
Ecological 
baseline

Ref Broad Habitat  Habitat Type Irreplaceable habitat Area 
(hectares)

Distinctiveness Score Condition Score Strategic significance
Strategic 

significance

Strategic 
significance 

multiplier
Total habitat units

Area 
retained

Area 
enhanced

Baseline 
units 

retained

Baseline units 
enhanced

Area habitat 
lost

Units lost User comments Planning authority comments
Habitat reference 

number

1 Grassland Modified grassland No 0.114843611 Low 2 Moderate 2
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1
Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required ≥
0.46 0.0785951 0.027 0.31 0.11 0.01 0.04 Short sward

2 Urban Developed land; sealed surface No 0.54066647 V.Low 0 N/A - Other 0
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1 Compensation Not Required 0.00 0.5406663 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 Building and hardstanding

3 Sparsely vegetated land Tall forbs No 0.002059034 Low 2 Moderate 2
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1
Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required ≥
0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01

4 Urban Artificial unvegetated, unsealed surface No 0.00689163 V.Low 0 N/A - Other 0
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1 Compensation Not Required 0.00 0.0068916 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

5 Grassland Modified grassland No 0.049297617 Low 2 Good 3
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1
Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required ≥
0.30 0.0328755 0.20 0.00 0.02 0.10 Long sward

6 Individual trees Urban tree No 0.081430082 Medium 4 Moderate 2
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1
Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required (≥)
0.65 0.0651441 0.52 0.00 0.02 0.13 5 medium trees

7 Heathland and shrub Mixed scrub No 0.008100766 Medium 4 Moderate 2
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1
Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required (≥)
0.06 0.0067947 0.05 0.00 0.00 0.01

8 Urban Introduced shrub No 0.00080147 Low 2
Condition 

Assessment N/A
1

Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 
strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance

1
Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required ≥
0.00 0.0008015 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

9
10
11

0.80 1.48 0.73 0.03 1.09 0.11 0.05 0.28
0.72

0.03

Select a unit HectaresM² to hectares conversion tool:

Total habitat area 
Site Area (Excluding area of individual trees, green walls, intertidal hard structures)

Area habitat summary

CommentsStrategic significance

Required Action to Meet Trading 
Rules

Bespoke compensation agreed for 
losses of VHDH or irreplaceable 

habitat

M²

Total area lost (excluding area of individual trees, green 
walls and intertidal hard structures)

A-1 On-Site Habitat Baseline
Project Name: North Herts Leisure Centre Decarbonisation Project     Map Reference: 

Existing area habitats Distinctiveness Condition 

0.15
10.42%
Yes ✓

Total Net Unit Change
Total Net % Change

Trading Rules Satisfied
Condense / Show Rows

Main Menu 

Condense / Show Columns



0.01

Ref Distinctiveness Score Condition Score Strategic significance
Strategic 

significance

Strategic 
significance 

multiplier

Standard time to 
target condition 

(years)

Habitat created in 
advance (years)

Delay in starting 
habitat creation 

(years)
Standard or adjusted time to target condition

Final time to target 
condition (years)

Final time to 
target 

multiplier

Standard 
difficulty of 

creation 
Applied difficulty multiplier

Final difficulty 
of creation 

Difficulty 
multiplier 
applied

User comments Planning authority comments
Habitat 

reference 
number

1 Individual trees Urban tree 0.114002114 Medium 4 Moderate 2
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1 27 Standard time to target condition applied 27 0.382 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.35 28 trees

2 Urban Developed land; sealed surface 0.029035537 V.Low 0 N/A - Other 0
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1 0 Standard time to target condition applied 0 1.000 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.00 ASHPs, GRP, Substation

3
4
5
6
7
8

Total habitat area 0.14 Total Units 0.35

Site Area (Excluding area of individual trees, green walls, intertidal hard 
structures)

0.03

Select a unit Hectares

Comments

Post intervention habitats 

Project Name: North Herts Leisure Centre Decarbonisation Project     Map Reference: 
A-2 On-Site Habitat Creation

Strategic significance

Area 
(hectares)

Broad Habitat Proposed habitat
Habitat units 

delivered

Distinctiveness Condition Temporal multiplier

M² to hectares conversion tool:
M²

Difficulty multipliers

Area habitat summary
Total Net Unit Change 0.15

Total Net % Change 10.42%

Trading Rules Satisfied Yes ✓

Area Acceptable ✓Area Check

Condense / Show Rows

Main Menu 

Condense / Show Columns



Baseline 
ref

Baseline habitat
Total habitat 

area 
(hectares)

Baseline 
distinctiveness 

band

Baseline 
distinctiveness 

score

Baseline 
condition 
category

Baseline condition 
score

Baseline strategic 
signif icance 

category

Baseline strategic 
signif icance score

Baseline habitat 
units

Required Action to Meet Trading 
Rules

Proposed Broad Habitat Proposed habitat  Distinctiveness change Condition change Strategic significance
Strategic 

signif icance

Strategic 
signif icance 

multiplier

Standard time to 
target condition 

(years)

Habitat enhanced in 
advance (years) 

Delay in starting 
habitat enhancement 

(years)

Standard or adjusted time to 
target condition

Final t ime to target 
condition (years)

Final t ime to 
target 

multiplier

Standard 
diff iculty of  

enhancement
Applied diff iculty multiplier

Final dif f iculty 
of enhancement

Diff iculty 
multiplier 

applied
User comments Planning authority comments

Habitat 
reference 

number

1 Grassland - Modified grassland 0.114843611 Low 2 Moderate 2
Low Strategic 
Significance

1 0.46
Same distinctiveness or better habitat 

required ≥
Heathland and shrub Mixed scrub Low - Medium

Lower Distinctiveness Habitat - 
Moderate

0.027 Medium 4 Moderate 2
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1 5 Standard time to target condition 
applied

5 0.837 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.20

Total habitat area 0.03 0.20

Post intervention habitats 

Diff iculty risk multipliers

Project Name: North Herts Leisure Centre Decarbonisation Project     Map Reference: 

A-3 On-Site Habitat Enhancement

Proposed Habitat (Broad habitat pre-populated but can be overridden) Change in distinctiveness and condition

Change in broad habitat type detected. Check compliance with guidance ⚠

Total Net Unit Change
Total Net % Change

Trading Rules Satisfied

0.15
10.42%

Distinctiveness

Temporal risk multiplier

Yes ✓

Area habitat summary

Baseline habitats Strategic significance

Area 
(hectares) 

Comments

Habitat units 
delivered

ScoreCondition Score

Condense / Show Rows
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Condense / Show Columns




