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1. Overview 

1.1 This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) has been prepared by Lexington on behalf 

of Brockwell Storage & Solar Ltd (BSSL), formerly known as RNA Energy. It forms part of a 

suite of documents in support of an application for a new 25MW solar farm and 12.5MW 

battery storage facility at Sperberry Hill, North Hertfordshire.  

 

1.2 The proposal is a resubmission of a scheme previously refused by North Hertfordshire District 

Council, albeit incorporating a number of design improvements. As consultation has spanned 

both application processes, for clarity this application is referred to as the Resubmission 

Scheme and the earlier application called the 2023 Scheme.   

 

1.3 The Applicant previously consulted on the 2023 Scheme in 2022. The consultation was 

undertaken in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 and is in line with expectations set out 

in North Hertfordshire District Council’s Statement of Community Involvement. The 

consultation received 256 submissions of feedback, with the majority of those responding via 

the online feedback form agreeing with the need for the scheme to tackle climate change. A 

summary of the activity is outlined below, and further details can be found in Section 3.0: 

o Letters were issued to local councillors, including members for the previous 

Hitchwood, Offa & Hoo ward, where the site is located; the Leader of the Council; the 

Cabinet Member for Environment & Leisure and the Leader of Hertfordshire County 

Council to advise of the consultation and offer meetings.  

o A letter was distributed to 1,102 nearby commercial and residential properties to 

provide an overview of the plans and how feedback could be provided.  

o A press release was issued to local newspapers to advertise the consultation and 

information of how to share their views.  

o A consultation website, www.sperberryhillsolar.co.uk, (formerly 

www.redcoatsfarmsolar.co.uk) was established to provide further information on the 

proposals, as well as a facility to submit feedback via an online form. 

o A virtual exhibition with exhibition boards on the proposals.  

o Social media adverts were circulated to residents to ensure the wider community were 

included in the public consultation. The adverts provided details about the plans and 

provided a link to the consultation website. 

o A community information telephone line, email address and postal address were 

available throughout the consultation period for those wanting to correspond with a 

member of the development team.  

 

1.4 Following the consultation, the application for the 2023 Scheme was submitted to North 

Hertfordshire District Council in March 2022. In November 2023, the application was refused 

in relation to landscape and Green Belt effects.  

 

1.5 Since then, BSSL has developed the Resubmission Scheme, which it considers materially 

alters and improves the scheme from a landscape and Green Belt standpoint, reducing the 

number of solar panels, and the overall area of built development, whilst increasing certain 

separation distances and the amount of woodland planting. Despite the reduced area of 
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development, the level of renewable energy generation remains unchanged due to advanced 

technology.  

 

1.6 BSSL undertook an engagement programme in relation to the Resubmission Scheme in July 

2024, in order to notify key stakeholders and the community on the updated plans. A summary 

of the activity is outlined below, and further details can be found in Section 3.0.  

 

1.7 Letters were issued to the following councillors to inform them of the Resubmission Scheme 

and to offer a meeting to discuss the scheme in more detail: 

 

• Graveley, St Ippolyts & Wymondley ward - where the site is located. The ward’s name 

was changed due to boundary changes.  

• Leader of the Council,  

• Cabinet members with relevant portfolios, 

• Member of Parliament,  

• Chairs of Wymondley Parish Council and St Ippolyts Parish Council 

• Chair and Vice Chair of the Planning Control Committee 

  

1.8 The website created for the 2023 Scheme was updated to include more information on the 

revised scheme, as well as an updated virtual exhibition room to learn more about the plan.  

 

1.9 This report outlines the methods used to engage with the community and provides a summary 

of the feedback received from respondents for the 2023 Scheme. It also provides details and 

outputs of the engagement process for the Resubmission Scheme.  
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2. Planning and Guidance: Role of Community Involvement  

2.1.1 Planning guidance states that pre-application consultation with communities, local 

authorities and statutory consultees can bring several benefits to the process of 

determining planning applications. Against this background, the development team has 

sought to consult with interested parties following policy and guidance concerning 

community involvement in the planning system. 

2.2 North Hertfordshire District Council  

2.2.1 North Hertfordshire District Council’s adopted SCI encourages developers to undertake 

pre-application public consultation with the local community. The SCI provides a number 

of methods to encourage participation, including:   

• Produce letters to inform local residents / interest groups of the planning application 

site.  

• Publicise & prepare proposals for public consultation. 

• Host a public exhibition or public meeting. 

• Inform neighbours in the immediate vicinity. 

 

2.3 Government Planning Policy 

2.3.1 The Localism Act 2011: The Localism Act 2011 seeks to provide the local community with 

a voice throughout the planning process, highlighted in the former Department for 

Communities and Local Government’s Decentralisation and Localism Bill: an essential 

guide, which outlines one of its principles as: 

 

o “Empowering communities to do things their way – by creating rights for people to get 

involved with, and direct the development of, their community.” 

 

2.3.2 Elaborating on this, the Localism Act outlines that applicants must notify the local 

community about their proposals to “bring the proposed application to the attention of a 

majority of the persons who live at, or otherwise occupy, premises in the vicinity of the 

land.” It goes on to state that the publicity must explain how the applicant can be contacted 

by those “wishing to comment on, or collaborate…on the design of, the proposed 

development” and that applicants must consider the feedback received by having “regard 

to any responses to the consultation”. 

2.4 National Planning Policy Framework 2021 

2.4.1 In December 2023, the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government released 

its updated National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). The document seeks to achieve 

sustainable development with three overarching objectives: an economic objective; a 

social objective; and an environmental objective.  

 

2.4.2 The NPPF sets out guidance in relation to pre-application engagement and front-loading. 

Paragraph 39 sets out how early engagement in the planning process has significant 
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potential to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the planning application system for 

all parties involved in planning applications. The ambition of this guidance, therefore, is to 

enable better coordination between public and private resources and create improved 

outcomes for the community and developer.  

 

2.4.3 The policy goes on to state that “the more issues that can be resolved at pre-application 

stage, including the need to deliver improvements in infrastructure and affordable housing, 

the greater the benefits” (para. 41).  

2.5 National Planning Practice Guidance 

2.5.1 The National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) is intended to make planning guidance 

more accessible and easier to keep up to date. With regard to consultation and community 

engagement, the NPPG notes: 

 

“Early and timely engagement between developers, statutory consultees and local 

authorities at the pre-application phase is important in helping to address issues and 

opportunities early on and avoid delays occurring at the formal application stage”. (para. 

15-013-20190722).  

 

2.5.2 The guidance states that this can be achieved by consulting the local planning authority, 

statutory and non-statutory consultees, elected members and local people, with the level 

of engagement proportionate to the nature and scale of the proposed development. 

2.6  The Applicant’s Approach 

2.6.1 The development team has sought to ensure that the engagement with the local 

community on the plans has adhered to the guidance outlined in the Localism Act 2011, 

the NPPF, the NPPG and North Hertfordshire District Council’s SCI, as well as industry 

best practice.  
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3. Consultation Programme – 2023 Scheme 

3.1.1 The consultation for the 2023 Scheme was launched on Friday 7th January 2022 and ran 

until Monday 24th January 2022. The consultation process included inviting comments 

from the local community and political stakeholders on the proposals. To ensure the 

consultation process was accessible to all interested parties and groups in the area, 

several methodologies were employed, including those described below. 

3.2 Letters to local political stakeholders 

3.2.1 Before the consultation launch, a letter was issued to local political stakeholders* to notify 

them of the proposals and advise of the public consultation. Members were also invited to 

meet with the team to discuss the proposals and consultation in more detail. A separate 

letter was issued to the relevant parish councils, which asked for a discussion on the 

scheme. 

 

 The letter was sent to1: 

• Councillor Elizabeth Dennis-Harburg, Leader of North Hertfordshire District Council  

• Councillor Ian Mantle, North Hertfordshire District Council’s Deputy Executive Member 

for Planning 

• Councillor Steve Jarvis, North Hertfordshire District Council’s Executive Member for 

Environment & Leisure  

• Councillor Claire Strong, Leader of North Hertfordshire District Council’s Conservative 

Group and site ward councillor 

• Councillor David Barnard, site ward councillor 

• Councillor Faye Frost, site ward councillor  

• Councillor George Davies, site ward councillor 

• Councillor Terry Tyler, site ward councillor  

• Wymondley Parish Council 

• St. Ippolyts Parish Council 

• Councillor Richard Roberts, Leader of Hertfordshire County Council  

• Councillor Eric Buckmaster, Hertfordshire County Council’s Executive Member for the 

Environment  

• Councillor Stephen Boulton, Hertfordshire County Council’s Executive Member for 

Growth, Infrastructure & Planning 

• Bim Afolami MP, Member of Parliament for Hitchin & Harpenden 

 

 

 

1 *All political stakeholders were in post during the 2023 Scheme consultation period.  
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3.2.2 A copy of the correspondence sent to local politicians and to the Parish Councils is 

provided in Appendix A.  

3.3 Website 

3.3.1 A dedicated website was originally set up under www.redcoatsfarmsolar.co.uk on Friday 

7th January 2022. However, due to concerns from a local business, the website address 

was changed to www.sperberryhillsolar.co.uk on Thursday 20th January. Anyone visiting 

the previous site, would automatically be taken to the new website, ensuring residents 

could still provide feedback. The website provided an overview of the masterplan, 

illustrative designs of the scheme, information about the impact of the proposals and 

outlined the benefits the plans would bring to the area. An online feedback form was also 

provided to capture residents’ views and comments. The feedback form received 193 

submissions. 

 

3.3.2 Between Friday 7th January and Monday 24th January 2022, the consultation website was 

viewed 3,643 times. Images of the website can be viewed in Appendix B. 

 

3.3.3 The website also included downloadable information boards which set out further detailed 

information relating to the application. These can be viewed in Appendix C. 

3.4 Consultation email and postal address 

3.4.1 A dedicated email address, initially redcoatsfarmsolar@havingyoursay.co.uk and then 

sperberryhillsolar@havingyoursay.co.uk was established to receive feedback and answer 

enquiries from the public regarding the plans. Alternatively, respondents were able to post 

their comments. During the public consultation, 60 emails were received and zero letters. 

More information about this can be found in Section 4.0 ‘Feedback Received’.  

3.5 Community Information Line  

3.5.1 A Community Information Line (0333 358 0502) was available throughout the consultation 

to enable people to speak with members of the development team. It was established from 

the start of the consultation and was staffed from 9.00am to 5.30pm, Monday to Friday. 

An answerphone facility was available outside of office hours. Three calls were received 

during the three-week consultation period. 

3.6 Social Media  

3.6.1 Social media was utilised to engage with residents across the wider community. Facebook 

adverts were sent to residents which directed users to the consultation website, 

www.sperberryhillsolar.co.uk. During the consultation, the adverts were seen by 39,346 

people with 3,024 visitors clicking through to the consultation website via social media 

adverts. Copies of the social media adverts can be found in Appendix D.  

 

3.6.2 Social media adverts were distributed at a 3-mile radius around the site, covering the 

towns of Hitchin and Stevenage, as well the nearby villages of Great Wymondley and St 

Ippolyts, to ensure a wide variety of views were taken into consideration. A map of the 

distribution area can be seen in Appendix E.  

http://www.redcoatsfarmsolar.co.uk/
http://www.sperberryhillsolar.co.uk/
mailto:sperberryhillsolar@havingyoursay.co.uk
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3.7 Letter to residents and businesses 

3.7.1 To announce the public consultation, letters were sent to 1,102 residential and business 

addresses situated near the site on Friday 7th January 2022. This distribution area was 

chosen to ensure that those most likely to have an interest in the proposals, i.e., those 

closest to the site, were made aware of the public consultation and had the opportunity to 

submit their feedback on the plans. The applicant also discussed the distribution area with 

North Hertfordshire District Council to ensure it had appropriate coverage.  

 

3.7.2 The letter provided an overview of the proposals and the planning rationale for the 

scheme. The letter also included details of how people could view the plans in greater 

detail and provide comments via the following methods: 

 

• Visiting the website and completing the online feedback form at 

www.redcoatsfarmsolar.co.uk ; 

• Calling the community information line on 0333 358 0502; 

• Emailing redcoatsfarmsolar@havingyoursay.co.uk    

 

3.7.3 The consultation provided the local community two weeks to submit their feedback. A copy 

of the letter to residents and businesses can be seen in Appendix F. A map of the 

distribution area can be seen in Appendix G.  

3.8 Meetings with stakeholders  

3.8.1 Representatives from BSSL met with Wymondley Parish Council and attended a public 

meeting organised by St. Ippolyts Parish Council. The meetings were an opportunity for 

Councillors and, in the case of the St. Ippolyts Parish Council meeting, members of the 

public to raise any concerns or ask any further questions on the proposal.  

 

3.8.2 Both meetings reflected many of the views received from the public through the wider 

consultation. This included support for renewable energy, concerns regarding wildlife and 

building on the Green Belt. These issues will be covered in the ‘response to feedback’ 

section 6 of this report.  

3.9 Media Coverage  

3.9.1 A press release was issued to both the local and trade press, which included the following 

outlets: The Comet, The Herts Advertiser and Herts Live. The press release provided 

details of the proposals and consultation process and can be found in Appendix 

H. Coverage on the consultation was provided on Herts Live and The Comet, which can 

be seen in Appendix I.  

  

http://www.redcoatsfarmsolar.co.uk/
mailto:redcoatsfarmsolar@havingyoursay.co.uk
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4. Feedback Received – 2023 Scheme   

4.1 Summary of feedback 

4.1.1 In total, 256 individual submissions were received during the public consultation on the 

2023 Scheme, the majority of which were via the consultation website’s online form (193). 

The table below provides a summary of the methods used by the public to provide their 

feedback or contribute to the consultation: 

Method Number of Responses 

Email 60 

Telephone 3 

Online Feedback Form 193 

 

4.1.2 A summary of feedback is provided below, with the most frequently raised comments 

during the consultation coming from those who support the proposals. However, a large 

majority of the email correspondence objected to the proposals.  

4.2 Correspondence 

4.2.1 Residents and stakeholders were invited to contact the development team via email or 

post, with a dedicated project email address, redcoatsfarmsolar@havingyoursay.co.uk 

and sperberryhillsolar@havingyoursay.co.uk, established for the consultation. The 

feedback received from the 60 individuals who contacted the project team via email has 

been incorporated into the ‘feedback received’ section in this report (Section 4.4). 

4.3 Community Information Line 

4.3.1 During the public consultation, a Community Information Line facility was available for 

those who wished to speak with a member of the team or provide their feedback by phone. 

Three calls were received during this period. The feedback received has been 

incorporated into the ‘feedback received’ section in this report (Section 4.4). 

4.4 Feedback Breakdown  

4.4.1 During the consultation, three calls were received. Two calls were questions on whether 

the power generated would be kept locally and the reason behind the choice of site 

location. The final caller expressed support for the scheme and wanted to see a greater 

emphasis on biodiversity.  

 

4.4.2 The email address received 60 responses from members of the public. Overall, 57 of the 

emails objected to the plans, with the remainder expressing support or asking general 

questions. It should also be noted that seven respondents objected to the plans but 
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expressed support for renewable energy. The community group Transition Town 

Letchworth, which is made up of volunteers that promote sustainability, emailed to support 

the proposals. The key themes and issues raised are expressed below: 

o Concerns with building on the Green Belt  

o Belief that a solar farm will harm wildlife 

o Solar farms are unattractive  

o There would be a loss of public space for residents to walk/run/cycle through  

o Loss of agricultural land  

o Existing building should have solar panels on them, instead of building a solar farm  

 

4.5 Online Feedback Form  

4.5.1 Question 1: Do you agree with the need to generate more of our energy from 

renewable sources? 

 

4.5.2 This question asked respondents to provide a yes, no or don’t know answer. 177 

respondents provided an answer to this question, of which, the clear majority (155 or 89%) 

expressed their support for the need to generate more renewable energy.   

 

4.5.3 Question 2: Do you agree that renewable energy should be generated locally? 

 

4.5.4 This question was also a yes, no or don’t know question. Overall, this question received 

175 responses, with the majority (112 or 64%) expressing a clear willingness for 

renewable energy to be generate locally.  

 

155

17
5

Yes No Don't Know
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4.5.5 Question 3: Do you have any other comments on the proposals? 

 

4.5.6 This question provided a free-text field to allow respondents to provide any additional 

comments on the plans. In total, this question received 168 responses, with a mixture of 

supportive comments and objections. Below are a range of verbatim responses received 

separated into supportive and negative comments.  

 

4.5.7 Supportive Comments  

o A good thing to have locally. 

o Excellent news - if we want to do something about the climate crisis, we need to start 

local - I am 100% in favour of this and drive past here on my way to work every 

morning. 

o Appears to be a carefully considered plan. I'm in favour. 

o As long as the lanes, footpaths and bridleways are kept and ideally improved, 

especially for better bicycle access, this could be a very good opportunity to improve 

both energy and transport infrastructure. 

o Great idea. We can’t all talk the talk and do nothing. 

o Hedgerows between the site and the road would be good to help preserve wildlife and 

improve views. 

o I am supportive of all renewable generation plans which do not adversely affect 

farming and local populations. The use of farmland for grazing \/ solar generation is 

very positive and will benefit Hertfordshire as electricity demand increases over the 

next 20 years due to increasing fossil fuel prices and phasing out of ICE transport. 

o I have no problem with this proposal at all ,we need it and it is well positioned. 

o I think it is a great idea as sustainable energy is the way forward. 

112

49

14

Yes No Don't Know
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o I think this is a great proposal. It looks well thought out and resourced. I hope it goes 

ahead with no major complications, as we desperately need to develop renewable 

energy to break the reliance on fossil fuel. 

o It’s great that you’ve built in plans for increasing biodiversity and grazing so the land 

is not wasted. 

 

4.5.8 Negative Comments  

o Farmland should be used for farming, solar is great for roofs and other spaces not in 

use but taking up farmland is stupid. 

o A further assault on the Green Belt. 

o I feel this would be an eyesore in a rural environment. I worry about the problems it 

would cause for flooding. 

o I object to the proposal on the basis that it is green belt land and the destruction of 

habitation for wildlife. 

o I strongly object to the proposal, this would ruin the views and local green belt enjoyed 

by so many locally. 

o It’s a blot on the landscape look at the mess near Royston.  

o Local roads are already congested. Most roads around this site are single lane and 

would not cope with construction traffic. 

o Really dreadful idea totally out of keeping with the countryside and beautiful walks in 

that area. These panels belong on top of multi storey car parks in towns. 

o The site is huge and will blot the countryside. 

o Yet more green belt destroyed for cash, this time in the name of flawed virtue signalling 

instead of yet more housing, leave us alone ,let us recycle.  
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5. Resubmission Scheme  

5.1.1 In November 2023, the application for the 2023 Scheme was refused by North 

Hertfordshire District Council, citing concerns that the impact on the landscape and Green 

Belt outweighed the benefits of the scheme. This decision was described as “…very finely 

balanced….” In response, BSSL has materially revised the plans to address these 

concerns. The updated proposal includes a reduction in the number of solar panels and 

the overall footprint of the development. Additionally, BSSL has increased separation 

distances and incorporated more woodland planting to mitigate visual impact. Despite the 

reduced development area, advancements in technology allow us to maintain the same 

level of renewable energy generation. 

 

5.1.2 BSSL initiated an engagement programme to inform key stakeholders about the updated 

scheme and provide details on how to access more information. The methods of 

engagement are outlined below. 

5.2 Letters to local political stakeholders 

5.2.1 In July 2024, BSSL issued a letter on to local politicians and to the Farmhouse at Redcoats 

to notify of the updated scheme and advise on the resubmission. The letter also offered 

an opportunity to meet to discuss the resubmission in further detail, The letter was sent 

to:  

o Councillor Daniel Allen, Leader of North Hertfordshire District Council  

o Councillor Ruth Brown, Leader of the Opposition and the Liberal Democrat Group 

o Councillor Chris Hinchliff, North Hertfordshire District Council’s Executive Member for 

Planning & Transport2  

o Councillor Mick Debenham, North Hertfordshire District Council’s Executive Member 

for Environment, Leisure & Green Spaces  

o Councillor Dave Winstanley, North Hertfordshire District Council’s Executive Member 

for Housing & Environmental Health  

o Councillor Dominic Griffiths, site ward member  

o Councillor Caroline McDonnell, site ward member  

o Councillor Elizabeth Dennis, Chair of North Hertfordshire District Council’s Planning 

Control Committee 

o Councillor Nigel Mason, Vice-Chair of North Hertfordshire District Council’s Planning 

Control Committee 

o Wymondley Parish Council 

o St. Ippolyts Parish Council 

 

 

2 *Councillor Chris Hinchliff has since stepped down as the Executive Member for Planning & Transport, with this 

portfolio now being overseen by Councillor Daniel Allen. Councillor Allen received the letter in his capacity as the Leader 

of the Council.   
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o Alistair Strathern MP, Member of Parliament for Hitchin  

o The Farmhouse at Redcoats 

 

5.2.2 A copy of the correspondence sent to local politicians and to the Farmhouse at Redcoats 

is provided in Appendix J.  

5.3 Meeting with Stakeholders  

5.3.1 BSSL met with Alistair Strathern MP on Wednesday 11th September to discuss the 2023 

Scheme and the Resubmission Scheme. The meeting was an opportunity to provide an 

overview of the 2022 consultation and how the scheme has changed to reduce the number 

of solar panels and visual impact on the area.  

 

5.3.2 BBSL met with representatives from Wymondley Parish Council and St Ippolyts Parish 

Council on Thursday 24th October to discuss the Resubmission Scheme. The meeting 

was an opportunity to provide an update on the plans and how the Resubmission Scheme 

had changes in line with the feedback received to minimise the impact on the local area 

through the reduction in the number of panels as well as other mitigation measures.  

 

5.3.3 BSSL also engaged with the owners of Redcoats Farm. As solar panels have become 

more efficient, BSSL could reduce the solar panel coverage in areas of the Site without 

compromising the 25MW export capacity. This has resulted in the removal of the solar 

panels that were adjacent to southern and western boundaries (of Redcoats Farm) in the 

2023 Scheme. Further details of the Resubmission Scheme design changes are set out 

later in this SCI. 

5.4 Website 

5.4.1 The dedicated consultation website, www.sperberryhillsolar.co.uk, was updated to include 

more information on the revised scheme, including an updated virtual exhibition to show 

where changes have been made.  

 

5.4.2 The website included a contact us section that invited viewers to reach out to the 

development team via post, phone and email.  

 

5.4.3 Images of the updated website can be viewed in Appendix K and the downloadable 

information boards which set out further detailed information relating to the application. 

These can be viewed in Appendix L. 

5.5 Consultation email and postal address 

5.5.1 The dedicated email address, sperberryhillsolar@havingyoursay.co.uk, remained active 

to answer questions regarding the plans. Alternatively, respondents were able to post 

questions. There were no emails or letters received on the Resubmission Scheme.  

 

 

5.6 Community Information Line  

http://www.sperberryhillsolar.co.uk/
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5.6.1 The Community Information Line (0333 358 0502) remained available to enable people to 

speak with members of the development team. Zero calls were received.  

6.  Response to Feedback  

6.1.1 The applicant would like to thank everyone who participated in the public consultation for 

the 2023 Scheme. BSSL also appreciates the feedback provided by the officers of North 

Hertfordshire District Council and the members of the Planning Control Committee in 

2023. 

 

6.1.2 While the 2023 Scheme received strong public support, several concerns were raised 

during the consultation process. BSSL provided responses to these concerns as part of 

the Statement of Community Involvement, which was submitted with the 2023 application. 

 

6.1.3 BSSL has taken into account the feedback from officers, the Planning Committee, and the 

local public through the consultation process to revise the plans and form the 

Resubmission Scheme. The key changes are outlined below. 

6.2 Enhanced Woodland 

6.2.1 The consultation for the 2023 Scheme showed that enhancing biodiversity was one of the 

most appreciated aspects of the plans. In response, BSSL will ensure biodiversity is 

further boosted in the Resubmission Scheme by including additional woodland planting, 

increasing the number of trees and promoting local wildlife. 

6.3 Reduction in Development Size 

6.3.1 The Resubmission Scheme directly addresses concerns about the scale of the 

development and the impact on the Green Belt that were raised through the 2023 Scheme. 

BSSL has reduced the overall footprint of the built development compared to the 2023 

Scheme, specifically aiming to minimise the impact on sensitive receptors while 

maintaining the same renewable energy benefits. 

 

6.3.2 To achieve this, we have implemented key design improvements. The original scheme 

featured solar panels with a power rating of 640 watts. With advancements in technology, 

the Resubmission Scheme will deliver an 9% reduction in the area of panels compared to 

the 2023 Scheme, but still having the same power output of 25MW owning to the panel 

power rating being increased to 710 watts. This means the same amount of energy can 

be produced with fewer panels on the land.  

6.4 Visual Impact 

6.4.1 Another concern raised during the consultation was the visual effects of the proposed 

solar farm. The Resubmission Scheme has included several amendments to reduce these 

visual effects as followed: 
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o Through the removal of the landscape bund and solar panels adjacent to the southern 

boundary at Redcoats Farm, the Resubmission Scheme solar panels are now sited 

circa 60m-80m from this boundary. The area immediately to the south of Redcoats 

Farm (that contained the landscape bund and solar panels in the 2023 Scheme), will 

comprise species rich grassland area. The solar panels will be bounded by deer stock 

fencing and hedging, the latter which will mature over time and reduce visibility of the 

solar panels when looking south from Redcoats Farm. 

o Solar panels have been removed from the area immediately to the west of Redcoats 

Farm, providing a setback of solar panels from this western boundary by circa 40m-

45m. The intervening area between the western boundary and the solar panels will 

contain new woodland and species rich grassland areas. When looking west from 

Redcoats Farm, the deer stock fencing and hedging adjacent will reduce the visibility 

of the solar panels over time. 

o An area of solar panels has been removed from the northwestern corner of the site, 

with additional woodland planting to soften views from nearby residential properties at 

the edge of St Ippolyts. 

o The solar panels and associated infrastructure have been removed to the east of 

Hertfordshire Way at the south eastern part of the site, which would reduce the visual 

effects of the Resubmission Scheme on the public footpath users. 
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7. Conclusions  

7.1.1 In preparing proposals for a new solar farm and battery storage facility at Sperberry Hill, 

the development team conducted a pre-application consultation in line with North 

Hertfordshire District Council’s Statement of Community Involvement, the Localism Act 

2011, the National Planning Policy Framework, and National Planning Practice Guidance. 

This consultation provided an opportunity for residents, politicians, and stakeholders to 

learn about the plans and offer their feedback. 

 

7.1.2 The applicant and the wider development team would like to extend their appreciation to 

all who participated in the consultation process and shared their views on the plans. The 

consultation garnered 256 responses from residents, with the majority expressing support 

for the proposals and highlighting the importance of transitioning to renewable energy. 

 

7.1.3 However, concerns were also raised regarding the scheme’s impact on the Green Belt 

and the adequacy of landscaping features. These issues were brought up during the public 

consultation, including feedback from Council officers and members of the Planning 

Control Committee.  

 

7.1.4 BSSL has carefully considered feedback from all stakeholders and has produced the 

Resubmission Scheme that mitigates the impact on Green Belt openness by reducing the 

number of solar panels and enhancing landscaping features to better conceal the solar 

farm. These measures include:  

o At Redcoats Farm, the previously proposed bund has been removed. The solar 

panels and fencing have been relocated significantly further from the southern 

boundary. A new hedge will be added along the northern edge of the panels. This 

solution will maintain the openness of the views from the property boundary and 

provide effective screening over time.  

o The solar panels and fencing have also been moved further from the western 

boundary of Redcoats Farm, with a new area of woodland planting proposed in 

this location.  

o An area of solar panels has been removed from the northwestern corner of the 

scheme, and additional woodland planting is proposed here to soften views from 

residential properties at the edge of St Ippolyts.  

o The removal of the solar panels and associated infrastructure in the southeastern 

corner of the previous scheme, east of the Hertfordshire Way. This adjustment 

ensures the Hertfordshire Way runs alongside the southernmost boundary of the 

solar farm, preserving open views for footpath users.   

7.1.4 This report reflects the views expressed by residents, stakeholders, and elected members 

during the public consultation and addresses the feedback received concerning the 

development. Moving forward, the development team will keep communication channels 

open, allowing the local community to stay engaged throughout the planning process. 
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8. Appendices  

8.1 Appendix A – Letters to Political Stakeholders (2023 Scheme)  
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8.2 Appendix B – Consultation Website (2023 Scheme)  
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8.3 Appendix C – Exhibition Boards (2023 Scheme)  
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8.4 Appendix D – Social Media Adverts (2023 Scheme)  
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8.5 Appendix E – Social Media Adverts Distribution Area (2023 Scheme)  
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8.6 Appendix F – Letter to Residents (2023 Scheme)  
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8.7 Appendix G – Letter Distribution Area (2023 Scheme)  

 

8.8 Appendix H – Press Release (2023 Scheme)  
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8.9 Appendix I – Media Coverage (2023 Scheme)  
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8.10 Appendix J – Stakeholder Letters (Resubmission Scheme)  
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8.11 Appendix K – Website (Resubmission Scheme)  
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8.12 Appendix L – Virtual Exhibition Boards (Resubmission Scheme)  
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