local 

Planning Authorities to have regard to the potential for minimising waste generated 

by development.  

The National Planning Policy for Waste (October 2014) sets out the following: 

‘When determining planning applications for non-waste development, local planning 
authorities should, to the extent appropriate to their responsibilities, ensure that: 

• the likely impact of proposed, non- waste related development on existing 
waste management facilities, and on sites and areas allocated for waste 
management, is acceptable and does not prejudice the implementation of the 
waste hierarchy and/or the efficient operation of such facilities; 

• new, non-waste development makes sufficient provision for waste 
management and promotes good design to secure the integration of waste 
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management facilities with the rest of the development and, in less developed 
areas, with the local landscape.  This includes providing adequate storage 
facilities at residential premises, for example by ensuring that there is 
sufficient and discrete provision for bins, to facilitate a high quality, 
comprehensive and frequent household collection service; 

• the handling of waste arising from the construction and operation of 
development maximises reuse/recovery opportunities, and minimises off-site 
disposal.’ 

 
The supporting documents to this application make no reference to the Waste Core 

Strategy and Development Management Policies DPD (2012). The policies in the 

adopted DPD (2012) that relate to this proposal, and which must be considered by 

the Local Planning Authority in determining the application, include Policy 1: Strategy 

for the Provision for Waste Management Facilities (namely the penultimate 

paragraph of the policy) and Policy 12: Sustainable Design, Construction and 

Demolition. 

Many of the policy requirements can be met through the imposition of planning 

conditions. 

As a general point, built development should have regard to the overall infrastructure 

required to support it, including where appropriate a sufficient number of waste 

storage areas that should be integrated accordingly and facilitate the separate 

storage of recyclable wastes.  

The District Council should also be aware of the nearby Water Recycling Site, STW 

Newnham, which is located less than 400m away from the development proposal. 

The Water Recycling Site is safeguarded under Policy 5 of the adopted Waste Core 

Strategy and Development Management Policies document due to its important 

contribution to the strategic network of waste management provision in the county.  

Adopted Policy 5: Safeguarding of Sites, states that the Waste Planning Authority 

will oppose development proposals which are likely to prevent or prejudice the use of 

land identified or safeguarded for waste management purposes unless alternative or 

enhanced provision is made for a facility dealing with the equivalent waste capacity 

or where it can be demonstrated that the need for those facilities can no longer be 

justified.  

The ‘Agent of Change’ principle (NPPF, paragraph 193) is clear that planning 

decisions on new developments should ensure integration with existing business 

such that they do not have unreasonable restrictions placed upon them.  

After reviewing the details submitted with the application, and due to the existing 

residential development surrounding the site, the Waste Planning Authority does not 

consider that the proposal will prevent or prejudice the Water Recycling Site and 

therefore has no safeguarding concerns. 



 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Finlay Banks 

Planning Officer- Minerals and Waste Policy  
 




