
Appendix 14.3 

Soil Suitability Tests 

The soils are generally stoneless clay or silty clay topsoils.  Whilst the climate is relatively dry, 

these soils become plastic when wet and are susceptible to structural damage if moved when 

wet. 

 

Guidance on handling soils is set out in the worksheets attached to the Institute of Quarrying 

Good Practice Guide for Handling Soils, 2022. 

 

This sets out consistency and examination tests.  Sandy soils usually require an examination 

test, but clayey soils can be assessed by the consistency test. 

 

If you can roll soil into a ball or a sausage easily and the soil holds that shape, it is too wet to travel 

over or move soils.  This is illustrated in the photograph below. 

Indication of When Soils are Too Wet (not taken at this site) 

 

 

If the soils once rolled then cannot be held in this manner and break or crumble, as shown below, 

they are likely to be suitable for being handled.  See the test methodology that follows. 

 

The Examination and Consistency tests from the IQ document are reproduced below. 

Soils Suitable 

 



Examination and Consistency Tests 

 

 

 


