The Statutorv Biodit itv Metric -
Version Number: July 2025 (v1.0.2)

ical Annex 1: Conditi Sheets and

Instructions

The method for assessina habitat condition is solit into three main steps. outlined in detail below:
STEP 1: Considerations hefore assessina condition

STEP 2: Chaosina the riaht condition sheet

STEP 3: Usina condition sheets

Step 1: Considerations before assessing condition

‘The followina points must be before a condition

1) Condition assessments must he undertaken by a comnetent nerson (hereafter referred to as. as defined in the St
should be t the ontimum time of vear for the assessed hahitat(s)

3) Assessors must have diaital or hard copv access to condition sheets (see Tabs 1-25) and the survev cover sheet during the survev (see SURVEY COVER SHEET tab).

4) The habitat tve of the parcel(s) to be assessed must be before can be aiven to its conditi this enables the assessor to select the correct condition sheet (see HABITAT DEFINITIONS tab).

5) The location and extent of the hahitat narcel(s) o be assessed must be manned. either on diaital or paner mans (manned habitat arcels can later be solit according to their condition).

6) Each habitat parcel to be assessed must be assigned a unique reference ID.

Metric User Guide

Step 2: Choosing the right condition sheet
See SELECTING CONDITION SHEET tab which lists the habitat tyoes found in the biodiversitv metric and indicates which condition sheet should be used for each habitat tvoe.
1) Some condition sheets are uniaue to a sinale habitat tve: others cover a ranae of hahitat fvnes within the same broad habitat cateaorv.
2)For aach sheet there is version A and B.
i Sheet A can he used fo record information for one habitat narcel
Sheet B can he used to record information for un two 10 hahitat narcels.
3) Fach condition sheet is set to orint at A4 and can he used as a naner form

Step 3: Using condition sheets (Tabs 1-25)
The followina instriictions and noints of clarification annlv to most condition assessment sheats:

A) Assess the hahitat narcel acainst each condition assessment criterion. recording a ‘nass’ or ‘fail' for each criterion assessed. unless otherwise directed by cateaories available on the sheat
R\ If condition varies within a narcel durina the assessment then start a new condifion assessment. Solit the oriinal narcel to ensure that each individial narcel comorises an area of habitat of a consistent tvne and condition
©) Some condition assessment sheets have ‘essential criteria. Fssential criferia must be nassed fo achieve a narticular condifion state
D) Some condition assessment sheets list snacies that are indicative of subontimal condition status. These lists are not exhaustive. An assessor mav exercise brofessional iudaement and consider additional snacies within this cateaory. such as those of aenaranhical relevance.
Report anv hiah-risk non-native invasive soecies to the GG non-native soecies secretariat
F) Anv relevant evidence for nassina o failina criteria_ or for a narticular score. should he cantured within the hahitat survev notes and ar by takina nhotoaranhs. Photoaranhs and notes should be referenced on the condition sheet.
F)Record anv survev limitations on the condition sheet. such as access restrictions or fimina restrictions. If survev limitations orevent anv eriteria from heina confidentl and accurately assessed. adont a nrecautionary annroach when nassina or failin criteria
i fa definitive nass or fail cannot he assianed throuah haseline survev. assume the criterion is nassed
ii. When manitorina nost-intervention hahitat. fail criteria which cannot be assessed due fo survev limitations.
G) Onee all annlicable condifion criteria have hean assessed. assion a result of Good. Moderate or Poor condition followina instructions nrovided within the relevant condition sheat
i The ‘Fairlv Good' ar ‘Fairlv Poor’ condition cateaories are intermediate cateaories for site-snecific features of condition not cantured in the standard condifion assessment.
Thev should anly he annlied throuah annlication of professional indaement. and sound acoloaical avidence must he provided fo iustifv the use of these cateaories
Kfused these catenaries can onlv he used fo adiust the resuilts of a standard matric condition assessment one condition cateaory ahave or helow its result (For examnle. vou cannot an from a standard oteome of ‘Poor’ to an adiustment to *Fairlv Good' (nar from ‘Gaod' to ‘Fairlv Poor'y
Fnsure anv constraints are made clear in the 'Assessor's comments' hox in the metric and associated renorting
H\ If a hahitat narcel is failina all crieria_it mav be that the hahitat tvoe has heen recorded incorrectiv and the wrona condition sheet is baina used

The condifion assessment survev is a aoad to identifv i for hahitat restorati Note notential iins for these within the condition sheat

The CA SUMMARY SHEET can be filled out after the survev to bout the condition includina:
i Tha site or lncation of the condition assessment survev

The number of condition sheets used

iii. The number and type of habitat parcels surveyed and the condition they achieved



https://www.nonnativespecies.org/non-native-species/recording/
https://www.nonnativespecies.org/non-native-species/recording/

Statutory

iodiversit ic habitat Source Matef Other definition or notes
broad habitat
= cullivated annually UKHah None
s aame hird mix UKHah The metric hahitat tvne differs from the LIKHah name
5 nollen and nectar UKHah None
s tussocky UKkah None
UKhah None
Cropland wi UKhah er stibble None
Hort UKkah None
Intensive archards UKkah None
| orons UKkah None
Temporary arass and clover levs KHal moorar arass and clover levs None
Traditional orchards UiKHah rds None
Rracken UKhah racken None
Fioodnlain wefland mosaic and GEGM UKah Floodniain wefland masaic As definad in the Statutory Riodiversitv Meric User Guide
owland caloareous arassian UKhah owiand calearenus arassiand None
| owland drv acid arassland UKhah L owiand drv a siand None
Lowland meadows KHal Lowland meadows None
Grassland Modified arassiand UKHah Modified arassiand None
Other lowland acid arassland UKkah Other lowland acid arassiand None
Other neutral arassland UKah Other neutral arassiand None
Tall herh ities (HA430) Annex 1/ UKHah Tall herh s (HA430) None
Unland acid arassiand UKHah Unland acid arassiand None
Unland caloareaus arassland UKhah Unland calearenus arassiand None
Upland hav meadows UKHab Upland hav meadows None
TRiacithorn scrib UiKHiah Rlackthorn scrih None
Rramble serih UKkah Rramble sorih None
Gorse sorih UKkah None
Hawthorn soruh UKkah None
Hazel sorih UKkah None
| owland heathiand UKkah | owiand heathiand None
Heathland and shrub scrub. UKHah Mixed sc None.
Motntain heaths and wilow scruh UKkah Mountain heaths and wilow serih None
senih UKkah senih None
Willow sorib UKah Willow sorih lone
Nunes with sea hiakthorn (HP160) Annex 1/ UKHah Dunes with sea hickdhorn (HP 1601 Record all other sea hiiokthor serih as ‘Other sea bicidhorn sorib
Other sen huickthorn sorih UKkah Other sea hiickthorn sorih None
Upland heathiand KHal Upland heathiand None
cividoal oo Rural free See notes A 'As defined in the Staftory Riodiversitv Neric User Gride
Urban tree See notes NA As defined in the Statutory Biodiversity Metric User Guide.
‘Acuifer fed natirally fuchting water bodies UiHah ‘Acuiffer-fed natrally fuictiafing water box None
Qrnamental lake or nond UikHah Oramental lakes or nonds None
Hioh alkalinity lakes WED NA > oha
| ow alkalinity Inkes WED NA > 7ha
Warl lnkes WED NA > 7ha
| akes Moderate allalinitv ks WED NA > 7ha
Pent lakes WED NA > 7ha
Ponds (orioritv haitaf) UKHah Ponds (orioritv hahitaf) <oha
Ponds fority hanitat) UKHah Pond iorih <oha
Reservoirs UiKFiah and WED. Reservair Some laraer reservairs are caverad by the WED | akes tvaoloa
Temporary lakes ponds and pools (H3170) Annex 1/ UKHab Mediterranean temporary ponds (H3170) Rocord temporary waler b not mecting i delinonas anoierpond or ke habiat
Calaminarian arasslands TiKHah Calaminarian arassiands None
Constal sand dines UKah Sand dunes The metric haitat tvne differs from the [IKHah name
Constal veaetated shinale UKHah Constal venetated shinale None
Ruderal/Enhemeral UKHah Ruderal or anhemeral The metric haitat tvne differs from the [IKHah name
E;:‘ere\y vegeteted |7 forns UKHah Tall forhs None
Inland rock ortoron and soree hahitats UKah nland ok ouferan and scree hahitats None
UKah | imestone navement None
Mritime cliff and slones UKah Maritime olff and slones None
Other inland rock and scree o Other inland rock The meric habitat tvoe differs from the UKHab name
‘Allotments UiKHiah None
Aciicial \inseled sirface Hah insealed sirface ione.
Rinswal Hah ione.
Rindverse areen ronf Hah ione.
Ruiit linear features Hah ione.
Cemer: Hah ione.
Nevelnned land” sealed strface. Hah Neveloned Iand: sealed sirface ione.
Hah Rindiverse areen roof ione.
Hah de-hniind araen wal ione.
Hah Grouind-hased araen wall ione.
rban Hah Grouind level nlanters ione.
Hah ione.
Hah ione.
nen mosai hahitats on previershy develned iand Hah ione.
Other araen ro Hah ione.
Rain aarden Hah [None
Actively worked sand nif auarmy or onen cast mine Hah This celates i tated working areas onlv
drainace svstem (SUDS Hah None
Unvecetated aarden Hah None
Vacant or dereliat land Hah Vacant or derelict land None
Rare aroind UKHah Rare around None
Veoetated aarden Ukhab Vegetated oarden None
Rianket hon Annex 1/ UKFah Rianket hoo None
n on neat sihstrates (H7150) Annex 1 Nenressinns on neat sthstrates (H7150) None
Fens (1niand and lnwland) UKHah | owian fans- Liniand fiushes fans and swamns™ Other wefiands | The metric hahitat tvne difers from the LIKFah name
[ wetiand | owland raiser hon UKHah | owiand raised hon ione.
Weland — Qeanic vallew mira (1107 11 FUNIS Oceanic vallew ho None
Purnle moor arass and rish nashires UKHah roles moor-nrass and nish nashires None
Reedhecis UikHah Reedhers [Non
[Transition miras and crvmking hons (H71A01 Annex 111 0HaR Teansition mizes and cuakion hons ~Inaiand (H71A0 Tuniand | The matic haritat e dfers froes the L IKHah name.
Felloc UKHah None
| owiand heach and vew wandiand UKHah None
| owiand mixe decidiionis woodiand UiKHah None
Native nine wondiands UiKHah None
Other coniferaiis wondand UKHah None
[\Woodiand and Other Seof's nine wondiand UKHah Other Seat's nine wandiand None
foroat Other UKHah Other wondiand The metric hahitat tvne differs from the [IKHah name
Other wondiand mixed UiKHah Other wondiand: mixed None
Uniand hirshwonds UKHah Uniand hirchwoards None
Unland mixed ashwoods UkHah Unland mixed ashwonds None
Uniand nskwond UKHah Uniand oakwond None
Wet wandiand UKHah Wet wandiand None
ture and parkiand UKk d-nasture and oarkiand None
Constal lagoons | Coastal lagoons EUNIS Saline coastal lagoons None
nd saline reedhects FUNIS Constal et saline reedhes None
Coastal saltmarsh | aniicial and saline reedbeds EUNIS - see tab G1 in the Statutory Biodiversity Nefric (Adated from EUNIS)
Hinh enera litoral rork FUNIS Fioh eneron iftoral rock None
Hinh enera itoral rock - on neat_clav or chalk FUNIS bioh eneraw littoral rockc Suhset of FLINIS haitat hased n substrate
Worterate eneray littoral rock FUNIS Woierate eneraw littoral rock None
Rocy shore Winderate eneray littoral rck - on neat_clav or chalk FUNIS WModerate eneraw littoral rock Suhset of FLINIS hahitat hased n substrate
| ow enera lttral rack FUNIS | ow enerav lttaral rock None
| ow enern liftoral rack - on neat oAy or chalk FUNIS | ow enerav lttaral rock Suhset of FLINIS haitat hased n substrate
Fentures of ttoral rock FUNIS Feafures of littoral rock None
Features of ttoral rock - on peat_olav or challc EUNIS Features of littoral rock Subset of EUNIS habitat based on substrate
ittoral coarse sediment FUNIS ittoral coarse sediment None
Littoral sand FUNIS littoral sand and muddy sand None
Littoral murllv sand FUNIS None
FUNIS None
Littoral mixed sediments FUNIS None
Littoral seanrass FUNIS None
Littoral seanrass on neat clav or chalk FUNIS Suhset of FUNIS hahitat hased n substrate
Littoral hinnenic:reefs - Missals FUNIS Suhset of FLINIS hahitat hased an reef formina snacies
Intertidal sediment |1 itoral hinnenic reefs - Saheliaria FUNIS Suhset of FLINIS hahitat hased an reef formina snecies
Featires of ttoral sediment FUNIS
i FUNIS in the Staitory Rindivarsity Metrie (Adanted from FUNIS)
FUNIS - in the Stahtory Rindiversity Metric (Adanted from FUNIS)
FUNIS - in the Stahtory Rindiversity Metric (Adanted from FUNIS)
FUNIS - in the Stahtory Rindiversity Metric (Adanted from FUNIS)
FUNIS - in the Stahtory Rindiversity Metric (Adanted from FUNIS)
FUNIS - in the Staftory Rindiversity Metric (Adanted from FUNIS)
EUNIS - in the Stafutory Biodiversity Metric (Adanted from EUNIS)
FUNIS B ee tah (1 in the Statutory Rindiversity Metric. (Adante from FLUNISY
Intertidal hard ~ FUNIS 5 see tah (1 in the Statutary Rindiversitv Metric. (Adanted from FLUNIS)
structures il hard structures withintegrated greening of grey nfrasiructre EUNS i e tab G1 In the Statutory Blodiversity Motric (Adapted from EUNIS)
Species-rich native hedgerow with trees - associated with bank or ditch UKHab Species-rich native hedgerow Use combined UKHab codes
ich nafive hedaerow with rees UKrab ich nafive hedoerow
ich native hedaerow - associted with bank or ditch UKHan ich native hedoerow
ooiated with bank or difch UKhan Nafive hedoerow
UKHan ies-rich nafive hedaerow
Hedgerows and UkHab Nafive hedoerow
Lines of rees UKhan Nafive hedoerow
UKHan i
-~ associated with bank or ditch UKhan
UKHan
UKhan
s - associated with bank or ditch UKHan
Non-native and omamental hedaerow KHal ione.
R 'As detalled in the Statutory Biodiversity Netric User Guide.
Priority habitat See notes - Da not use JNGC definifions to determine this Prioritv Hahitat habita tvoe
Other rivers and sireams See notes - As detailed in the Statutory Biodversitv Meric User Guide.
Ditches See notes - As detailed in the Statutory Biodiversitv Meric User Guide.
Canals See notes - As detailed in the Statutory Biodiversitv Meric User Guide.
Culvert See notes - As detailed in the Statutory Biodiversitv Meric User Guide.
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[Coastal

[Coastal Iagoans.

Broad habitat ype: Coastal saltmarsh

[Coastal

|
‘Coasla\ saltmarsh

Broad habilat ype: Intertidal hard structures
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Broad habitat type: Individual trees

Indiidunl rees — Rural ree.

] rees

Individual Irees —Urban tree

Broad habitat type: Hedgerows and lines of rees

Hedgerows and Lines of trees habitats
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bank or ditch

Hed d lines of rees —
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associaled with bank or ditch

dlines of rees B

Hedgerows and lines of rees — Non-native and omamental

No assessment required - condition fixed at Poor

hedaerow
Hed d lines of ees

Hedgerows and lines of rees - Native hedgerow - associated with

hank or ditch
Hed dlines of ees -

Hed d lines of trees - .
associated with bank or ditch




Survey Cover Sheet

Survey date/s

17/10/2025

Site name or location

2 Snailswell Lane, Ickleford, Herts SG5 3TP

Weather conditions

7°C, 10% cloud cover, no
precipitation, 3/12 wind

Project or development
name

Construction of two dwellings with associated
access, parking, gardens and
landscaping.

Surveyor name

Julian Newman

On-site or off-site

On site

Survey reference

Reason for assessment
(if not baseline condition
survey)

Notes




Site or [Condition | Total number | Number of parcels of each condition | Notes
location |sheets of condition  |achie
sheets used, |Good [Fairly |Moderate |Fairl [Poor
or habitat Good y
parcels Poor
Coastal
Coastal
lagoons.
Coastal
saltmarsh
Ditches
Grassland low

Grassland
medium, high,
very high

Heathland

Hedgerow

Individual
trees.

Intertidal
biogenic reefs.

Intertidal hard
structures

Intertidal
seagrass

Lakes

Limestone
pavement

Line of trees

Orchard

Ponds.

Rocky shore

Scrub

Sparsely
vegetated

Urban

Wetland

Woodland

Wood-pasture.
and parkland




Condition Sheet: GRASSLAND Habitat Type (low distinctiveness)
UK Habitat Classification (UKHab) Habitat Type

Grassland - Modified grassland

On-site or off-site, site name and Survey date and

location Surveyor name
Survey reference (if

Limitations (if applicable) relating to a wider
survey)

Grid reference stiativarcel
reference

Habitat Description |

Highways owned grass verge north of site.

ukhab — UK Habitat Classification

Condition Assessment Criteria Caiciionipas=adl((es

Notes (such as justification)

There are 6-8 vascular plant species per m? present, including at least 2 forbs (these may include
those listed in Footnote 1). Note - this criterion is essential for achieving Moderate or Good
condition.

A |Where the vascular plant species present are characteristic of medium, high or very high
distinctiveness grassland, or there are 9 or more of these characteristic species per m? (excluding
those listed in Footnote 1), please review the full UKHab description to assess whether the
grassland should instead be classified as a higher distinctiveness grassland. Where a grassland is
classed as medium, high, or very high distinctiveness, please use the relevant condition sheet.

Sward height is varied (at least 20% of the sward is less than 7 cm and at least 20% is more than 7
B |cm) creating microclimates which provide opportunities for vertebrates and invertebrates to live and
breed.

Any scrub present accounts for less than 20% of the total grassland area. (Some scattered scrub Yes

such as bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. may be present).

Note - patches of scrub with continuous (more than 90%) cover should be classified as the relevant
scrub habitat type.

Physical damage is evident in less than 5% of total grassland area. Examples of physical damage
D |include excessive poaching, damage from machinery use or storage, erosion caused by high levels
of access, or any other damaging management activities.

Yes

Cover of bare ground is between 1% and 10%, including localised areas (for example, a
concentration of rabbit warrens)?.

Yes

F [Cover of bracken Pteridium aquilinum is less than 20%.

Yes

G |There is an absence of invasive non-native plant species® (as listed on Schedule 9 of WCA?).

Essential criterion achieved (Yes or No) I\

Number of criteria passed §

Condition Assessment Result
(out of 7 criteria)
Passes 6 or 7 criteria including
passing essential criterion A

Condition Assessment Score Score Achieved x/vV'

Good (3)

Passes 4 or 5 criteria including
passing essential criterion A

Passes 3 or fewer criteria; v

OR Poor (1)
Passes 4 - 6 criteria (excluding
criterion A)

Suggested enhancement interventions to improve condition score

Moderate (2)

Footnotes |

Footnote 1 — Creeping thistle Cirsium arvense , spear thistle Cirsium vulgare , curled dock Rumex crispus , broad-leaved dock Rumex obtusifolius , common nettle
Urtica dioica , creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens , greater plantain Plantago major , white clover Trifolium repens and cow parsley Anthriscus sylvestris .

Footnote 2 — For example, this could include small, scattered areas of bare ground allowing establishment of new species, or localised patches where not exceeding
10% cover.

Footnote 3 — Assess this for each distinct habitat parcel. If the distribution of invasive non-native species varies across the habitat, split into parcels accordingly,
applying a buffer zone around the invasive non-native species with a size relative to its risk of spread into adjacent habitat, using professional judgement.

Footnote 4 — Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).



https://ukhab.org/
https://ukhab.org/

Condition Sheet: INDIVIDUAL TREES Habitat Type
Habitat Types

Individual trees — Urban trees
Individual trees — Rural trees
Complete a condition sheet for each tree or block of trees.

Please see the separate Line of trees condition sheet for a line of rural trees. You should only use the Line of trees condition assessment and record that
habitat type in rural locations.

Habitat Description

Highways owned ash tree north of site.

Individual trees (description applied to the urban or rural environment):
Young trees over 7.5 cm in diameter at breast height whose canopies are not touching.

Urban Perimeter / Linear Blocks and Groups (description applied to the urban environment only):

Groups or stands of trees (size requirement as defined above) within and around the perimeter of urban land. This includes those along urban streets, highways, railways
and canals, and also former field boundary trees incorporated into developments. Canopies should predominantly overlap continuously. Groups of urban trees that don’t
match the descriptions for woodland may be assessed within this category.

On-site or off-site, site name and Survey date and Surveyor
location name

Survey reference (if relating

Limitations (if applicable) N e

Grid reference Habitat parcel reference

Condition Assessment Criteria Slrliziban peme (s el

Notes (such as justification)

No)
Yes
A |The tree is a native species (or at least 70% within the block are native species).
Yes
The tree canopy is predominantly continuous, with gaps in canopy cover making
B |up <10% of total area and no individual gap being >5 m wide (individual trees
automatically pass this criterion).
Yes
C [The tree is mature (or more than 50% within the block are mature)’.
There is little or no evidence of an adverse impact on tree health by human Yes
D activities (such as vandalism, herbicide or detrimental agricultural activity). And
there is no current regular pruning regime, so the trees retain >75% of expected
canopy for their age range and height.
No
E Natural ecological niches for vertebrates and invertebrates are present, such as
presence of deadwood, cavities, ivy or loose bark.
Yes
F |More than 20% of the tree canopy area is oversailing vegetation beneath.

Number of criteria passed 5

Condition Assessment Result (out of
6 criteria)
Passes 5 or 6 criteria

Condition Assessment Score Score Achieved x/v

Good (3)
Passes 3 or 4 criteria Moderate (2)

Passes 2 or fewer criteria Poor (1)

Note that ‘Fairly Good and Fairly Poor’ condition categories are not available for this broad habitat type.

Suggested enhancement interventions to improve condition score?




Version Changes made Date rel d
Version 1.0.0 Initial draft statutory version 29th November 2023
Individual trees tab — added wording to say ‘Please see the separate Line of Trees condition sheet for rural trees. You should only use the Line of Trees condition
assessment and record that habitat type in rural locations.”
Individual trees tab — Changed ‘Canopies must overlap continuously’ to ‘Canopies should predominantly overlap continuously’
Coastal tab — wording added to the list of ‘General coastal species indicative of suboptimal condition’ to say ‘sea buckthorn (only outside its restricted native
range)’
Scrub tab — wording added to Criterion A to say sea buckthorn can be 100% cover ‘(only in its restricted native range)’
Instructions tab — changed date at top of sheet from ‘November 2023’ to ‘February 2024’
Habitat definitions tab — removed reference to ‘see Technical Annex 2’ from the table. Cells C11, C131 - C140.
Hedgerow tab — ‘See the Statutory Biodiversity Metric Technical Annex 2 and UK Habitat Classification’ removed, leaving just the UKHab link.
Version 1.0.1 Intertidal biogenic reefs tab — changed ‘see the Statutory Biodiversity Metric Technical Annex 2’ to say ‘see tab G1 of the Statutory Biodiversity Metric’. 12th February 2024
Intertidal hard structures tab — changed ‘see the Statutory Biodiversity Metric Technical Annex 2’ to say ‘see tab G1 of the Statutory Biodiversity Metric’.
Intertidal seagrass tab— changed ‘see the Statutory Biodiversity Metric Technical Annex 2’ to say ‘see tab G1 of the Statutory Biodiversity Metric’.
Intertidal sediment tab— changed ‘see the Statutory Biodiversity Metric Technical Annex 2’ to say ‘see tab G1 of the Statutory Biodiversity Metric’.
Pond tab—removed ‘For ponds (non-priority) — see the Statutory Biodiversity Metric Technical Annex 2.”
Habitat Definitions tab — cell E48 — removed reference to ‘<2ha’ for Ornamental lake or pond.
Habitat Definitions tab — cell E54, E55 — changed ‘<=2ha’, from Ponds (priority) and Ponds (non-priority) to ‘<2ha’.
Habitat Definitions tab - row 55 — removed references to Ponds (non-priority) having a definition different to that in UKHab.
Formatting corrections to sheet 8B
Reformatting of instructions and habitat definition sheets
Version 1.0.2 3rdJuly 2025

Clarification of information in the habitat definitions sheet
Addition of the RCA form
Amended references in habitat definition sheet




