ITERTFORDSHIRE

5. Robert Collinson .........01 Pirton .. P Baptist
2. Nathaniel Eeles Hiz house, Harpenden Coaz
3. Jehn Foldoe, of :
Chipping Barnet ...... EREYAL" susosnvarenrmusassssisstessnssess ... I'708bY1
4. Jeremiah Froysell ..... .House of john \Marsh, Garston ... P'rezbye.
¢. Thomas Cardiner ......House of HRalph l:a;-:ﬁ:‘-.*.. Little
' Hadham ..ccccnrciciiece e Presbet,
6. Hugh Glover ............Ha:s I-.r-.:*.-:- .-1 Hishop =1 :::':7_‘ eees - PIEADYL,
-, john Kinge ............... His hous bbots L ingle ..-ss: 2 TESDYT.
D Jl‘“‘l_l’lh Masters, of - :
Cheston (7 Cheshunt).General .o rrrcccrss s snsseeeeerre s i@ BAD

9. Thomas Milwayvy ........1Houze of Widow Heath, 1'reston .......Conp.
10. John Fayzme ....cciceeceee. House of George Holgate, Bishop

SHOTRION : S\ revrrrsresasvorseivessveres Presbrt
11. Richard Robests ..o.o..... His house, Watford .... Preshvi
12. James Rogers ...cccuaen Hui ¢ of Sarah Adams, HMHitchin Cong
13. Oliver Scott ...............11ouse of Thomas Morce, Ashwell. . Presbyl.
t4. Thomas Silly ............ OF PO ..o cmeces catsanasssacsemas DAPLISE,
1. John Speacer ............House of Anthony Soinage,

Cheston {2 Cheshunt yerenrereaANALAP
th. Peler F.'.t:r:.' T et fiouse of Richard Pemble., Little

Beskhampatead ..ooeeeecieccnnicen Preabyt,
17. Robert Tory ...............Faul's "I-‘I- alden . PR o { 1) 2
15. Christopher Touler ..House of Thomas Polhil , Chesham

{2 r"II"'-"I. nt _ _ . Ci ng
tg. Thomas Vaux .......... Of Pirton I | £ 1 (111
20. Francis Warhan: ........House of Mr. Ewers, Punsborne Cong

Reference: Bate, Frank (1908) The Declaration of Indulgence 1072 - a study in the rise of organised
dissent p. Xxx1

Note: This authority appears to be unlike the first three sources as it provides a list only of
teachers of definitive religious congregations in different counties. Notably, four religions
are mentioned: Baptist, Congregationalist, Presbyterian and Anabaptists.

Conclusion: Why Widow Heath and her cottage are worthy of recognition and
celebration

Widow Heath’s house at Preston was one of only five properties licensed in Hertfordshire
during the first six weeks following the Declaration of Indulgence of 1672.

By 16735, six properties in total in Hertfordshire had been licensed. During this time more
that 150 licenses were issued for properties in Devon.*

The cottage was licensed to a woman for Congregational worship.

Thus, Spindle Cottage has historical significance and places the building in an exceptionally
rare group nationally. Nonconformist meeting houses from this earliest period are extremely
scarce. The 1672 Declaration represented a watershed moment when dissenting
worshippers could emerge from secrecy. The licensing, not to a man but to a woman, for

Congregational worship adds another layer of rarity and importance, as female licensees
were uncommon.

* These statements are based on details provided by Prof Tumer’s book mentioned earlier. These records
are incomplete. being only those found 1n the Lambeth Palace Library. However, they may be interpreted as
a sample or partial record of the national picture.
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