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Off-site post-intervention
(Including habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Off-site baseline
Habitat units

10.00%

Hedgerow units 10.00%

Watercourse units 10.00%

Total net unit change
(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Habitat units 1.03

0.02

Watercourse units 0.03

Yes ✓

Combined net unit change
(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Habitat units 1.37

Hedgerow units 0.18

Watercourse units 0.27

Habitat units 0.00

Hedgerow units

0.04

Hedgerow units 0.13

Watercourse units 0.09

Watercourse units 0.05

Hedgerow units 0.02

Headline Results

On-site baseline
Habitat units

Priory Farm Solar Array Alternative Cable Route

Hedgerow units 0.10

Watercourse units

On-site net change 
(units & percentage)

10.27

Hedgerow units 0.18

Watercourse units 0.27

On-site post-intervention
(Including habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Habitat units 10.27

Trading rules satisfied?

0.91

Off-site net change
(units & percentage)

Habitat units 1.37

0.00

Watercourse units 0.00

Hedgerow units 0.02

Watercourse units 0.05

2.28Habitat units

Spatial risk multiplier (SRM) deductions

Habitat units 0.34

Hedgerow units 0.01

Watercourse units 0.03
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Total net % change
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Hedgerow units
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Ecological  

baseline

Ref Broad Habitat  Habitat Type Irreplaceable habitat
Area 

(hectares)
Distinctiveness Condition Strategic significance

Total  habitat 

units

Area 

retained

Area 

enhanced

Baseline 

units 

retained

Baseline units 

enhanced

Area habitat 

lost
Units lost User comments Planning authority comments

Habitat reference 

number

1 Cropland Arable field margins tussocky No 0.09 Medium
Condition 

Assessment N/A

Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy

Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required (≥)
0.36 0.09 0.36 0.00 0.00 0.00

At the eastern most extent of cable route. Conditon 

asessment N/A

Soil Management Plan to be implemeted within this habitat 

type- briefly the topsoil and subsoil will be removed and 

replaced in order after cable installation. This will ensure 

the seed bank is replaced and as areas of removal are 

surrounded by more of the same habitat type, some natural 

re-colonisation may also occur. It is expected that this 

habitat type will be able to reach baseline habitat type and 

condition within two years post development.

Pg 34 of the metric user guide states- 'You do not need to 

record a habitat as lost when there are temporary impacts 

to a habitat and the area can be restored to both:

• baseline habitat type within two years of the initial 

impact; and

• baseline condition within two years of the initial impact'

As such, this habitat is classed as a temporary impact and 

is therefore retained in the metric

Further details are found within sections 4.4 and 4.5 of the 

Ecologocal Assessment Report

2 Grassland Lowland meadows No 0.36 V.High Moderate
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy

Same habitat required – bespoke 

compensation option ⚠
5.76 0.36 5.76 0.00 0.00 0.00

Field in the western half of the cable route

Conditon assessment: Passes a, b, c, e / Fails d and f

The cable route within this habitat type largely follows 

existing mown public footpaths across the field.

Furthermore, a Soil Management Plan is to be implemeted 

within this habitat type- briefly the topsoil and subsoil will 

be removed and replaced in order after cable installation. 

This will ensure the seed bank is replaced and as areas of 

removal are surrounded by more of the same habitat type, 

some natural re-colonisation may also occur. It is expected 

that this habitat type will be able to reach baseline habitat 

type and condition within two years post development.

As such, this habitat is classed as a temporary impact as 

per pg 34 in the metric user guide and is therefore 

retained in the metric

3 Grassland Modified grassland No 0.61 Low Poor
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy

Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required ≥
1.22 0.61 1.22 0.00 0.00 0.00

Pastoral grassland field in east of cable route

Condition assessment: Fails essential crieria a, b / Passes 

c, d, e, f, g

Thin lengths of modified grassland loss to facilitate the 

trench work development will easily recolonise post 

development, with the metric stating this baseline habitat 

type and condition should be reached within one year.

As such, this habitat is classed as a temporary impact as 

per pg 34 in the metric user guide and is therefore 

retained in the metric

4 Grassland Modified grassland No 0.01 Low Poor
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy

Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required ≥
0.02 0.01 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00

Small section of grassland between pastoral grassland and 

public road/footpath

Passes: C, D, F, G / Fails: essential criteria A, B, E

Thin lengths of modified grassland loss to facilitate the 

trench work development will easily recolonise post 

development, with the metric stating this baseline habitat 

type and condition should be reached within one year.

As such, this habitat is classed as a temporary impact as 

per pg 34 in the metric user guide and is therefore 

retained in the metric

5 Grassland Modified grassland No 0.13 Low Poor
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy

Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required ≥
0.26 0.13 0.26 0.00 0.00 0.00

Modified grassland with bare ground access track along 

public footpath in western half of cable route

Conditon assessment: Passes: C, F, G / Fails: essential 

criteria A, B, D, E

Thin lengths of modified grassland loss to facilitate the 

trench work development will easily recolonise post 

development, with the metric stating this baseline habitat 

type and condition should be reached within one year.

As such, this habitat is classed as a temporary impact as 

per pg 34 in the metric user guide and is therefore 

retained in the metric

6 Urban Developed land; sealed surface No 0.2 V.Low N/A - Other
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy
Compensation Not Required 0.00 0.2 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Road eastern half cable route. Condition assessment N/A

Will be subject to cable drilling underneath this habitat 

type via HDD at a depth of 3m below the surface- therefore 

no loss or change of surface habitat 

7 Urban Developed land; sealed surface No 0.06 V.Low N/A - Other
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy
Compensation Not Required 0.00 0.06 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Road western half cable route. Condition assessment N/A

Will be subject to cable drilling underneath this habitat 

type via HDD at a depth of 3m below the surface- therefore 

no loss or change of surface habitat 

8 Urban Developed land; sealed surface No 0.02 V.Low N/A - Other
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy
Compensation Not Required 0.00 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Concrete access track under road. Condition assessment 

N/A

Concrete to be replaced after cable installed- as such only 

a temporary impact- no loss or hab change

9 Heathland and shrub Mixed scrub No 0.03 Medium Moderate
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy

Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required (≥)
0.24 0.03 0.24 0.00 0.00 0.00

Mixed scrub either side of Ash Brook

Condition assessment: Passes A, b c / Fails d, e

Will be subject to cable drilling underneath this habitat 

type via HDD at a depth of 3m below the surface- therefore 

no loss or change of surface habitat 

10 Woodland and forest Other woodland; broadleaved No 0.06 Medium Moderate
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 

strategy

Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required (≥)
0.48 0.06 0.48 0.00 0.00 0.00

Other broadleaved plantation woodland in west of cable 

route

Conditon assessment: Moderate, total score of 27

Will be subject to cable drilling underneath this habitat 

type via HDD at a depth of 3m below the surface- therefore 

no loss or change of surface habitat 

11 Urban Open mosaic habitats on previously developed land No 0.14 High Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same habitat required = 1.93 0.14 1.93 0.00 0.00 0.00

OMH within LWS in western half of cable route

Condition assessment: Passes a, b, c, d1 / Fail d2

Soil Management Plan to be implemeted within this habitat 

type- briefly the topsoil and subsoil will be removed and 

replaced in order after cable installation. This will ensure 

the seed bank is replaced and as areas of removal are 

surrounded by more of the same habitat type, some natural 

re-colonisation may also occur. It is expected that this 

habitat type will be able to reach baseline habitat type and 

condition within two years post development.

As such, this habitat is classed as a temporary impact as 

per pg 34 in the metric user guide and is therefore 

retained in the metric

12

13

14

15

16

1.71 10.27 1.71 0.00 10.27 0.00 0.00 0.00

1.71

0.00

Select a unit Hectares

Existing area habitats Distinctiveness Condition 

1.03

10.00%

Yes ✓

Total  Net Unit Change

Total  Net % Change

Trading Rules Satisfied

M² to hectares conversion tool:

Total  habitat area 

Site Area (Excluding area of individual trees, green walls, intertidal  hard structures)

Area habitat summary

CommentsStrategic significance

Required Action to Meet 

Trading Rules

Bespoke compensation agreed 

for losses of VHDH or 

irreplaceable habitat

M²

Total  area lost (excluding area of individual trees, 

green walls and intertidal  hard structures)

A-1 On-Site Habitat Baseline

Project Name: Priory Farm Solar Array Alternative Cable Route     Map Reference: 

Condense / Show Rows

Main Menu 

Condense / Show Columns



1.03

10.00%

Yes ✓

Ecological 

baseline

Ref Broad habita t Habita t type Irreplaceable habita t Area (hectares) Distinctiveness Condition Strategic significance Spatia l risk category
Total habita t 

units

Area 

reta ined

Area 

enhanced

Baseline 

units 

reta ined

Baseline 

units 

enhanced

Area lost Units lost User comments Planning authority comments
Habita t 

reference 

Off-site 

reference

1 Grassland Modified grassland No 0.228596226 Low Moderate
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy

Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required ≥
Compensation outside LPA or NCA of impact site, but in neighbouring LPA or NCA 0.91 0.22859623 0.00 0.91 0.00 0.00

HAB-00002386-

BC3S9
BGS-110225002

2

3

4

5

6

0.23 0.91 0.00 0.23 0.00 0.91 0.00 0.00

0.23 0.00

Select a  unit Hectares

Site Area (Excluding area of individual trees, green walls, intertidal hard structures)

M² to hectares conversion tool:

D-1 Off-Site Habitat Baseline

Project Name: Priory Farm Solar Array Alternative Cable Route     Map Reference: Area habitat summary
Total Net Unit Change

Total Net % Change

Trading Rules Satisfied

Existing area habita ts

Tota l habita t area

M²

Distinctiveness Condition Spatia l risk multiplier

Tota l area lost (excluding area of individual trees, 

green walls and intertidal hard structures)

Required Action to Meet 

Trading Rules

Bespoke compensation agreed 

for losses of VHDH or 

irreplaceable habita t

Strategic significance Comments

Condense / Show Rows

Main Menu 

Condense / Show Columns



Total  Net Unit Change

Total  Net % Change

Trading Ru les Satisfied

Base line  

re f
Base line  habitat Proposed Broad Habitat Proposed Habitat  D istinctiveness change Condition change S trategic significance

S tandard or  adjusted time to  

target condition

Final  time to  

target condition 

(years)

D iff icu l ty Spatial  r isk category User comments P lanning au thority comments
Habitat 

re ference 

Off-site  

re ference

1 Grassland - Modified grassland Grassland Other neu tral  grassland Low - Medium Lower Distinctiveness Habitat - Good 0.228596226 Medium Good Formally identified in local strategy
Standard time to target condition 

applied
15 Low Compensation outside LPA or NCA of impact site, but in neighbouring LPA or NCA 2.28

HAB-00002386-

BC3S9
BGS-110225002

Total  habitat area 0.23
2.28

Comments

Project Name: Priory Farm Solar Array Alternative Cable Route     Map Reference: 

D-3 Off-Site Habitat Enhancment

Spatial  r isk mu ltipl ierBase line  habitats

Post intervention habitats 

Proposed Habitat (Broad habitat pre-popu lated bu t can be overr idden) Change in distinctiveness and condition S trategic significance

Condition 
Habitat units 

de livered

Area 

(hectares)

Temporal mu ltipl ier
D iff icu l ty 

mu ltipl iers

D istinctiveness

1.03

10.00%

Yes ✓

Area habitat summary

Condense / Show Rows

Main Menu 

Condense / Show Columns



0.02

10.00%

Yes ✓

Ecological 

baseline

Ref
Hedge 

number
Habitat type

Length 

(km)
Distinctiveness Condition Strategic significance

Total 

hedgerow 

units

Length 

retained

Length 

enhanced

Units 

retained

Units 

enhanced

Length 

lost

Units 

lost
User comments Planning authority comments

Habitat 

reference 

number

1 1 Native hedgerow with trees - associated with bank or ditch 0.01 High Good Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local strategy Like for like or better 0.18 0.01 0.18 0.00 0.00 0.00

Native hedgerow with trees on eastern most extent of 

cable route- dry ditch within 2m

Condition assessment-

Passes a1, a2, b1, b2, c1, d1, d2, e1, e2 / Fails c2

To be retained and protected via the use of broken 

trench techniques underneath the hedgerow which will 

connect to the southern boundary of the main Priory 

Farm Solar Array site. Broken trench technique involves 

using hand dug pits either side of the hedge and 

installing the cable by hand beneath the hedge roots. 

This will retain the feature and result in minimal  impacts. 

The feature is expected to be in the same condition 

within two years and as such, is classed as a temporary 

impact as per pg 34 in the metric user guide and 

therefore retained in the metric

2

3

4

5

6

0.01 0.18 0.01 0.00 0.18 0.00 0.00 0.00

Hedgerow summary

Total Net % Change

Trading Rules Satisfied

Total Net Unit Change

Project Name: Priory Farm Solar Array Alternative Cable Route     Map Reference: 

CommentsStrategic significance

Required Action to 

Meet Trading Rules

B-1 On-Site Hedge Baseline

Existing hedgerow habitats Distinctiveness Condition

Condense / Show Rows

Main Menu 

Condense / Show Columns



Ecological 

baseline

Ref
Hedge 

number
Habitat type

Length 

(km)
Distinctiveness Condition Strategic significance Spatial risk category

Total 

hedgerow 

units

Length 

retained

Length 

enhanced

Units 

retained

Units 

enhanced
Length lost

Units 

lost
User comments Planning authority comments

Habitat 

reference

Off-site 

reference

1 Species-rich native hedgerow - associated with bank or ditch 0.00497 High Good Formally identified in local strategy Like for like or better Compensation outside LPA or NCA of impact site, but in neighbouring LPA or NCA 0.10 0.0049669 0 0.1028157 0.00 0.00

HAB-

00002384-

BP4G4

BGS-

110225002

2

3

4

5

6

0.00 0.10 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.10 0.00 0.00

Project Name: Priory Farm Solar Array Alternative Cable Route     Map Reference: Hedgerow summary

Existing hedgerow habitats Distinctiveness Condition

E-1 Off-Site Hedge Baseline

Strategic significance

Total Net Unit Change

Total Net % Change

0.02

10.00%

Trading Rules Satisfied Yes ✓

CommentsSpatial risk multiplier

Required Action to 

Meet Trading Rules

Condense / Show Rows

Main Menu 

Condense / Show Columns



Total Net Uni t  Change 0.02

Total Net % Change 10.00%

Trading Rules Sat isf ied Yes ✓

Spatial r isk mult iplier

Baseline 

ref
Baseline habi tat  Dist inct iveness movement Condi t ion movement Dist inct iveness Condi t ion Strategic signi f icance

Standard or  adjusted t ime 

to target condi t ion

Final t ime to 

target condi t ion 

(years)

Final di f f iculty 

of  

enhancement 

Spat ial r isk category User comments Planning authori ty comments
Habi tat  

reference

Of f -si te 

reference

1 Species-rich native hedgerow - associated with bank or 

ditch

Species-rich native hedgerow with trees - 

associated with bank or ditch
High - V.High Lower Distinctiveness Habitat - Good 0.0049669 V.High Good Formally identified in local strategy

Standard time to target 

condition applied
10 Low

Compensation outside LPA or NCA of impact site, but in neighbouring LPA 

or NCA 
0.13

HAB-00002384-

BP4G4
BGS-110225002

0.00 0.13

Hedgerow summary

Proposed habi tat

E-3 Off-Site Hedge Enhancement

Temporal mult iplier
Di f f iculty r isk 

mult ipliers
Change in dist inct iveness and condi t ion Dist inct iveness Condi t ion 

Project Name: Priory Farm Solar Array 

Post  intervention habi tats

CommentsBaseline habi tats Strategic signi f icance

Length 

(km)

Hedge 

uni ts 

delivered

Condense / Show Rows

Main Menu 

Condense / Show Columns



Ecological 

baseline

Ref Watercourse type
Length 

(km)
Distinctiveness Condition Strategic significance

Extent of 

encroachment

Extent of encroachment 

for both banks

Total 

watercourse 

units

Length 

retained

Length 

enhanced

Units 

retained

Units 

enhanced
Length Lost Units Lost User Comments Planning authority comments

Habitat 

reference 

number

1 Other rivers and streams 0.03 High Moderate
Area/compensation not in local 

strategy/ no local strategy
No Encroachment Major/Major

Same habitat 

required =
0.27 0.03 0.27 0.00 0.00 0.00

Ash Brook within western half of cable route- MoRPh 

survey preliminary conditon score of 1.255 =  

moderate condition

Post development modelling showed no difference as 

the development is for a underground cable 

installation with no permanent above ground habitat 

changes. 

No watercourse encroachment and Major/Minor 

riparian encorahcment due to footpath within 4m of 

banktop on southern aspect and managed fiield wihtin 

4-10m of banktop on the northern aspect (managed 

public footpaths)

This is for two small sections of the Ash Brook (0.01km 

where the brook is open and 0.02km where the brook 

is culverted underneath a roundabout) where the 

cable will be drilled via HDD to a depth of 3m under 

the water channel - so no significant impacts. 

The remainder of the cable route (not within this 

metric) is either over 10m from the Ash Brook bank 

top, or lies strictly within the footprint of exisitng 

public footpaths along the brook. The BNG User Guide 

states on page 41 that established footpaths are 

exempt if recorded in the baseline. The Proposed 

cable route strictly follows the public footpath when 

adjacent to the brook, and lies immediately  next to 

the section subject to HDD.  As such is considered 

exempt from the watercourse BNG requirements but 

put here for illistative purposed to show temporary/no 
2  

3  

4  

5  

6  

0.03 0.27 0.03 0.00 0.27 0.00 0.00 0.00

Project Name: Priory Farm Solar Array Alternative Cable 

C-1 On-Site WaterC' Baseline

Existing watercourse type Distinctiveness Condition

Total Net Unit Change

Total Net % Change

0.03

10.00%

Watercourse summary

Trading Rules Satisfied Yes ✓

Strategic significance Watercourse 

encroachment
Riparian encroachment

Required 

Action to Meet 

Trading Rules

Bespoke compensation 

agreed for losses of 

VHDH

Comments

Condense / Show Rows
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Condense / Show Columns



Ecological  

baseline

Ref Watercourse type
Length 

(km)
Distinctiveness Condition Strategic significance

Extent of 

encroachment

Extent of 

encroachment for 

both banks

Spatial  risk category

Total  

watercourse 

units

Length 

retained

Length 

enhanced

Units 

retained

Units 

enhanced
Length lost Units lost User comments Planning authority comments

Habitat 

reference
Off-site reference

1 Ditches 0.010985452 Medium Poor
Location ecologically desirable but 

not in local strategy
No Encroachment Major/Major

Same habitat 

required =
Outside operational catchment  0.04 0.01098545 0.00 0.04 0.00 0.00

HAB-

00001456-

BK8Z1

BGS-091024001

2  

3  

4  

5  

6  

0.01 0.04 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.04 0.00 0.00

Project Name: Priory Farm Solar Array Alternative Cable Route     

F-1 Off-Site WaterC' Baseline

Existing watercourse type Distinctiveness Condition

Watercourse summary
0.03

10.00%

Total  Net Unit Change

Total  Net % Change

Trading Rules Satisfied Yes ✓

Strategic significance Watercourse 

encroachment
CommentsRiparian 

encroachment
Required 

Action to 

Meet 

Trading 

Rules

Spatial  risk multipl ier
Bespoke 

compensation 

agreed for losses of 

VHDH

Condense / Show Rows

Main Menu 

Condense / Show Columns



Total  Net Unit Change 0.03

Total  Net % Change 10.00% `
Trading Rules Satisfied Yes ✓ 0

Baseline ref Baseline habitat  Distinctiveness movement Condition movement Distinctiveness Condition Strategic significance
Standard or adjusted 

time to target condition

Final  time to 

target condition 

(years)

Final  diff icul ty 

of enhancement

Extent of 

encroachment

Extent of 

encroachment for 

both banks

Spatial  risk category User comments Planning authority comments
Habitat 

reference

Off-site 

reference

1 Ditches Ditches Medium - Medium Poor - Moderate 0.010985 Medium Moderate
Location ecologically desirable but 

not in local strategy

Standard time to target 

condition applied
4 Low

No 

Encroachment

No Encroachment/ 

No Encroachment
Outside operational catchment  0.09

HAB-

00001456-

BK8Z1

BGS-

091024001

0.01 0.09

Project Name: Priory Farm Solar Array Alternative 

Cable Route     Map Reference: 

Baseline habitats Strategic significance Temporal multipl ier

Proposed habitat Length 

(km)

Habitat 

distinctiveness

Habitat 

condition

Watercourse summary
F-3 Off-Site WaterC Enhancement

Change in distinctiveness and condition Diff icul ty 

multipl iers

Watercourse 

encroachment

Riparian 

encroachment

Post intervention habitats 

 

Watercourse 

units 

delivered

CommentsSpatial  risk multipl ier

Condense / Show Rows

Main Menu 

Condense / Show Columns
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