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Site Location and Context  

A baseline habitat map is provided in Appendix 1 , a post development habitat map in Appendix 2 , a proposed development plan in Appendix 3 , headline 

BNG results in Appendix 4 , and condition assessments in Appendix 5 . 

The survey site is centred on National Grid Reference TL 17506 31634 and has an area of approximately 2 2ha. The site is a large agricultural field south 

of Pound Farm, with the eastern boundary following the Beford Road. It is situated on the outskirts of Ickleford, north of Hi tchin. There are scattered 

trees within the site as well as native hedgerow extend ing into the local garden landscape. Aerial imagery shows the local landscape to have an 

agricultural landscape, with several very small woodland swathe s in close proximity to the site. Many minor watercourses can be seen within close 

proximity to site as well as the River Oughton. Such features likely enhance the area for a variety of species, including bat s, amphibians and reptiles. The 

site is situated  upon slightly acid loamy and clayey soils with impeded drainage upon the Gault Formation – mudstone.  

  

This report should be read in conjunction with the following documents:  

❖ Statutory BNG Metric - Land at Pound Farm, SG5 3 RD  – v3 (Arbtech Consulting Ltd., 202 6) 

❖ Proposed Pla n (2025 )  

❖ Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) - Land at Pound Farm, SG5 3 RD  – v1 (Arbtech Consulting Ltd., 2025)  

 

Executive Summary  

The current landscaping proposal generates a net gain of area -based habitat units (+ 22.18 %), a net gain of linear -based habitat units (+11 5.49 %) and a 
net gain in watercourse units (16%). As such, the proposed development is compliant with current legislation (Environment Act 2021) and planning 
policies (National Planning Policy Framework, 2025)  as a minimum biodiversity net gain of +10% was achieved for both area - and linear -based habitat 
units.  
 
All trading conditions have been satisfied.  
 
A Biodiversity Gain Plan (BGP) and Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP) must be produced for the site. This should i nclude 

recommendations for the implementation, management and monitoring of the site for at least 30 years to ensure that biodiversity net gain is delivered .  
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Introduction  

BNG Informative  

Habitat 

Degradation 

Statement  

Date reflected by 

BNG calculations  
3rd November 2025  

The baseline biodiversity value of the site is derived from the site as observed during the PEA  field survey (Arbtech Consulting Ltd., 

2025 ). As evident in the screenshots of satellite imagery obtained from GoogleEarth dated June 2021  and February 2025 , the site 

does not appear to have undergone any degradation. The habitats on site, and therefore biodiversity value of the site, is not  

considered to have undergone degradation since 30th January 2020.  
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Irreplaceable 

Habitat Statement  

No irreplaceable habitats as listed under the Biodiversity Gain Requirements (Irreplaceable Habitat) Regulations (2024) are 

currently present nor were present before 30 th January 2020.  

Metric Version & 

Publication Date  

Statutory Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool first published 29 th November 2023 with last updates to metric tools and user guides 

on 3 rd July 2025 . 

BNG Target Uplift  +10%  

National Character 

Area (NCA)  
110 - Chilterns  

Strategic 

Significance  
Hertfordshire Nature Recovery Partnership and the Local Nature Recovery Strategy  

Limitations  

There were no specific limitations to the assessment.  
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Baseline  

Baseline Biodiversity Value: On -Site  

Area -Based Habitats (A -1)  

Habitat  Area (ha)  Description  Condition Assessment  
Strategic 

Significance  

Artificial 
unvegetated, 

unsealed 
surface  

0.0879  A short artificial track that runs through the centre of the site.  
Habitat condition pre -determined 

as ‘ N/A’ as detailed within the 
Statutory Biodiversity Condition 

Assessment Supplement.  

Low  Strategic 
Significance  

Cereal crops  8. 4733  

The dominant habitat of the site is other cereal crop which makes up the entire 
internal area of the site other than the footpath. The crop is consistent throughout 
the whole site in type and length. The length was about 3 inches at the time of the 
survey.   

Modified 
grassland  

1.1542  
Modified grassland was observed as edges to the footpath separating the 
northern and southern sides of the site. This area receives a moderate amount of 
footfall and is used as a private access road occasionally.  

Poor: Fails essential criteria A.  

Bramble scrub  0.1146  
A short area of bramble scrub was present in a ten -metre gap in the native 
hedgerow  

Habitat condition pre -determined 
as ‘ N/A’ as detailed within the 

Statutory Biodiversity Condition 
Assessment Supplement.  

Rural tree  0.0885  
Groups of tress along the eastern and southern boundary of the site comprising 
12 small and 1 large tree.  

Moderate : passes 3 or 4 of 6 
criteria.  

Rural tree  0.0765  One extra large ash tree located within the southeast corer of the site.  Good : passes 5 of 6 criteria.  

Linear -Based Habitats (B -1)  

Habitat  Length (km)  Description  Condition Assessment  
Strategic 

Significance  

Native 
hedgerow  

0.3178  
Native species dominated hedgerow along the southern boundary of the site and 
backing onto private garden. Native species dominated hedgerow along the 
eastern boundary of the site and backing onto Bedford Road.  

Good : Passes 7 of 8 criteria  

Low  Strategic 
Significance  Native 

hedgerow 
with trees  

0.1024  
A hornbeam (Carpinus betulus) hedgerow along a ditch on the northern boundary 
of the site. Only one species was present, and it was about 2.5m tall and 1 metre 
wide. The hedgerow was also not very dense.  

Poor: Fails two criteria within the 
same bracket.  
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Watercourse -Based Habitats (C -1)  

Habitat  Length (km)  Description  Condition Assessment  
Strategic 

Significance  

Ditches  0.2386  A ditch that runs along the north of the site.  Poor: Passes 4 of 8 criteria  
Low  Strategic 
Significance  
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Post -Development  

Post -Development Biodiversity Value: On -Site  

Area -Based Habitats  

 
Habitat  Area (ha)  Description  Condition Assessment  

Strategic 

Significance  

R
e

ta
in

e
d

 

(A
-1

) 

Rural tree  0.0774  

Retained trees.  

Moderate : passes 3 or 4 of 6 
criteria.  

Low  
Strategic 

Significance  

Rural tree  0.0765  Good : passes 5 of 6 criteria.  

C
re

at
e

d
 (

A
-2

) 

Developed land; 
sealed surface  

0.8061  Proposed buildings.  Habitat condition pre -
determined as ‘ N/A’ as 

detailed within the Statutory 
Biodiversity Condition 

Assessment Supplement.  

Developed land; 
sealed surface  

3. 9513  
Proposed hardstanding around the site including roads, drive ways, and 
artificial turf.  

Vegetated 
garden  

0.8968  Proposed gardens for residential builds.  

Sustainable 
drainage system  

0.4151  SuDS system located around the board of the site.  
Moderate: Passes 2 of 3 

criteria.  

Modified 
grassland  

1.6852  Areas of modified grassland found throughout the site.  
Moderate: Passes 5 of 7 

criteria.  

Other neutral 
grassland  

1.2395  
Areas of neutral grassland planted with wildflowers to bolster species 
biodiversity.  

Moderate: Passes 5 of 6 
criteria.  

Mixed scrub  0.4566  Areas of native scrub planting.  
Moderate: Passes 4 of 5 

criteria.  

Rain 
garden/shale  

0.2503  Areas of shale/rain gardens around the site and SuDS areas.  Moderate: Passes 2 of 3  

Reedbeds  0.1291  
Areas of reedbed and wet forbe planting around the edges of SuDS 
basins.  

Moderate: Passes 4 of 7   

Urban tree  1.0342  Trees scattered throughout the site.  Poor: Passes 2 of 6 criteria.  
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Linear -Based Habitats  

 
Habitat  Length  (km ) Description  Condition Assessment  

Strategic 

Significance  

R
e

ta
in

e
d

 

(B
-1

) 

Native hedgerow  0. 2957  

Retained hedgerow.  

Good : Passes 7 of 8 criteria  

Low  
Strategic 

Significance  

Native hedgerow 
with trees  

0.1024  
Poor: Fails two criteria within 

the same bracket.  

C
re

at
e

d
 

(B
-2

) 

Non -native and 
ornamental 
hedgerow  

0.224  Areas of ornamental hedgerow planted within the school.  
Poor: As default in the BNG 

statutory metric.  

Native hedgerow  
with trees  

0.4626  Native hedgerow planted throughout the site  with incorporated trees . 
Moderate : Passes 6 of 10  

criteria.  

Watercourse Habitats  

 
Habitat  Length (km)  Description  Condition Assessment  

Strategic 

Significance  

En
h

an
ce

d
 

(B
-1

) 

Ditches  0.2386  
The ditch will be retained and naturally enhanced through the creation 
of the scrub and wet zone , creating a more natural riparian zone.  

Poor: Passes 4 of 8 criteria  
Low  

Strategic 
Significance  
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Change of Biodiversity Value  

  Biodiversity Unit s  

  Area -Based  Linear -Based  Watercourse -Based  

O
n

-S
it

e
 Baseline  21. 34  units  2. 32  units  0.72 units  

Post -

Development  
26.07  units  4.9 9 units  0.83 units  

Net Change  4. 73  units (+ 22.18 %) 2.6 8 units (+ 11 5.49 %)  0.11 units (+16%)  

O
ff

-S
it

e
 Baseline  N/A N/A N/A 

Post -

Development  
N/A N/A N/A 

Net Change  N/A N/A N/A 

Overall Net Change  4. 73  units (+ 22.18 %) 2.6 8 units (+11 5.49 %) 0.11 units (+16%)  
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Results, Discussion, and Next Steps  

BNG Informative  

Results and Next 

Steps  

The current landscaping proposal generates a net gain of area -based habitat units (+ 22.34 %), a net gain of linear -based habitat 
units (+ 115.49 %) and a net gain in watercourse units (16%) . As such, the proposed development is compliant with current 
legislation (Environment Act 2021) and planning policies (National Planning Policy Framework, 202 5) as a minimum biodiversity 
net gain of +10% was achieved for both area - and linear -based habitat units.  
 
All trading conditions have been satisfied.  
 
A Biodiversity Gain Plan (BGP) and Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP) must be produced for the site. This should 

include recommendations for the implementation, management and monitoring of the site for at least 30 years to ensure that 

biodiversity net gain is delivered.  
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Appendix 1: Baseline Habitat Plan  
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Appendix 2: Post -Development Habitat Plan  
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Appendix 3: Proposed Development Plan  
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Appendix 4: Headline BNG Results  

The Defra Statutory Biodiversity Metric is provided as a separate excel spreadsheet.  

 

Target Baseline Units

10.00% 21.34

10.00% 2.32

10.00% 0.72

FINAL RESULTS

Total net % change
(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Area habitat units

Hedgerow units

Trading rules satisfied?

Unit Type Units Required

22.18%

Hedgerow units 115.49%

Watercourse units 16.00%

Total net unit change
(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Area habitat units 4.73

2.68

Watercourse units 0.11

Yes ✓

0.00

Unit Deficit

0.79

23.47 0.00

2.55 0.00

Watercourse units

Area habitat units

Hedgerow units
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Appendix 5a : Baseline Habitat Condition Assessment Sheets  
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Appendix 5b: Post -Development Habitat Condition Assessment Sheets  
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