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Background

L1

1.2

1.3.

1.4.

This Statement of Community Involvement (‘SCI') has been prepared by Lightrock Power
Limited (‘Lightrock Power’), in respect of an Application or Full Planning Permission for
Westfield Energy Conservation Park which incorporates a Battery Energy Storage System
(BESS), co-located ground mounted solar farm, associated infrastructure, access, biodiversity
enhancements and landscaping (the ‘Proposed Development’) on land south of A507 at
Westfield Common, Hertfordshire (‘the Site’). The Site is entirely within the jurisdiction of North
Hertfordshire District Council (“the Council’).

The Site comprises 187.3ha, and the operational life of the Proposed Development is

anticipated to be 40 years. Construction would likely be completed within 12-18 months.

Lightrock Power are a boutique developer that focus on a small number of high-quality
projects at any one time. Projects focus on decarbonising the UK energy sector, providing

biodiversity enhancement, and raising the overall standard of development in the sector.

Lightrock Power resolved to adopt a comprehensive approach to pre-application
consultation (“consultation”) at Westfield Energy Conservation Park, with the aim to fully
reflect the will of the community. Early engagement with the closest neighbours, and enlisting
the support of a specialist communications company, Counter Context, supported this

mission.

Community Engagement Plan

1.5.

1.6.

1.7.

The team at Lightrock Power believe that good community and stakeholder engagement
should be a priority and that this part of the development process is invaluable in shaping
and informing the design.

A staggered approach was taken to informing the community of the Proposed Development,
with initial communications being sent to the twelve closest properties on 29" January 2025,

and the consultation period closing on 28" March 2025.

Lightrock Power found the exercise informative and can demonstrate how feedback has
shaped the layout. The detail of the process can be found below, with appendices from page
19.
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Closest Neighbours

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

The Site has relatively few close neighbours, so Lightrock Power sought early and meaningful

engagement with these households in advance of any wider consultation activity.

Chris Sowerbutts, founder of Lightrock Power sent an introductory letter (appendix A) to the
twelve properties in the immediate vicinity of the Site (appendix B) on 29" January 2025. The

letter comprised:

A site plan with numbered fields (appendix C)

e The opportunity to provide input into location of solar panels, BESS units, and wildlife
enhancement areas

e Arequest for local knowledge of flora and fauna in the area

e AnInvitation to meet with Chris on 5™ February 2025

e Chris’s personal contact details

Three neighbours responded to the letter, with two being able to meet on the 5" February

2025, and one remaining in contact via email.

Chris Sowerbutts and Andy Fewings (Head of Development) visited the two neighbours at

their houses. Discussion topics included:

e Particular fields to be used

¢ Noise pollution

e Light pollution

e lLocalroads, particularly in reference to weight limit, tight bends, and localised congestion

e Water contamination

e Access to bridleways

¢ Muntjac and Roe Deer, Red Kite, Stoat, Water Vole, Swift, Sparrowhawk, Buzzard, Wren,
Badger, Fox, Bats.

One neighbour requested a visual representation of how the Proposed Development may look

from their window. This was commissioned by Lightrock Power and provided.

Local Planning Authority

2.6.

27.

A request for pre-application advice was submitted to the Council on the 11" February 2025,
and their reply was received on the 24" June 2025. A delay had been incurred due to annual
leave within the Council.

A pre-application phone call was held on 25™ June 2025. Although at this stage the
consultation had already passed, Lightrock Power had followed the Consultation Objectives
laid out in the Council's Community Consultation Strategy.
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Elected Representatives

2.8. Elected representatives were sent an introductory email (appendix D) on 18" February 2025.
This outlined the project and the consultation process, and offered a briefing so that they
could prepare themselves for any questions that they might be asked during the

consultation.
MP for North East Hertfordshire

2.9. Chris Hinchliff, MP for North East Hertfordshire replied with some concerns about the
consultation process. Lightrock Power were able to respond in good time with further details
of how they would consult with the local community ahead of any submission, and confirmed

that they were already in contact with the closest neighbours.

210. Lightrock Power’s consultation had been designed to go above and beyond the expectations
laid out on the Council's website.

The Council

21. Lightrock Power did not receive a reply from Ward Member for Weston and Sandon, Clir Steve
Jarvis.

Hertfordshire County Council

212.  Llightrock Power did not receive a reply from County Councillor for Royston West and Rural, Clir

Steve Jarvis.
Parish Council

213.  Lightrock Power did not receive a reply from Clothall with Luffenhall Parish Council at this

stage.

3.1 The consultation was launched on 25™ February 2025 and ran until 28" March 2025. The
elected representatives were contacted again (appendix E), and a postcard (appendix F, G),
press release (appendix H), and press advertisement (appendix 1) were issued to inform the

wider community.

Local Community

A launch postcard was issued to all properties within Ikm of the Site (appendix G) in the week
commencing 17™ February 2025, to be delivered in line with the consultation launching. The
postcard included:

e Brief project overview

e Site map

e URL and QR code for the project website
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o Dedicated contact details (email address, phone number, postal address, survey web
address)

e Date, time and location of consultation events

Elected Representatives

3.2. Elected representatives were sent an email on 25" February 2025 to confirm that the
consultation was now live, as well as another project overview, times, dates, and locations for

the exhibition event and webinar, and another invitation to a briefing with Lightrock Power.
MP for North East Hertfordshire

3.3. Chris Hinchliff, MP for North East Hertfordshire replied to this email, and Lightrock Power’s
response to his previous concerns with thanks. He raised a further question regarding the

response if the community feel that the Site is inappropriate for the Proposed Development.

3.4. Lightrock Power stated that they would respond to specific points of concern after they had
been raised, rather than speculating in advance. Mr Hinchliff was signposted to the section of

the project website which detailed why this specific Site had been chosen.
The Council

3.5. Lightrock Power did not receive a reply from Ward Member for Weston and Sandon, Clir Steve

Jarvis.
Hertfordshire County Council

3.6. Lightrock Power did not receive a reply from County Councillor for Royston West and Rural, Clir

Steve Jarvis.
Parish Council

3.7. Lightrock Power did not receive a reply from Clothall with Luffenhall Parish Council at this
stage.

Press

3.8. A press release was issued to Axis Magazine, BBC News Online, The Herts Advertiser, The
Comet, Herts Live, Royston News and Life Magazines on February 25™ 2025. To Lightrock
Power’s knowledge, the press release was not published. The press release covered:

e Project overview
e Link to consultation materials
e Background on Lightrock Power

e Contact details

3.9. Tocombat the risk of local press not publishing the press release, Lightrock Power took out
three paid advertisements in the printed edition of the Hertfordshire Mercury. These were

placed on 27™ February, 6" March, and 13 March 2025. The advertisement covered:
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e Brief project overview

URL and QR code for the project website
Dedicated contact details (email address, phone number, postal address, survey web

address)

e Date, time and location of consultation events

Website

4. A project website, (Appendix J) was launched as an information hub, to provide context to the
Proposed Development, an introduction to Lightrock Power, details of consultation events, and
ways to contact the team. The website comprised the following:
¢ Home Page: an interactive map, an outline of Lightrock Power’s approach to biodiversity,

solar and BESS, times and locations for consultation events, a link to a survey, contact
details, and a sign-up box for those who want project updates via a mailing list.

e Why Here?: Rationale for choosing the site, list of surveys and reports, quotes from The
Council’s Local Plan, Sustainability Supplementary Planning Document, and Climate
Change Strategy.

e Lightrock Solar: Facts about Solar Farms and Lightrock Power’s approach to development.

e Lightrock BESS: Facts about BESS and Lightrock Power’s approach to development.

e Who Are We?: An introduction to Lightrock Power, the team and their ethos.

e Q&As: A selection of questions that had been asked at previous projects. This section was
updated following the consultation events to reflect questions specific to the Proposed

Development

4.2. The website was updated as such:
Date Update
24" February 2025 Times and locations of the consultation events
18" March 2025 Exhibition boards from the public events
26" March 2025 A recording of the Webinar and an updated Q&A section

Public Exhibition

4.3. A public exhibition (Appendix K) was held at Rushden Village Hall on Tuesday 18" March 2025
from 3pm-7pm. Ten representatives of Lightrock Power were in attendance, including Co-
Founder, Chris Sowerbutts, Head of Development, Andy Fewings, and experts in Landscape,

Ecology, Transport, and Heritage, among others.
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4.4. 14 information boards were displayed:
e Westfield Energy Conservation Park
e Lightrock Power
e Why Here?

e Lightrock Solar

e Lightrock Bess

e Biodiversity

e Transport

e Community Benefit
e FAQs

¢ Planning

e Photomontage

e Photomontage

e Photomontage

e Photomontage

45. The event was well attended, with a steady flow of guests throughout the day. In total,
Lightrock Power and its representatives spoke to 68 attendees. This included a mixture of
neighbours, politicians (including Clir Steve Jarvis), and others with a local interest. Topics
discussed included:
¢ Local scheme being proposed by another developer
e Visual impact
e Local deer population
e Who are Lightrock Power?

e Long term project ownership

e Botany

e Cumulative impact

¢ Noise

e Scepticism about BNG

e Agricultural Land Classification
e Footpath accessibility

e Transport routes

e Archaeology
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4.6.

Webinar

4.7.

4.8.

4.9.

4.10.

Survey

4.11.

4.12.

Lightrock Power felt it was a positive event and are confident that all attendees were given an
opportunity to have their questions answered.

A webinar was held on 25" March 2025 and ran from 6pm-7pm. The Webinar had been
publicised via the project website, postcard, and press advert, as well as in the consultation

launch email, received by the Key Stakeholders.

Five attendees had registered to attend, but only two attendees joined on the day. Two

project representatives were in attendance.

The exhibition boards were presented, followed by Q&A session. Topics discussed included:
e Location of the infrastructure within the Site
e Capacity of the Site

The Proposed Development was to be informed by the results of the pre-application
consultation, as well as the surveys that were being undertaken at the time of the webinar. As
the design process was still live at this point, Lightrock Power were unable to provide definitive
answers to the questions, however they believe it was a positive event, where the attendees

voices were heard.

An anonymous survey was available throughout the consultation period and received 16
responses (appendix L). 13 responses were received via the Survey Monkey website, two paper

copies were handed over at the exhibition event, and one sent via email.

12 (80% of) respondents felt that it's important for grid operators to keep the electricity
network safe and reliable, and 11 (73%) were in favour of modernising the electricity network,
while only 3 (20%) felt that solar was a good option for this area.

10
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4.13.

414,

4.15.

4.16.

4.17.

Only one respondent offered a suggestion for the community benefit fund — Beane Valley

Chalk Streams.

Respondents appreciated:
e Well screened
e Biodiversity gains

¢ Sustainability is at the front of Lightrock Power’s Mind

Respondents had concerns about:

e Reduction of agricultural land use

e Visual impact

e Procurement

e Brownfield sites or roofs might be more appropriate
e Biodiversity

¢ Impact on the local community
The largest proportion of respondents - 11 (69%) - had heard of the project through a local
community website/social media. 12 (80% of) respondents had local postcodes. All but one

respondent claimed to be a local resident, local business, or local councillor.

3 (19% of) respondents were in favour of the Proposed Development.

Direct Contact

4.18.

4.19.

4.20.

Dedicated contact details were publicised throughout the consultation. An email address,

phone number and freepost address were available for all community stakeholders.

Lightrock Power did not receive any phone calls or letters through the dedicated channels, but
did receive four emails, covering the following subjects:

e Will there be a community benefit?

e Request to be included in mailings

¢ Invitation to view the Site from their home

e A completed survey from the Parish Council
All emails received a reply.

Chris Sowerbutts remains in personal contact, via phone and/or email, with several members

of the community.

11
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British Horse Society

4.21.

4.22.

4.23.

Updates

4.24.

4.25.

4.26.

5.1

5.2

5.3.

Location

6.1.

The British Horse Society contacted Lightrock Power on 7" March 2025. A meeting was
arranged for the following week, on 12" March 2025.

Topics discussed included their desire to have more joined up system of bridleways and
byways. Lightrock Power asked for a ‘wishlist’, which they provided on the 27" March 2025.
Lightrock Power are considering their suggestions at the time of writing.

They were grateful for the engagement and opportunity to inform the design.

Everyone who registered to attend the webinar was sent an email on 24" March 2025 with a

new sign-up link (Appendix M).

Elected representatives were sent an email on the 26™ March to remind them that the

consultation would soon be closing (Appendix N).

Webinar attendees and those who registered were sent an email on the 28" March to inform
them that the recording was now online, and that the Q&As had also been updated
(Appendix O).

An update postcard (appendix P) was issued to all properties within Tkm of the Site (the same

as received the previous postcard) in the week commencing 16" June 2025.

An update email (appendix Q) was issued to the elected representatives and those that

signed up to the mailing list on 30" June 2025.

Elected representatives, and those that signed up to the mailing list, will be sent a further
update once the planning application has been validated by the Council.

Other local scheme being proposed

Lightrock Power are aware of another development that is being proposed close by, however
they have no involvement in this project, and although each will be assessed by its relevant
Council on its individual merit, the Westfield planning application has considered the

cumulative effects of the two schemes in the technical reports where applicable and as

12
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6.2.

6.3.

6.4.

requested by the Council in their pre-application response. The other scheme falls within a

different Local Planning Authority (East Herts Council) to Westfield Energy Conservation Park.

Visual Impact, cumulative impact, impact on local archaeology

The planning application has been submitted with an Environmental Statement which
specifically considers the Landscape and Visual Impact of the Proposed Development
including the in combination effects (cumulative) of the nearby Beane Valley Solar project. In
addition, to assess the potential effect on Heritage and Archaeology, the application is
accompanied by a Heritage Desk Based Assessment and accompanying geophysical survey
which also considers the cumulative effects of the Proposed Development and the Beane
Valley Solar project on nearby heritage assets. These documents will be assessed by experts
at the Council, and the application will only be approved if they consider the impacts

acceptable.

Location

The Site was chosen for the following reasons:

e No statutory or non-statutory ecological designations associated with the Site

e Outside of any National Park, National Landscape Area or Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty

¢ Located predominantly within Flood Zone 1 (lowest risk)

¢ More than half a kilometre from any listed buildings

e Good road access with existing field access

Lightrock Power appreciate that many members of the local community feel that this is the
wrong location, however renewable energy projects are required up and down the country in
order to reach the UK’s net zero target. Westfield Energy Conservation Park will be well
screened, and focusses not just on generation and storage, but also places a strong

emphasis on protecting and enhancing the local biodiversity. A 2025 study from Copper

Consultancy showed that 77% of adults in Great Britain are supportive of the development of
solar energy in their local areq, with 55% becoming more supportive over the last year alone.

Industrialisation of the Countryside/character of the area

The Proposed Development will protect the land for an agricultural future. Projects such as
Westfield Energy Conservation Park are temporary, and it is often a condition of planning that
the land is returned to its prior use once the infrastructure has been removed at the end of its
operational lifespan. It will have no moving parts and is not expected to be audible from any
residential properties or public rights of way. The Proposed Development will be well screened

using native trees and tall hedgerows. Details can be found in the Environmental Masterplan.

13
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6.5.

Use of Brownfield Sites and roofs

Unfortunately, any brownfield sites that are big enough to accommodate a project of this size
are already earmarked for other developments such as housing. Given that housing is
permanent, creates increased traffic, requires extensive supportive infrastructure, and has a
largely detrimental effect on biodiversity, it is considered more suitable to put housing on the
brownfield sites and solar developments on greenfield sites.

Effect on Local People

6.6.

6.7.

6.8.

6.9.

Noise

There is some noise generated on site during the construction stage — from the construction
traffic and from fixing the frame that supports the solar panels into the ground. Once built,
there is no noise from the solar panels. Medium Voltage Stations may produce a low-level
noise, but this should not be audible from the site boundaries.

Older battery technology was air cooled by fans, but modern technology uses liquid cooling,
similar to a refrigerant, which is much quieter. Nevertheless, the Local Authority and
Environmental Health have very strict requirements on noise levels, which would be controlled
via planning condition. These conditions can be enforced by the Local Authority, should they

ever be breached.

The Noise Assessment submitted with this planning application found that there will be no

audible sound at the nearest sensitive receptors.

Construction traffic

Construction is expected to take 12-18 months. Lightrock Power recognise that even though
the construction spans a very short period in the lifecycle of the project, it is a key concern for
local residents. The Construction Traffic Management Plan, submitted with the application,

takes all the concerns raised during consultation into consideration.

Light pollution
The Site will not be permanently lit. Inward-facing CCTV cameras will use infra-red

technology.

Public Rights of Way

One of the Site’s neighbours had concerns that their access to the public rights of way would
be affected. Lightrock have designed the Proposed Development to ensure no impact to
existing access, and are exploring ways to improve it. All public rights of way will remain open

during construction, and will be buffered with 7.5 metres of mitigation planting.

14
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6.10.

6.11.

6.12.

6.13.

6.14.

Better connectivity of byways and bridleways

The British Horse Society were keen to see new and upgraded bridleways and the addition of
a “park and ride” car park on-site. While Lightrock Power appreciate how important these
routes are, they are unable to introduce any new access. All available options are being
considered.

Consultation Period

Lightrock Power’s consultation took a staggered approach, spanning over more than eight
weeks. They gained lots of valuable insight, and as such, made the decision to extend the
planning timeline. Instead of submitting in April 2025, as originally planned, submission has
been pushed back to the Summer of 2025.

Effect on Tourism
Lightrock Power do not anticipate the Proposed Development to impact local tourism,
however this is something that the Council will consider as part of their assessment of the

application.

Nothing in it for the Local Community

Lightrock Power would provide a significant community benefit endowment, designed to last
in perpetuity, as well as being able to provide ad-hoc local funding, and gifts of books to local
primary schools. Only one suggestion for community benefit was suggested throughout the

consultation period.

Water contamination

Solar Panels are made predominantly from aluminium, glass, and silicon, which will not
contaminate water. The battery units will be housed within cabinets, which will stand on
impermeable membrane. In the unlikely event of a fire, a penstock fitted to the BESS
compound outflow would be closed, preventing fire water from entering local waterways.
Further information can be found in the Battery Safety Management Plan, submitted as part
of the application.

Farming and Food Production

6.15.

6.16.

Agricultural Land Classification
The ALC report submitted with the application shows that the largest proportion (62%) of the
usable area of the Site is low-grade agricultural land.

Loss of Agricultural Land
Studies have debunked the myth that efficient modern solar farms pose a threat to UK food

security. The UK Government’s Food Security Report, published in 2024 states “It is plausible

that with continued growth in output and conducive market conditions, that food production

15
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levels could be maintained or moderately increased alongside the land use change required

to meet our Net Zero and Environment Act targets and commitments.”

President for the National Farmers’ Union (NFU), Tom Bradshaw, agrees and condemns
sensationalist claims about food security. He told Politico “It's a small amount of land which is
being taken out of production”. In fact, more UK land is taken up by golf courses than solar
farms.

6.17.  Reduction in Soil Fertility Over Time
Lightrock mount solar panels on C shaped pile-driven frames, so there is very little land

disturbance. It's estimated that less than 0.3% of the soil over-sailed by a solar farm is
impacted. Combined with conservation grazing, it means that the soil quality is actually

improved over the years, ready for when the land is returned to farming.

Biodiversity

6.18. Local flora and fauna
Lightrock Power are proud of their track record for bringing biodiversity enhancements to
areas local to our projects. Solar panels are raised off the ground, which means that the
space underneath can be utilised for biodiversity. Planting and biodiversity advice has been
taken from RSPB and Buglife, who in this instance have recommended meadow grass, native
wildflowers, and scrub. More details of this can be found in the Environmental Masterplan.
Dedicated biodiversity enhancement areas would be likely to contain enhancements such as
traditional fruit trees, ponds with wetland reed beds, enhanced native hedging, and a bee
bank. Mitigation has been designed to allow deer movement across the landscape. The areas
of solar will be seasonally grazed by a low density of sheep, which as well as providing shelter
for the livestock, means that no mechanical machinery is needed to maintain the length of
the flora.

The following table shows the widths of buffering proposed:

Ancient Woodland 15m
Woodland 10m
Badger Setts 30m
Barn Owl boxes 30m
Woodland Planting 7.5-10m
Native Shrub Planting 5m
Native Scrub Planting 5m

Solar Habitat 2025, a collaborative longitudinal study from Solar Energy UK, Clarkson Woods,

Lancaster University, and Wychwood Biodiversity, shows that “From wildflowers and
hedgerows to butterflies, birds, and mammails, [..] solar farms, when designed and

maintained with biodiversity in mind, can make a meaningful contribution to nature
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recovery”. The RSPB and Cambridge University came to a similar conclusion in their 2025

study, Solar farm management influences breeding bird responses in an arable-dominated

landscape, which showed that Solar farms managed for nature can boost bird numbers and
biodiversity.

The Solar industry

6.19.

6.20.

6.21.

Solar Should be on Roofs
Lightrock Power agree, and would like to see stronger planning legislation in this regard. While

it currently looks as though all newbuild houses will have to have solar panels on their roofs by

2027, solar farms would still be required to meet the UK’s net zero obligations.

Unethical Manufacture
Lightrock Power will be working with their developers, EPCs, and manufacturers to ensure that

their supply chains are not associated with forced labour issues. Lightrock Power have signed
Solar Energy UK’s Industry Supply Chain Statement, and have a zero-tolerance approach to

slavery and human trafficking.

Pollution Caused by Used Panels

Any consent would have a decommissioning condition attached to it by the Council which
stipulates that before the end of the operational lifetime (typically with 6 months to go), a
scheme for decommissioning would need to be submitted to and approved in writing.

Like any other electrical waste, solar panels need to be disposed of responsibly. In Europe over

70% of PV manufacturers take part in a global PV CYCLE Network that helps producers meet

the legal obligations of the Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) Directive

legislation. As members of this initiative, producers are actively engaged in the sustainability
of their product during manufacturing and throughout its lifespan. Components of the panels

are broken down and recycled, not just disposed of.

Lithium-lon batteries are subject to the Waste Batteries and Accumulators Regulations. The
general disposal route is back to the manufacturer, where the batteries would be stripped of
all usable components, the cells sent for crushing, sorting and smelting, and the usable raw

material fed back into the supply chain.

What is Lightrock Power’s position, and will the project be sold?

Lightrock Power work with various operators to develop solar farms in the UK. While the initial
planning and design work is carried out by Lightrock Power, the installation and maintenance
is typically taken on by the operator. Any planning permission and conditions apply to the Site
itself, which means Lightrock Power and the operator are both committed to their

implementation. Negotiations with operators are ongoing at the time of writing.
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Field Selection

6.22. The closest neighbours were keen to be involved with solar field selection, and gave their
preference for fields to avoid. As a result, panels have been completely removed from four of
the five fields suggested for removal, and the panelled area has been significantly reduced in
the fifth.
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7. Appendices

Appendix A: Introductory Letter

Lightrock Pawer, Electric Works, 2 Concourse Wy, Sheffleld, 51 281

—
LIGHTROCK

Deor neighbour,

I writing te you because Lightreck Power are considenng dn energy consenation park
on land ot Munches Farm. We have identified your property os one of the closast
neighbours and would like to involve you eorly on in the plonning procese.

At the morment our plans are at the sarly stages, and we would like to give you the
opportunity to input into which fields we use for solar panels, energy storage, and
wildlife enhancemeant arsoe As wildlife-friendly developers, the enhancement fields are
of porticular importance, and we would like to know which species you are familiar with
g2aing on ond around the site. We will work with RSPE and Buglife to build additional
habitat, and this will have the combined benefit of offering screening from the
infrostructiure that we plan to bulld alongside.

1will be in the neighbourhood on Wednesday 5 of February, and am keen to meet you
to discuss how to bast proceed. Once I've met with you, we will create o site plan and
recich out to the wider community.

I hove enclosed o plon of the form with numbered fields for you to view before our visit.

Should you wish to take me up on my offer, please contoct me on 07799 064170 or at
chris@lightrockpowercom and we can finalise a time. If you are not avaoiloble on the
dbove dates, then pladse suggest an alternative, and Daill work to fitit in te my
schadula.

Yours falthiully,
Chis Sowerbutts,

Lightrock Powear
www lightrockpower.com

Appendix B: Location of Closest 12 Properties

Google Earth
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Appendix C: Site Plan with Numbered Fields
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Munches Farm - Field Plan LIGHTROCK

Appendix D: Elected Representatives’ Introductory Email (example)

o

—
LIGHTROCK
18 February 2025
Dear Mrs Hopkins,
Introduction to Lightrock Power's for Energy Park at

Munches Farm, Cumberiow Green

1 am writing to you as the Clerk for Ciathall with Luffenhal Parish Council o let you know that Lightrock
Power has submitied a screening reguest in ralation to proposals for a new Enargy Consarvation Park
on land at Munches Farm, Cumberiow Green. and provide detals about the forthcoming community
consultation we intend to hold.

Project overview

Lightrock Power is bringing forward proposals for Westfield Energy Canservation Park. which would
be located on fand at Munches Farm, Cumberiow Green, The project would feature a wikdlife-friendly
Solar Farm, a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), and iodiversity enhancement areas.

Uniike a traditional solar farm, our proposal includes co-localed BESS and has been designed to
produce renewable energy while actively enhancing the ste's ecology

The BESS would be able impon alecincity whan generators, such as the co-located solar panels, are
producing more electricity than s being used. The stored power would then be sent back o the grid
when it is needed most. This helps avoid issues caused when Fansporing the excess energy across
country or having to rely on fossil fuels. BESS Is craical 1o halp us kaep the lights on across Great
Britain. Without it. any excess power generated by clean renewables at times of low demand could be
wasted

We proactively plan our projects in collaboration with RSPE and Buglife. It means our plans
incorporate a range of ecological features that will support and restore wildife habitats, ensuring the
bast possible outcome for local biodiversity. These will typically include enhancements such as native
wildfiower and hay meadows. new hedgerows with native flowering shrubs and trees, and speoal!y
designed corridors to allow deer across the As well as 9

connectivity, thesa measuras wil haip softan the view from nearby roads and residencas.

By elivering signdficant carbon savings, storing the electricity generated by solar for times when ils
needed most snd enhancng local biodversity, Westisid Energy Consenvation Park wil play a vital
role in gecarbonising the UK alectricity grid while also supporting nature recovery i line with both
local and national environmental targets.

Purpose of the Screening Opinion

‘We submitied 3 formal request for 3 9 opinion 1o North District Council on 14
Fetruary 2025 lo determine whether any future planning appication would need o be accompanied
by an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), reported in an Environmental Statement. This is an
additional requirement for some planning applications that evaluates the potential environmental
offects of a proposed development under the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 2017.

The request is very separate o the main planning application which wil follow at & later date. Despite
our opinion that an FIA & not required, we would fke fo reassure you that a very comprehensive
planning apphcation wil be submated and will be accompansed by a full set of anvironmental studies,

the scope of which wil be agreed with North Hertfordshire District Council, The findings of these
studhes will inform our final design ensuring that effects are
considered

Next Steps
We expect 1o submit a planning application 1o North Hertfordshire District Council in late spring
In ao«m o’ths we will tarry uu 2 programme of public consultation intended to give local

10 find out mare abowt our proposals and fell us
what they mnm This conlumon will run for 31 days, from 25 February to 28 March 2025.

We wil consider all the comments we receive over the course of this consultation to help us refine the
plans we sat out In our final planning application. The ambition being to shape a strong set of
proposals that are sensitive to and respect the concerns of local communities. We would also
welcome Suggestions for Lrojects or inliatives which we could support of defiver that weuld benefit
those communities closest 10 the project

Ralsing awareness and telling people about Westfleld Energy Conservation Park
Ahead of consultation lsunching, we are vmlmg 10 efected oficials, parish coundls, near neighbours,

and ralavant which may be intarested in the projact to
introduce our proposals.

A project website: waw westiicidenerovconservationpark.com is now live and wil be updated to
pravide about the we are an and how you can take part from 25

Fabruary 2025 whan tha consultation opans. It will aiso mclude an oniine fasdback form which people
can use to submit their views and comments  us.

Interested parties can regnm mel details with us via the websde 1 they woulki ke 1o be updated
drectly as now Energy Park becomes available

In acvance of the consultation launch, we Wil Issue a postcard by dract mall 10 residents and
businesses in the vicinity of the project to lot them know aboust the consultation taking place, and
where information can be found. We will aise be engaging with regional print and broadcast media to
secure editoral and place advertisements.

As part of the consuitation, we wil be hokling an in-person event and an online webinar. More detalls
about these events will be shared closer to the time.

Members of the public are inviled (o altend ether of these events 10 meet the project team, find out
more about our proposais and provide faedback

Invitation to briefing meeting

To help provide the Parish Council with more information aboul the project and 1o address any queries,
we would ke to offer you a baefing meating. This meating would provide the Councl with the chanca
to chat with us directly about the project 1o find cut more and ask questons,

We plan to bagin holding brisfing meetings from the week commencing 24 February onwards. Please
et s know if you would ke o book i a session with cur team to discuss the project

To gt in touch with the Community Relations tears A

1: 0808 268 7338
E: Info@westfiddenergyconservationpark com

FREEPOST Westlield Energy Conservation Park —
www westfieldenergyrorseniationpack com
LIGHTROCK
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In the meantime, we wil contnue 1o keep you updated as the project progresses. If you should need
any assistance. of would like to discuss nything furiher please do contact the project community
wauons lenm by calling 0808 168 7888 (9am-5pm; Mon-Fri), or sending an emad 10

i danergyconservatonpark com. Anyone wishing 1o do 50 can also write 10 us at
FREE’OS'I’ Westfield Energy Conservation Park.

Yours sincerely.

Flona Wojclechowski
Community Stakeholder Manager
Lightrock Power

To got in touch with the Community Ralations team:

T: 0808 168 7488
£ info@westfieidenergyconservationperk com
FREEPOST Wostlield Esargy Comservation Park —

www westfieidenesgycoesenianionpark com
LIGHTROCK

Appendix E: Elected Representatives Consultation Launch Email (example)

—
LIGHTROCK irectly. Should you have any questions, please do ot hesitate to contact the project community
relations team by calling 0808 168 7888 (9am-Spm; Mon-Fri) or sending an email to
Info@westfisldenergyconservationpark.com. Anyone wishing to do 50 can also wrile to us at
FREEPOST Westfield Energy Conservation Park
Tuesday 25 Fabruary 2025 s
We ook forward 1o hearing #rom you and hopefully welcoming you 1o ona of our events.
Dear Mrs Hopkins, ring from you ¥ ing you to one
Consultation begins on Lightrock rmn proposals for Wostfiold Energy Consorvation Park Yours sincersly,
at Munches Farm, Cumberiow Groy
Flona Wojclechowski
Further to our previous correspordence, we are pleased to anncunce that today (Tuesday 25 Community Stakeholder Manager
February 2025). Lightrock Power has launched a community consultation on proposais for a new Ughtrock Power
Energy Conservation Park at Munches Fam, Cumbariow
Project overview
Lightrock Power is beinging forward proposals for Westfield Energy Conservation Park. which would
ba located on nd at Munches Farm, Cumberiow Grean, The projct would foature a wikllife-friendly
Solar Farm, & Batlery Energy Storage System (BESS), and biodiversity enhancement areas.
By delivering significant carbon savings, storing the electricity generated by solar for times when its
needed most and enhancng local biodwersity, Westlield Energy Gonservation Park wil play a vital
role in decarbonising the UK efectricity grid while 8lso supporting nature recovery  ine with both
local and rational envircnmental target
Whoro we are now
We have now lsunched the communiy consuliation for Sweetbriar Energy Park. The consultation
will run from Tuosday 25 Fobruary to Friday 28 March 2025.
As part of the consutation, we are hoiding bath an in-person and online event, providing opportunities
for the community and interested parties to meet the project team, find out more information about the
proposals and provide feedback. The event dates are as folows
«  Tuesday 18 March 2025 - 3pm to 7pm — Rushden Village Hall (Chureh End. Rushden, SG
0sQ)
«  Tuesday 25 March 2025 - 6pm ~ 7pen - Comemunity Webinar (online)
To regster, please vist www. com
Invitation to briefing meeting
Further o our previous letter, we would like o reiterate cur offer of a briefing meeting 1o help provide
members of the Pansh Council with more information about the project and 1o answer any questions.
or quenes.
Please st us know If you would like 1o book in 8 session with our team and we'll aange cne at your
convenience.
Contact us
Project speciic communications channels have been set up 5o people can get in touch with us To g1 in touch with the Community Selatians tear —
T:0808 168 738
£ info@westfisidenergyconsenvationpork com
FREEPOST Westlieid Esergy Conservation Park —
 westieidene pyceesarationpack com
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— Ry

LIGHTROCK

™ G
Westfield Energy Conservation Park ~
Lightrock Power are proposing a wildlife friendly Energy Conservation Park on land ot Munches Farm, Cumberlow Green. The
project would include a Solar Farm, a Battery Energy Storage System, and areas of dedicated biodiversity enhancement,

At Lightrock, we are committed to achieving the best possible autcomes for biodiversity. We wark in partnership with RSPE and
Buglife, drawing on their expertise to tailor our strategies to each of our sites and their unique environmeants. We also love to
hear ideas from the cammunity, as local wildiife knowledge at an early stage can healp us deliver even better outcomes, so
please get involved in the community cansultation if you can.

Recent changes to planning regulations mean all new developments must achieve a 10% biodiversity net gain (BNG). At
Lightrack, we gim for much mora than that and hove we've been able achieve over 100% on some of our previous projects.

sclar Farms are still, quiet, efficient, and reliable. Renewables are the cheapest way to generate electricity, and ground
mounted solar power is one of the cheapest forms of renewables.

The Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) would store surplus electricity generated during periods of low demand, ensuring it
can be fed back into the grid when energy is needed mest. Without o BESS, this excess renewable power would be wasted.

This project will deliver significant carbon sovings, supporting the decarbonisation of the UK electricity grid in line with both
local and national government targets. By reducing reliance on fossil fuels, we con move toward a cleaner, more affordable
energy future.

Our pi 1 will run from 25th February to 28th March 2025

info@westfieldanergyconservationpark.com

Public 3pm-Tpm, Tuesday 18th March 2025

Exhibition: Rushden Village Hall, Church End, Rushden, $G9 0SQ 0808 168 7888 (Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm)

Online  Bpm-7pm, Tuesday 25th March 2025 FREEPOST Westfield Energy Conservation Park

Webinar:  Sign up at www.westfieldenergyconservationpark.com @

om

AR Westfield Energy Conservation Park
LIGHTROCK e e =
————— - —~ — .(s(—\‘
| Westfield Energy Conservation Park would be contained within the red line boundary. e g
| ftee 3N ¢ P _4 ~ Y

Following early feedback, we have already reduced our
< area of focus to this boundary.

It is our further aim to ensure the areas within the red line
that are close to our neighbours' homes, would be used for
biodiversity enhancement meosures. These measures
would also provide a natural and sensitive butfer, as well as
helping to screen the necessary infrastructure beyond from
view,

We are still refining the design, and updates will be
availoble as the consultation progresses, whilst we
incorporate the feedback and site survey data we receive.

Scan the QR

code to vist

the project
website

RSPB

buglife

LIGHTROCK

Appendix G: Postcard distribution area

Naide,

Weston

HALL'S GREEN

§EGREAT ASHBY.

Shaw Green

Cumberlow
Green

Hare Street
Cromer

Ardeley
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Appendix H: Press Release

A

LIGHTROCK[" '

LIGHTROCK POWER CONFIRMS PLANS FOR WESTFIELD ENERGY
CONSERVATION PARK

Lightrock Powar, an independent ranewable ensrgy company, has taday launched a
community consultation on plans for a wildiifa frisndly Energy Conservation Park on land at
Munches Farm, Curbsrlow Green.

Lightrock's plens fur Westfiels Enengy Conservation Park will feature & widife-riendly soler famm, 2
Bartery Energy Siorage System (BESS), and dedicated bindiversity enhancemant areas. The.
prapossls Nugtrate Lightracks commitment [ develping eritical Infrastructure inat is sssential for
addrzssing the cimats smergency, ansuring energy securty, redusing heussheid bilk, and
supporting blodiversity

A ey fealure of 18 proposal s the co-located BESS, which wil store excass slectricity generatsd by
e salar farm when supply exceeds demand and release it back ints the gric during perinds of peak
demand. By siuating ie BESS on sita, the praposals would 252 holp mitigate thve need o rarspart
energy across the counlry, which can cause issuss for the nafinal grid

Designed in partnership with The Royal Saciety for the Protectian of Birds (RSPE) and Buglie, the
propesals have prioritisad celivering mazninghid benets for lacal blodiversty by Incorporating & rangs
of eenlogical fealunes thal will supsart and restre wildife habilals. Thess will lypieally Rciude
enhancamants such as nate widfvwer and hay meadows, naw hedgersws with firwering, shribe
and trees, and specially designed comdors o aliow deer moverment acoss the andscane.

I approved, e peoject will make & significant contriaulion owars e UK's net.rer catsn
emissions targst by 2053, whiss improving anemy sacurty by reducing depandance on cuarsess
energy providers.

Befare submilling planning applicalion of the praposals, ghtrock i selively seeking lsedback from
the Incal community through 3 public consultation. 45 part of this process, &n in-parson information
even: and an online webinar will be held to provise pecale vith an opporiunity o talk to the project
w-il;libﬂlll’wlli’li Details of theses svents, iﬂnqv\ihfuﬂhﬂnhnnﬂ»oﬂ absut the propasals, can
be found eoglie:

Fiona Wajeipchawshi, Community Siakehalder Wanager af Lightrock Power said:

"We are axcited to share o mans for Westieid Emargy Conssnvalion Park and continue supporting
8 UKS trAnsilion fo ciean snarg).

Engaging wilh the local community is & key parf of cor process. and we are committed ko Fsfening fo
residents’ views to heip shabe the future of this profect, We sncourage local residents io share thair
feegback through our scoessible cansulation channels and f come slong end spesk fo us st vur
event. ar join sur onling webingr, [f Is imoortant fo us thaf our pragosais reflect the priortics and
concems of the community.

The comsaltatiar willremain open unél Friday 26 March 2025

Notes to editors
More information on Lightrack Pawer:

Lighirook Poser founsed i 2077, 1 an dependent renewabis anergy company 1t uwunp;
grourd mounted solar farms and storage provide choap, 10 power a
healthir steiety. Our gosl is | become krown for developing projeets that sre an assel b widlite
and thair Ingal somemunity iy foousing particuiarly on emvimrenant, sconomy and ecalogy.

Renauatie srergy,comkined Wi siorage, can e aur soccty anaion sy generaton ey
from fossil fueis but it rmust o

it imfegety, ot onfy with our lancoamers and funders but siss, crucally, wih tie et tht
&re hume to oLF projects.

We wanl to engage with local communilies &s ety o in the process as possibie. We do this so thel
eommunities can helo shape the desian of the project, and the final proposels extively biid on and
Benefit 1he exmmunities they will supply.

Far more informalion, please visit wivw i ©

For all inedia enquiries plozss cantact our Community Relations Team:
Email: info@wsstiskensrgyconservationpark.cam
Freephane information line: 0808 168 T888 (open Sam — Spm; Manday — Friday)

T gt in toush with toe Cammunity Relstions tezm:

— AN
—

E:nfoEwsdtfivaanargyeansanatonpar cam
FREEPOST Wastfib Ensegy Cormmevation Pick
#awrestheenemyansaryetionperk.com

LIGHTROCK

Appendix I: Press Advertisement
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Appendix J: Project Website

Westfield Energy Conservation Park

Safeguarding the UK's electricity network, sustainably.

Biodiversity

Bess

Pre-application community consultation

Public event rvey Contact methods
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Jadhag
LIGHTROCK

Carbon Etficiont

Home-Grown.

Food Security - amytht

Back to Farming

Thriving Wildiife

Nomoving parts

Soil improved due to minimal land disturbance

buglife
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LIGHTROCK

buglife
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Questions and
answers:

A selection of questions that we have received during the
consultation

Wh.

ou 6o to support wildiife when the land is covered in par

there are browr

Why industrialise the cour
available? Why take farmlanc

(field]

reduce imports
e transport which itself

are you really doing to help the local community? What a

lly doing to help the local community?

Do solar pan farmland reduce soil fertii
harder to return the land to agricultural u

y over time, making it
1 the future?

element

How big/what MW are both the solar and BESS
S be situa

? Are there any
d?

plans showing the layout? Where will the

=

Westfield Energy Conservation Park

gy Conservation Park

otpaths or brid Westfield

Parl

Energy Co

Who is responsible for the hedges and general maintenance
been bui e a legal obligatior

How can | ac

he full surveys and reports

How many sites have Lightrock Power developed to date? =+

you remove trees or hedgerows?

vernmental grants

benefit fund? +

How will you mitigate the impact and damage tc

during construction?

Solar Panels

lar farm?

akes a good site for

happens to the panels at the end

here glint and glare?

Are solar

Do solar panels work when the sun's not shining?

Can solar farms affe:

Betw
they

n manufacture and disposal are panel
aim to be:

as green as

do you sourc d that they

ced labour?

P on brownfield sit:

ur solar par

roofs’

How are panels mounted and does t

How wiill the Solar panels surviv ms?

Battery Technology

Are BESS developments safe?

What is the specific batt

How green is BESS? +

Wwildlife

ildife population?
out?
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LIGHTROCK

Appendix K: Public Exhibition Boards

PO
L—
LIGHTROCK'

Westfield Energy Conservation Park

Ughinock Power cre proposing  wilfe rendly Energy Coneervation Perk on lind ot Muncias Farm, Cumberiow Groan, The project would Inchude a
Solar Farm, o Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), with integrated y

lightrock Power strive for the best possible outcome for
biodiversity. This includes working in partnership with /5P and
Bugife with thar expertise used ta tallor thelr biodversity advice
to sach site and locality. We aiso love to hear from the
community on their views; local wildife knowiedge at an eary
stage can mean even better outcames, so pleose get involved
in the community consulation if you can. Recent changes in
planaing regulations moan all new devalopMEnts must achiewe
a10% biodiversity net gain (BNG). At Lightrock, we aim for much
more than that and have vieve been able achieve over 100% on
some of our previcus projects,

Solar Farms are stil, quiet officient, and roliable. Renawablos are
the cheagest way to generata electricity mounted
solar power s one of the cheapest forms of rencwabies

The AFSS would be able to impart elsatrical power when the
slactrcly boing genarated, such o9 our oropo;ou co- ow-.xﬂ
solar farm. is more than is being used. The stored power c

ten be sent back to the grid when it is needed Most, v

means we can nelp keep the lights on! Also, without BESS, any
excess power generated cheaply o times of low demand would
b wasted,

The project would deliver significant carbon savings, helping to
decarbonise the GE electricity grid in line with local and
national Government targets and move us closer to mare
affordable housshold bills that are possible with a fossil fuel
free electricity morket.

—

Why Here? LIGHTROCK
s the National Grid transitions to & gresner, cleaner system, modern energy parks fike this one will be required up and down the country. This location
has been chosen above others in the area because:

+ Thare are no known eclogical designations (spacial

protection mesuras) assaciated with the Site

+ Not within & National Park or National Landscape Ared.

+ Sils s moslly Flood Zone 1 {lowest risk).

+ tMore than half a kilometre fram any listed buidings.

» Tote Is good foad 0ecoss 1o the Site from the A307,
allowing us to minimise disruption to traffic throughout the
relatively short construction pariod.

= Favourable topography, all
lignt att aeh point of the day.

« Site occessability means minimal hedgarow disruption.

ng efficient use of the natural

+ we are confident that both public rights of way (PROW) can
remain open for the short construction period. Native
planting would naturally buffer and benefit the PROW far
the long term.

+ Biodiversity enhancement can be placed sensitively to
allow a buffering area from the Site's closest neighbou

= Wilh s0 lew neightours,
placed to provide a sensitive buffer tailored to them.

biogiversily measures can be

= The design will seek Lo evolve, incorporaling fsedback from
communily and the Local Planning Authorily, Uherefore Uie
exact quantum and loyout is to be confirmed when the
application s submitted

Whil

we are confident thot this is the oopropriate location, eur planning opplication will be accompanied with a robust suite of surveys and reports.

JadRng
LIGHTROCK

Chris and Ben founded Lightrock Power in 2017, having worked in renewables
development since 2010,

ubsidy-fres siles in Uie UK were nol yel feasibie in 2017, so the poir ori
embarked on developing projects in the US. in aarly 2019 they retumed to home
Lurlin the UK. ond soon oddsd energy storage solulions Lo their reperloire.

Whether al home  or mtemuuu-mlz was crealed with lhe
% determination evelop energy infrastructure in the rignt w
implarmenting oll L gains Lo envirenment, ssenomy and ecology Uial L'lev

g

can

Lightrock

Over recent years develop pasiive. working
relalionships with wildiile orgonisalions. seeking udvics Lo achieve he bes
possible biodiversity net gains on their sites. | hey have an established business
parlnership wilh RSPS, and have also, more recently, joined lorces with Buglile.

lightrock have wiorked

Lightrock is purposelully slructured as o small development teom with a flal
structure — if you want, you con coll and speak with Chris and Ben diirectly.
Lightrock listen Lo fsedback and implement il whersver Uhey possibly can.

Renewable energy, combined with storage, can help our sociely transiion
slactricity generation away from fossil fuals but it must be done sansitively.
lightrock price themselves on being transparent and acting with integriy, not
only with their landowners and funders but also, crucially, the
communities that are home to their projects.

o that the average carbon payback || Tt
period for tha production and insallaien of solar panels s o o lour
years. Over their lifetime, typically 40 years, each panel will gen
zero-carbon and zero-pellution elecliicily lor decades aller any carbor
emitted in its production has been paid back, Manufacturing processes
will continue to aavance, se the carbon payback peried for solar vill
decraase furthar. Made primarity of aluminium, and silicon, the
components aro casy to facycie Gt tno ond of tholr e,

Revent English planning requires sach new
[l ceveiopment to achieve o biodiversity net gain (NG) of ot least 1%,
| Lightrock have always aimed Lo lur excesd thol, olften reaching scores of
‘ aver 100% HNG. One reasan for such high HNG on solar farms is that
| thoy're often starting from a very low buse score. Well-worked, farmiand
that needs a rest, often dossnt have any bicdiversity left. Often the pacr
blodiversity was unknowingly Increased by some outdated famming
proctices in the past. Solar funded enhancements such as wildfiowar
strips, tussocky grassland, mammal gates, and reptie habitat croaton
con bring wildiite bock in its drovas. It is sven possicle for orable
farmiand near well managed solar farms to enhance its yield of crops
e to the lorge increose in pollinotors Greated by the habitat provided,

3

Home-Grown: Using locally sourced energy 1educos the cost to the
consumer. It doasn't need to travel os for to raach your home, and less is
lost aiong the wiay. Locally sourced energy also plays & crucial fole in
reducing our reliance on Russic ond the EU.

Na movin Bscause solar farms have no moving parts, they are
mytn! Stuckes have dsbunked the myth that sticient | quiet and require litie. maintenoncs, Typkcally. maintenance’ visits
modem solor forms pose @ threat 1o UK food security. The UK hiappen Lwice @ month, bul iL s rere (hal any reouirs ore required. The
Govemment's Food Security Reporl, published in 2024 states L is | gross sumounding the infrastructure on lightrock solar forms is typically
plausible that with confinued growth in output and conducive market | grazed by sheep, S0 o Mowing is requited. There is evidence Lo show
condilions, lhel feod production levels tould be mainlined or || that sheep living within the sheltar of solar farms are mare reloxed, and
Iy increased alongside the land use chonge racired o meet | therafore produce G belter quaiity of wool than those living without the
our Nel Zero and Enyi Act lorgels and 5 Prosident e panels provide.

armers Union (NIL), fom Bradshaw, agrees and
ationalist cloims cbout food securly. “Its a small
h s being taken out of production”. In fact, more LK
land s taken up by golf courses than solar farms.

lightrock mourt solar
on G shopod p\lL. aitven flamos, so thor Is vory It fand
disturoonce. s estimated that less than 0.3% of the soil over
solar farm is impacted. Combined with conservation grazing, it means
that the soil quality is cctuclly improved ver the yaars, ready for when
the land is retumed to farming

3 Lightrock typically seek planning permission for 40
years. There s @ legal requirament that th land s retumedl a its orginal
use at the end of the lease, and money is set aside to ensure that the
infrastructure can be quickly and easily removad. The land retums to
farming as greenfield land, not brownfield, as is sometimes believed,
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Lightrock BESS

155 stands for Batiery Inergy Storage 5 i ta provide an energy starage feelicy o5 part on the Lics srategy t desarbonise end t@ help
transilion Lo a low carban grid. 1L would improve the reliabilty and stabilly of our energy netwark, Unough safeguarding our snergy supply and helping
balkince the loeal netwerk ko prevent any unforeseen future outsges,

The type of BESS system pioposed would import ersetricol power during perlods of oversupply from 1eneweble generators and ol low demand tmes.
which cauld otsrwise be wasted, 1his power is subseuently exportad back into the grid during periads of high deman, or low generation, offsetring
the need Lo Lransport snergy across country or having Lo rely on fossl fusls.

This proposed BESS would deliver sigrifcant carkon sovings, helping to decarboniss the UK slactriciy grid in line with UK Savernment targsts. The
Importance ef snergy storage s further omphesisost by 0% UK Gowemment possing the Ereicy Bl (2023) which now acknowisdges enargy storege o
which wil g 2 1o the salety and resilience of the UK's energy system

HleCTrcity Storage can enable Us o Use energy more
fexibly and de-corboniss our ensrgy system cost-
affectively - for oxample. by helping ta balance the

Westfield Energy Conservation Park: Statement of Community Involvement

Biodiversity

Ughtrock Power Luke Lheir impocl on biodiversily seriously. Having designed projects in conjunclion wilh RSPB since 2020, they
hawe seen predicted biodiviersity net gains of up to 208% on teir solar farms, and SI% on their BESS sites.

RSBP have recommended measures including:

* Meodow grasses « Re-wildedt scrub and hedgerow buffars

« Native wildfiower meadow Pond and wetland reed bed

« Gak lime, and traditionol fruit tress  « Toll hedgerows with diverse, native spacies
* Wwood-pasture &parkland « winter seods and cover to farmland

e have reccommended measures inciuding:
* Aviater source

+ 4 bee bork

« B-lines wildflower mix

« Hedging, to include blackthom, hawthorn, dogwood, and rovan
« Scrub plonting
« Log plles

grosshoppers; birds, qpp‘-mmn\,- ey, yalloi gt Kt cloves bullirch, song Shvust, yalowticmimets spktied tycoishor: T
watbler, roed bunting, bittoin (wintering), linnet, corn bunting, tree sparrow. grey partridge; amphiolans, specifically toad and

great-crestad news; reptiles, specifically grass snoke and slow worm; and mammals, specifically harvest mouse, darmouss,

E corm inlermillent low conbon gar hedgenog, brown lang eared bat and soprano pipistrele bat.
i winel), and deferring or ovoiding the need for costy
H work des and J eration o
H network upgradss ond new generction capasity’ Any newly planted arsas would be in keeping with local species diversity, and would be designed Lo avoid he crealion of har
£ Jeweting 1y straight edges. This would reduce and ‘soften’ the potential visual effects of the site, as viewed from the surrounding arecs,
£ {2023
H (2023) Are you part of a local wildife organisation? Lightrock Power have  community benefit fund that could support your work,
buglife
7N A
. = 2B (2827
Community Benefit LGHTROCK Transport LIGHTROGK |

Lo . ecurity
wesllieid Energy Conservation Park would reinforce electricity grid infrastructure by olfering renewable ensrgy, back up po.
services. This directy benefts local people by offering more reiiable elecr

vwer, and ensrgy slobilily

y benefit fund t me in per
We want to pay our bensfit funds ino a cam'numb/ anciowment, which means they would cantinue to pay out It parpam.w - wall pst tra ietime of
the project.

s that align with %

We've racently provided additional funds for: a new panmamv ferce for o SEND facilty, tents and florescent vasts for @ Scout Graup, footbal it for a
focal league, and have been in discussions to provide a solar array to a village primary school, Please let us knos It you have a local project that could
benefit from edditional funding.

, which then fund servicos such ds ocucation loca foad repalrs, and caring for vinerable people,

o bolow.

The current primary sile access is proposed via the A307 from he North-West, as
Fast. Following construction, vehicle movements 1o and from the site
prolocts contiactors would b0 roculiod to GpOTata raspansibly, but f thay decidontally Causad damago 1o ads, thoy w

Secondary access, lso via the AS07. would bo Irom the
= visits in @ standord 4x4. the
uid nave to repalr it

Qur apr witha Iransy iraffic

o

—
LIGHTROCK .7

Planning

How Lightrock’s planning timeline could look:

2024 O
Early plans and inificl sits suneys.
O FEBRUARY 2025
write 10 key s[cknhcltlms, slscrod roprosontatias, and the
Lozal Panning uthariy vith high leval plans. Gffer pre-
consullation bllﬁhnqu

FEBRUARY - MARCH 2025 Q
Shars plans with Lhe locol commurity threugl @ posteard
and project website. tncourage feedonck vio survey, emai, O MARCH 2025

letter, and phone. .
and p UM AN N~ REFSAN SoMMUNTY SonsUItation &yent and an

o Grilive wabinar. Uplood exhitsilion bords and uptdaled Q8as
1o projest we bsite,
© LATE SPRING 2025
Subrmit planning epplication. Cppartuniy for pUblic to.
camment on final plans.

MARCH - APRIL 2025
Alter pluns bused on community respanss to cansultation.

LATE 2025 Q
North Harts Planning Contral Committss maks their dacisian.

O EARLY 2026

Plans et finalisad once planning permissian

aranted.

WITHIN FIVE YEARS OF PLANNING CONSENT O
Build Lhe Sile. This shoul 1oke 12-18 rmonths.

o

—
FAQs LIGHTROCKT ™1
What happens ofter the d Energy Conservation Park is removed?

PIONIING WOUK 0 k565 01 TETPORATY ONl WeLlc 1068 for 3 dafineel peroel Sy, TS s Usully 30 Yocrs. A that tme, hers I G Isgal reciirement
tht the Iond is retLmad 1o its criginal condition, Gn MOney WG D 551 DGt nELre this €01 NOppeN. CLr panals or mountsd on pile driven
framies that cause minimum dluiance (o the land ane can o Boslly 1BMoVE, [6eyEles, o1 18DLNpossd wher pussibie

What happens te foetpaths or bridleways that cro: stfield Energy Conservation Park?

vie protest and enhance public fights of way with extendect an improved hedges 5o they can continue to be enjoyed, Behind these hedges is o
Sypically Sm gap efore wa hous aur fance, and our infrostuctUre s than o further dm-+ side this fence. So any infrasinucturs would be of lecst Gm
from the parths themsanes

Who is respansibls for the hedges and generol mointenance of the sita once it's been built? Is thera o lagal obligation to keep the hadges high®
The site owner is legally obliged to maintsin the Site as per the planning obligations, Wark is generally undertaken by local agricukural contractors,

HOW €I | 6cess the fUll SUNVeYs tnd reports?
Al surveys and reparts are accessibie Ta the public for serting onee the planning appication hos haen submitted, BUE plesse get in touch if thare is o
particulor aspecl of aur plon thol you would i furher informotion on.

Do your developments receive any governmental grants or subsidiss

Moo, thiz project comes suissiay Iroe., Althaugh It 15 funded privately, the benefits are for the Brtish public.

would it create a flood risk?

0. & full flood and drainage strategy will be submitted with the planning application, butwe do ot expect the development to crears a local flacd risk,

HOW wollld the Solar panels survive storms?

25 our elimate warrms, we are Beginning T BKPEriEnce More extiame weather. Solar powsr is vital In tha gt 1o Stop the world warming, but Solar
Fomms iso have 10 adupl o mers axlreme wecther. I the mosl exreme slorms, some damage s Lnoveideble, in Lhe same way os slher
infrastructure {think power cuts and train cancellations). But becouse salar panels are so quick to instal, when repairs are nesded, replocements ore
fast and would cause minimal disrption.

e BESS developments sofe?
s 1na BESS lachnologios thal w Usa ere modern, and extramely sale. We build o e I0lest guidaiinas, ane consull v
planning pracess, Lach unit is fully anindividsial fire suppression system.

h fire serviess Niougheut the
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Photomontage
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View ot year ane

»

Photomontage

Current view

view at year one

AN
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View ot year ona
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Appendix L: Anonymous Survey

reliable. Is this impartant to you?

Answered: 15 Skipped: 1

" _
" l

I'mnat sure

0% 0% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% T0% 80% 90%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Yes 80.00%

N 6.67%

I'm not sure 13.33%
TOTAL

Q1 Grid operators have a respansibility to keep the network safe and

100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes 73.33% 1
N 13.33% 2
I'm not sure 13.33% 2
TOTAL 15

Q2 Are you in favour of modernising the UK electricity network?

Answered: 15 Skipped: 1

- _
* -

I'm not sure

0% 0% 20% 0% 40% 50% 60% TO% 80% O90% 100%
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Q4 Renewable energy Schemes such as Westfield Energy Conservation
Park can provide lots of benefits to grid users. Which of the below are

important to you?

Answered: 9 Skipped: 7

Q3 Solar energy generation is quiet, low maintenance and provides a safe R _
hahitat for local wildlife. Do you think Solar is a good option for renewable cuts
energy generation in this area? Less relime_
on oversess
Answered: 15 Skipped: 1 energy and.
A smarter,
more efficient
grid network
Eliminating
" &0 frad pomer _
stations
Low carbon
technelogy
No
Reduction of
Energy wastage
Reliable
et sare Jeoess o _
affordable.
Community
0% 1096 208 30% 40% 50% 60% T0% 80% 90% 100% benefit funds
Creatinga
safe habitat
for local...
ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Resting the
Yes 20.00% 3 land
No 73.33% 11 Helping farms
stay in
I'm not sure 6.67% 1 business
TOTAL 15 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% TO% 80% 90% 100%
ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Fewer power cuts 33.33% 3
Less reliance on overseas energy and infrastructure A44.48% 4
A smarter, more afficient grid network 33.33% 3
Eliminating gas fired power stations A4.44% 4
Low carbon technology 33.33% 3
Reduction of energy wastage 55.56% 5
Reliable access to affordable renswable energy A4.48% 4
Community benefit funds 33.33% 3
Creating a safe hahitar for local Wildlife A4.44% 4
Resting the land 33.33% 3
Helping farms stay in business 33.33% 3
Total Respondents: 9
Q5 If you think there is a local organisation, project or cause which could
# OTHER [FLEASE SPECIFY) DATE benefit from the community benefit fund, please leave details here.
1 Better biodiversity 422/2025 11:30 AM
Answered: 3 Skipped: 13
2 Just entirely the wrong location A4/22/2025 11:20 AM
3 Building solar on roofs not industrialising farm land forever /18/2025 11:47 AM
a Saolar tarms blight our open countryside. Commercial and domestic rooftops should be used 3/18/2025 B:18 AM # RESPONSES DATE
before any open countryside and farmland is touched N None il benefit 2202075 1129 An
s Nane of the above. They want to industrialise the precious famland 1772025 6:22 PM 2 This is & smokescresn. We need a proper circular conomy, prioftised to local issues, not tick  3/15/2025 917 PM
[} Zero reliance on battery tachnology and rare elemental reliance. There is not encugh Lithium to 3/15/2025 0-17 PM box, headiine, do-gooding
create truly sustainable infrastructure. 3 Beane Valley Chalk Streams 2177/2025 951 PM

Q6 From what you've read about Westfield Energy Conservation Park, can
you tell us what you like about the project?
Answered: 12 Skipped: 4
# RESPONSES DATE
1 I'd rather this wasn't called a conservation park_ This is an energy generation system however  4/22/2025 11:34 AM
it is dressed up.
2 Good screening and biodiversity gains 42272025 11:30 AM
3 Appalling &Z2/2025 11:29 AM
4 Nothing. We need our agricultural land now more than ever 3/20/2025 12:27 PM
5 Nothing 318/2025 11:47 AM
6 | don't like it 3/18/2025 8:18 AM
7 It is a scheme to industrialise precious farmland and line the pockets of the company 317/2025 6:22 PM
executives
8 Absolutely nothing - solar does not belong on productive arable land J17/2025 10:48 AM
9 It is clear that the sustainability message is front of mind. The method of achieving this 315/2025 9:17 PM
however is fundamentally flawed
10 Honestly. nothing. 1372025 1111 PM
1n Nothing 3UTI2025 7:35 PM
12 | think the project is in the wrong location 2i27/2025 9-:51 PM

Q7 From what you've read about Westfield Energy Conservation Park, can
you tell us if you have any concerns or questions about the project? We'll
answer as many questions as we can at
www.westfieldenergyconservationpark.com once all the consultation
events have taken place.

Answered: 12 Skipped: 4

# RESPONSES DATE

1 The site is very undulating which means that the site will be seen from a long way around. 4222025 11:34 AM
Solar should be concentrated on flar parcels of land, where they can be landscaped more

easily. The site will totally change the character of the open. unspoilt area which does included

some (possibly ancient) woodland. As a representative of a local council, we fesl that this has

happened very quickly and we would prefer a longer consultation period 5o we can callect the

wider views of our parishioners.

2 MNaone 42212025 11:30 AM
3 Don't build it 42212025 11:20 AM
4 We are lasing too much agricultural land to both solar and rewilding. New build roofs, industial  /20/2025 12:27 PM

and agricultural building roof selar panels should be made mandatory. | have concems about
the ungreen manufacture, limited lifespan and pollution caused by used panels. We nesd
regenerative farming and windmills

5 You are ruining good farmland & supporting slave labour overseas 182025 11:47 AM

6 The proposed site is one of the most beawtiful pans of Noth Henfordshire. The solar fam will  3/18/2025 8:18 AM

ruin this area for current residents, visitors and generations to come

7 What will you do to support wildiife when the land is covered in panels? 1712025 6:22 PM

8 Why industrialise the countryside when there are brown gils sites available” Why take 31772025 8:35 AM
farmland when we need to reduce imports of food to become more self sufficient and reduce

transport which itself massively contributes to global warming?

9 What are you really doing to help the local commurity. It seems that you're deliberarely 2152025 9:17 PM
exploiting the natural balance of the region in order to obtain money from tax payers. whilst

veiled in ticking the boxes of national sustainability objectives

10 Do solar paneis on famland reduce soil ferility over time, making it harder to return the land to~ 3/13/2025 11:11 PM
agricuitural use in the future? 12. Are there better altematives, such as installing solar paneis

on rooftops and brownfield sites, rather than using productive famland? 8. Could the large-

scale development of solar fams in rural locations lead to the industrialization of the

countryside, changing its character and purpose?

1 Solar panels should be mandatory on all new build houses and warshouses and retrofitted to 72025 7:35 PM
existing In France parks have solar panels - why not here?
12 Visual impact. loss of goed quality agricultural land. solar farms can be better located onthe  2127/2025 9:51 PM

built enviranment and in industrial settings.
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Q8 How did you hear about Westfield Energy Conservation Park?

Answered: 16 Skipped: 0

Consultation
letterfpostcarg

Newspaper

advert or press|
pisce

Word of mouth

Project wahsme.
Lozal
community
website/soc

Other (please #
specify)
1
0% 10%  20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% BO%  90% 100% 2
3
4
ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 5
Consultation letter/postcard 0.00% 0 s
Newspaper advert or press piece 0.00% o 7
Word of mouth 1875% 3 3
Project website 6.25% 1 9
Local community website/social media group 68.75% 1 w0
11
Other (please zpecify) 6.25% 1
12
TOTAL 16
13
# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE 14
1 ‘Via our parish council 3U7r2025 7:35 PM 15

first section of your postcode e.g. GU10.

Answered: 15 Skipped: 1

RESPONSES DATE

5G4 412212025 11:34 AM
5G4 4/22/2025 11:30 AM
5G9 9QE 412212025 11:20 AM
560 0TB 2012025 12:27 PM
sgz 318/2025 11:47 AM
SGO0SG /182025 B:18 AM
sG9 A17/2025 118 FM
560 172025 10:48 AM
sG9 A17/2025 8:35 AM
sge 315/2025 9:17 PM
sg4 132025 11:11 PM
sG4 37/2025 7:35 PM
5614 2/2B/2025 7:08 PM
PO35 202712025 251 FM
] 202712025 3:36 PM

Q9 So we understand where feedback is coming from, please give us the

Q10 Please choose one of the following which best describes your interest
in the project.

Answered: 16 Skipped: 0

foest ’es‘d’-'"t_
ot s [J|

Local
Councillor

Potential
supplier

e |

0% 10%  20%  30%  40%  50%  B0M 7O B0%  00% 100%

Q11 Are you in favour of Westfield Energy Conservation Park?

- -

Unsure

Answersd: 16 Skipped: 0

0% 0% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 0%  BOM  90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Local resident 81.25% 12
Local business 6.25% 1 ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Local Councillor B.25% 1 Yes 18.75% 3
Potential supplier 0.00% o No BL.25% 13
Other 6.25% 1] unsure 0.00% °
TOTAL 16 TOTAL 18
. . . .
Appendix M: New Sign-up Link Email
Westfield Energy Conservation Park webinar 2 B

i i com
10—

Good afternoon ke
We hope this email finds you well

Mon Mar24,6:08PM ¢y € 1

We are writing (o inform you that we have had to updete the registration link to the Westlield Energy Conservation Park webinar, to be held tomorrow (Tuesday 25™ March 2025),
As you had already registered to attend the webinar, we have re-registered you using the name and emall address provided. You should have received an email with your updated
joining link.

Plaase do not hesitate ta let us know if you have any questions or frouble accessing the webinar fomorrow

Kind regards,

Lucy

Westheld Energy Conservation Park Community Relations Team

T: 0808 158 7888

E: info@westfieldenereyconservationpark.com

FREEPOST Sweetbriar Energy Park

wwnwestfieldenergyconservationpark.com

Lucy
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Appendix N Elected Representatives’ Consultation Closing Email

P

AR

.
LIGHTROCK

Wednesdey 26 March 2025

Dear Mr Chris Hinchtift MP,
Westfield Energy Conservation Park Consultation draws to a close

The community consultation on Lightrock Power's proposed wildlife friendly Energy
Conservation Park will close on Friday 28 March 2028. This consultation has provided an
opportunity to introduce the proposals to the community and gather valuable feedback,

Next Steps

Ligr Power is o ping a strong set of proposals that are sensitive 1o and
respect the concerns of the local community. As such, we will carefully revsew all teedback.

d during the 1 before i our plans and submitting a planning
application,

Once the have been finali we will get back in touch with a summary of changes
made post-consultation

Contact Us

In the meantime, you can find information about the current proposals on our project website:
www.westfieldenergyconservationpark.com. The site also includes the information boards
displayed at our in-person exhibition, a recording of our online webinar, and answers to
quastions that wa've been askad throughout the consultation pariod.

Shoutd you have any further questions about Westheld Energy Conservation Park, please do not
hesitate to contact our community relations team by calling 0808 168 7888 {9am-5pm; Mon-
Fri), or sending an email to info@westfieldenergyconservationpark.com. You can aiso write to
us at FREEPOST Westfield Energy Conservation Park.

We look forward to hearing from you.
Yours sincerely,

Fiona Wojciechowski

Community Stakeholder Manager
Lightrock Power

To gt in tauch with the Community Relations team:

T QB0 168 7888
E

s com
FREEPOST Westielo Energy Conservation Park
wwm westfieldener gyronsenationpark com

Appendix O: Webinar Recording and Q&A Update Email

Westfield Energy Conservation Park Community Webinar 3 B
field i T Fri, Mar 28, 10:06 AM o L2l

o —

Good marning,

W hope this email finds you well

Wa are writing fo inform you that the recording of our community webinar for Westfield Energy Conservation Park, and exhibition boards presented during this time, have been
uploaded to our project dedicated website. Piease Click the following ik o view the exhibition andior webinar: 15ervatonRark com’

In addition ta this, we have updaled our Frequently Asked Questions to include questions that have were submitted to us during the webinar. Please click the following link to view the
updated Q&A™ hips

Thank yau again for ragistaring fa atiand our community wabinar Plaasa do not hasitats to raach out should you have any quastions
Kind regards,
Lucy

Westfield Enerzy Conservation Park Community Relstions Team
- 0808 168 7888

E: infoi@westfioldenoreyeonservationpark.com

FREEPOST Sweatbriar Energy Park
wervswestieldenergyconservationpark.com
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Westfield Energy Conservation Park: Statement of Community Involvement

Appendix P: Post Consultation Update Postcard

AN ~ < N
ore— Westfield Energy Conservation Park ~

Thank you for your contribution to our pre-application community consultation

We're grateful for the wide response, with 68 attendees at our public exhibition and 16 surveys returned, as well as
a successful webinar, and several calls, emails, and home visits.

Lightrock Power are committed to developing a strong set of proposals that are sensitive to, and respect the
concerns of, local communities. Following the consultation, we took the decision to delay the submission of our
planning application so that we could thoroughly investigate the suggestions that you have provided. We now
hope to submit during the Summer.

Some of the key themes that are being investigated further are:

Location of infrastructure within the Site

Noise

Connectivity of public rights of way

Visual impact

Further habitat enhancement, including for the local deer population
Site access

While the consultation has now closed, we are still here and can be contacted on the details below

info@westfieldenergyconservationpark.com FREEPOST Westfield Energy Conservation Park

@ 0808 168 7888 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm) @ www.westfieldenergyconservationpark.com

buglife
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Westfield Energy Conservation Park: Statement of Community Involvement

Apendix Q. Elected Representatives and Mailing List Post Consultation Update Email

Update on Westfield Energy Conservation Park at Munches Farm, Cumberlow Green (=]
Mon, Jun 30, 1222PM (3daysago)  fr & H

t————

Deamum

Thank you for registering your interest in Westfield Energy Conservation Park

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to everyone who confributed to our pre-application community consultafion for the proposed Westfield Energy Conservation Park at
Munches Farm, Cumberlow Green.

We greatly appreciate the level of engagement from the local commurity. A total of 68 people atiended our public exhibition, and we received 16 completed surveys. In addition to this,
many residents participated through our webinar, shared their views via calls and emails, and home visits. This wide range of input has been valuable in helping us understand local
pricrities and concerns.

Al Lightrock Power, we are commilled Lo developing & strong sel of proposals thal ere sensilive Lo, and respect the concerns of local communities. In line with this commitment, and in
response 1o the feedback received, we made the decision (o delay the submission of our planning application. This additional tme means we could thoroughly investigate the feedback
‘and suggestions that you have provided. We now hope to submit our application during the summer.

Some of the key themes currently being explored in greater detail include:

Location of infrastructure within the Site,
Noise,

Connectiity of public rights of way;

Visual impact

Further habitat enhancement, including for the local deer population; and
- Site access.

Aftnough the formal consultation period has closed, we want to reassure you that our communication channals remain open. Ifyou have any further questions or require additional
infarmation, our community relations tsam is still available and can be contacted via the details below

« Email: inf tfields i rk.com
« Call: 0808 168 7888 (Sam-5pm; Mon-Fri)
« Write to: FREEPOST Westfield Energy Conservation Park (no stamp required)

Thank you again for your engagement
Fiona Wojclechowskl

Community Stakeholder Manager
Lightrock Power

Westfield Energy Conservation Park
T 0808 168 7858

E' infofiwestfieldenergyconservationpark com
FREEPOST Westlield Energy Conservation Park
www wesllieldenergyconservaionpark com
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