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LAND AT GREEN LANE, ASHWELL

HDA Ref: 1139.1

Date: 15t August 2024

TECHNICAL NOTE TO ACCOMPANY BIODIVERSITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT

CALCULATIONS

1.

This briefing note accompanies the Biodiversity Impact Assessment calculation
prepared in relation to the development proposals for Land at Green Lane, Ashwell.

2. The Biodiversity Impact Assessment calculation is based on the landscape plan set
out within the Landscape Layout Plan (HDA, 2024).

3. The Biodiversity Impact Assessment calculator used was Defra’'s Statutory
Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool. The plans associated with the calculation are
provided within Appendix 1 and extracts from the assessment calculator are included
within Appendix 2.

Broad habitats

4, The calculations for the losses and gains in broad habitats (e.g. grassland, sparsely
vegetated land) indicated on the Proposed Habitat Plan (Appendix 1) are summarised
in Table 1 below.

Table 1: Summary of losses and gains in broad habitats
Baseline Post-devili(t)gment on- On-site change
Habitat Existing area (ha) Proposed area (ha) Area change (ha)
Tvoe Existing value (biodiversity Proposed value Unit change (biodiversity
yp units) (biodiversity units) units
Individual 1.0483 1.0354 -0.0129
Trees
Grassland 0.00 0.1324 0.1324
Heathland 0.2968 0.1060 -0.1908
and scrub
Ulfserm 0.4860 0.2667 -0.2193
Woodland 0.5256 0.4353 -0.0903
and forest
5. The calculations for the losses and gains in broad habitats (e.g. grassland, woodland)

indicated on the Proposed Habitat Plan (Appendix 1) identify that the emerging
development proposals would result in a net loss in biodiversity units for broad
habitats of -0.3809 units (loss). This is a -16.16% decrease from the baseline value
of the site, thereby indicting that the proposals would not achieve an on-site
biodiversity net gain in broad habitats. In terms of biodiversity units this loss is
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relatively small. In order to achieve a 10% net gain in broad habitats, given the
predicted net loss, an offset of 0.6165 biodiversity units would be required.

6. It is recommended that the detailed landscape design for the proposed development
is developed in consultation with the project ecologists to ensure that where possible
additional enhancements are included in the final design to increase net gains for
biodiversity. In addition, the value of the site for biodiversity could be further enhanced
through delivery of measures set out in the Ecological Appraisal (HDA, 2024) which
are not represented in the Biodiversity Impact Assessment calculation®. These
measures include:

e Provision of features for bats and breeding birds on the proposed buildings.

e Provision of log and brash piles; and

e Use of fruit and nut producing species, and pollen and nectar-rich species in
the formal landscape planting scheme.

Linear Habitats

7. The Linear Impact Assessment calculation based on the loss/gain of ‘linear features’
(e.g. hedgerows, treelines) currently depicted comes out at +0.9368 units (gain). This
is an increase of approximately 20.73% of the baseline value, thereby delivering a
strong biodiversity net gain.

8. Conclusion
The Biodiversity Impact Assessment calculation based on the proposed site plan
indicates that a net loss for ‘broad habitats’ and a net gain for ‘linear habitats’ will arise
as a result of the current proposals?. Additional opportunities for further increasing the
net gains for biodiversity can continue to be explored as the development of the design
progresses.

9. At the detailed design stage if it is not possible to achieve a net gain in biodiversity
within the site (as currently indicated by the calculator), then biodiversity offsetting will
be required where any net loss is not outweighed by the planning balance. Offsite
compensation could be achieved through:

e A contribution towards a strategic scheme for appropriate off-site
compensation in the wider landscape. Such schemes are usually created and
administered by the local planning authority;

e Approaches to a third party agent, such as The Environment Bank, who set up
habitat creation and management agreements with local landowners.

1 This is due to inherent limitations in the Defra metric calculator.
2 Please note that the calculation is provisional and should be reviewed at appropriate design stages.
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Appendix 1

Supporting plans

Land at Green Lane, Ashwell/BIA Calculation/Rev A/1139.1/FF/August 2024
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Land at Green Lane, Ashwell
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Based on Ordnance Survey mapping with permission of Her Majesty's Stationery Office
Licence no. ARTB7372

@ hankinson duckett associates

The Stables, Howbery Park, Benson Lane, Wallingford, OX10 8BA
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Landscape Architecture
Masterplanning
Ecology

/




. 7

KEY
== Site boundary

O Proposed Small Urban Tree

O Retained Large Rural Tree

O Retained Medium Rural Tree
O Retained Small Rural Tree

O Tree to be removed

Hedgerow Baseline

s Native hedgerow

I Species-rich native hedgerow
To be created

[ Artificial unvegetated,
unsealed surface

Il Developed land;
sealed surface

Introduced shrub
B Mixed scrub
| A Modified grassland
[ Other neutral grassland
I Other woodland; broadleaved
v Vegetated garden

Proposed Habitats Condition
. + « Moderate
X X Poor

CLIENT:
Osprey Homes

PROJECT:
Land at Green Lane Ashwell

TITLE:
BNG Proposals Plan

SCALE AT A3: DATE:
1:500 July 2024

1139.1 /03
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Appendix 2

Extracts from Defra’s 2023 Statutory Metric Calculation Tool

Land at Green Lane, Ashwell/BIA Calculation/Rev A/1139.1/FF/August 2024



Green Lane, Ashwell

Site Name
Headline Results

Sheet Name
Headline Results

Headline BNG Targets Not Met A

Trading Rules Trading Rules Not Satisfied A

Scheme alterations or offsite units required

Habitat units 2.3567

Baseline Units Hedgerow units 4.5200

Watercourse units Zero Units Baseline

Habitat units 1.9758

Post-development Units Hedgerow units 9.5605

Watercourse units 0.0000

Habitat units

Total net unit change Hedgerow units 5.0405

Watercourse units 0.0000

Habitat units -16.16%

Total net % change Hedgerow units 111.52%

Watercourse units % target not appropriate

Habitats units required to meet target 0.6165

Hedgerow units required to meet target 0.0000

Watercourse units required to meet target 0.0000




Green Lane, Ashwell Instructions: Lost Units
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ABroad Habitat 0. Habitt type o Totlarea BN E ol Rabtat s o e, ot units lost Usercomments 1PA comments
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[ Woodiand and frest other woodiand; brosdleaved Aves/compensationnot nloca srategy/ o loc srategy 700 o | a0 053 00 | 023
[ Heathlandand shrub Miced scub Area/compensation not noca srategy/ o local srategy 00 00 2000 D || oo
(I b Ty 700 oo oo 300 | oo
| - o Vegetted garden rafcompensaion ot ol sstegy o loal ey 243000 000 01 213000 | oass
[
[
[
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[
o
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[
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[

Trees Individual trees Urban/rural tree Formally identified in local strategy 113948 97667 10483 16278 01498

[T ... | . | oo | e | e | oow

Ermor Check 1
Emor Check2
Ermor check 3

1b. Habitats to be created

Condition Assessment Comments
Acceptable condition . strategic significance E.Total Area () Habitat unitscreated onsite
ootions

A Broad Habitat 5. Habitat type . Targeted condition ] LPA comments

1 Heathand and sht Wixed serb Moderate Good e aveafcompensation not i ocal strategy/ o loca stratesy %0 00683

2 Grassand Othernewtelgrastand Moderate, Good avea/compensation nt i ocal strategy/ o local stratesy 10700 00716

3 Grassand Modfed grassond Moderate, Good = Aveajcompensation not i ocal strategy/ o loca trategy 13000 00608

s Urtan Introduced shru Aveafcompensation not i ocal strategy/ o loca strategy 8% 00166

s Urtan Developed land; sesled surface N/A-Other N/A-Other aveajcompensation not i ocal strategy/ o local strategy 59500 00000

7 utban Vegetated garden Aveajcompensation not i ocal strategy/ o loca strategy 129600 02501

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Trees Indiidl trees Urbanrural e Moderae Modenate Avesjcempensation ot nfocal stategy/ o loca sty s 01369

Totas(reas exltrees. green wall and ntetidl hard structure: o0 [
Ernor check

1c. Habitats to be enhanced

Exsing Habitat Type Enhanced Habitattype.

Baseline 5. stategc sgnificance AreaEnhanced  Enhanced Conditon TotalUnits [ET—

Broad habiat type Existing habitat type Enhancement Type A Enhanced habitat type User comments LPA comments

1 Woodland and forest Other woodtand; brosdleaved Conditon Other woodtand; broadieaved O R el e 40300 Good oasss 01120

2 Heathand and sht, Mixed ser Conditon Mixed scru Avea/compensation nt i ocal strategy/ o loca strategy 3600 Good o017 ooz9

Totals(areas exltrees, green wall and ntertidl hard structure: 43900 04770 01258

Tree sze [ Areas
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Green Lane, Ashwell Instructions: Lost Units 0.0000
| sheet Name edges & Lines of Trees T All Key Rules Satisfied v Craated Units 3.7368
2. Enter data on habitats to be created into 1b. Habitats to be created Enhancement Units 4.1037
3. Enter dataon habitats to be enhanced Into Lc. Habitas to be enhanced Net Change 50405
1a. Baseline habitats
Habitat Length (m) Baseline results [—
€. Strategic ignificance -
A.Broad Habitat 5. Habitat type D.TotalLength 17BN Folength TOtL S onctnost unitslost [rp— LPA comments
‘ 2 ‘Area/compensation notinlocal strategy/ o local strategy 35000 35000 28000 000 00000
Toals 7000 w000 | w000 | asw0 o0 | oo

Error Check 1
Error Check 2

ts to be created

Condition Assessment Comments
D. Strategic significance E. Total Length created (m) Units created on-site
A. Broad Habitat B. Habitat type Acceptable condition options €. Targeted condition User comments LPA comments
Moderate, Good Good Area/compensation notin local strategy) o local strategy 47000 36780
Poor Poor Area/compensation not in local strategy/ o local strategy 6100 00589

Hedgerows and Lines of rees|

Hedgerows and Lines of rees|

Hedgerows and Lines of rees|

Hedgerows and Lines of rees|

Hedgerows and Lines of rees|

Hedgerows and Lines of rees|

Hedgerows and Lines of rees|

Hedgerows and Lines of rees|

Hedgerows and Lines of rees|

Hedgerows and Lines of rees|

Hedgerows and Lines of rees|

Hedgerows and Lines of rees|

Hedgerows and Lines of rees|

Hedgerows and Lines of rees|

Hedgerows and Lines of rees|

Hedgerows and Lines of rees|

Hedgerows and Lines of rees|

Hedgerows and Lines of rees|

Totals 55100 37368
Error Check 1

Existing Habitat Type Enhanced Habitat type Comments

1c. Habitats to be enhanced

Baseline ref 8. Strategi sgnificance Enhanced Condition  TotalUnits  NetImprovement

Length
Broad habitat type: Existing habitat type Enhancement Type A. Enhanced habitat type Enhanced (m) User comments LPA comments

2 Condition Species-ich native hedgerow Area/compensation not inlocal srategy/ no local strategy | 35000 Good 4107 13037

5000 T T o ]





