
From:                                 SM-NE-Consultations (NE) <consultations@naturalengland.org.uk>
Sent:                                  29 January 2025 10:51:50 UTC+00:00
To:                                      "Tom Rea" <Tom.Rea@north-herts.gov.uk>
Subject:                             24/02343/FP Church Wood Three Houses Lane Codicote Hertfordshire - NE 
response 500717
Attachments:                   499626 24_02343_FP Church Wood Three Houses Lane Codicote Hertfordshire - 
Additional response and advice to the LPA.msg, 498237 24_02343_FP NE Response.pdf

Dear Mr Rea, 
 
Our ref: 500717
Your ref: 24/02343/FP
 
Thank you for your consultation. 
 
Natural England has previously commented on this proposal and made comments to the 
authority in our response dated 27 January 2025 reference 499626, and on 13 January 2025 
reference 498237.
 
The advice provided in our previous response applies equally to this amendment. The proposed 
amendments to the original application are unlikely to have significantly different impacts on the 
natural environment than the original proposal. 
 
Should the proposal be amended in a way which significantly affects its impact on the natural 
environment then, in accordance with Section 4 of the Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities Act 2006, Natural England should be consulted again.  Before sending us the 
amended consultation, please assess whether the changes proposed will materially affect any 
of the advice we have previously offered.  If they are unlikely to do so, please do not re-consult 
us.
Yours faithfully,
James
James Thorp 
Consultations Team (Crewe Hub) 
consultations@naturalengland.org.uk 
Natural England, Hornbeam House, Electra Way, Crewe, Cheshire, CW1 6GJ.
www.gov.uk/natural-england

 
 
 
 
This message has been sent using TLS 1.2 This email and any attachments is intended for the 
named recipient only. If you have received it in error you have no authority to use, disclose, store 
or copy any of its contents and you should destroy it and inform the sender. Whilst this email and 
associated attachments will have been checked for known viruses whilst within the Natural 
England systems, we can accept no responsibility once it has left our systems. Communications 
on Natural England systems may be monitored and/or recorded to secure the effective operation 
of the system and for other lawful purposes. 
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RE: 24/02343/FP - Church Wood Three Houses Lane Codicote Hertfordshire - Additional response and advice from Natural England

		From

		SM-NE-Consultations (NE)

		To

		'tom.rea@north-herts.gov.uk'

		Recipients

		tom.rea@north-herts.gov.uk



Our reference – 499626



 



For the attention of Mr Tom Rea



 



Re - 24/02343/FP | Change of use of existing site from agricultural to use Class B8 (Storage and Distribution). Extensions and alterations to existing barns; erection of detached temporary structure of three years and supporting substation and concrete base. Installation of hardstanding for outside storage and parking and installation of electric front entrance gates. Drainage pond and associated outfall pipe, alterations to surface access track (Development has commenced). | Church Wood Three Houses Lane Codicote Hertfordshire 



 



Dear Mr Rea,



 



Since submission of our response to the above application (24/02343/FP – our ref 498237) we have been alerted to concerns that the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) may not have adequately assessed impacts to Church Wood Local Wildlife Site (LWS). Whilst these sites fall outside of our statutory remit, Natural England will not support proposals likely to have an adverse impact on LWSs and/or Priority Habitat, including Ancient Woodland, given the important role these sites and habitats play in supporting the functioning and resilience of the wider ecological network.  Our advice is that your authority should ensure that a full ecological appraisal of all proposed works within the full red line boundary of the proposed development has been provided, alongside any details of mitigation measures required to address adverse impacts on the LWS and /or Priority Habitat, in accordance with relevant local and national planning policy. Your authority should make full reference to advice in our previous response with regard to potential impacts on Priority Habitats and Ancient Woodland.



 



Yours sincerely,



 



Elizabeth Ball



 



Operations Delivery, Consultations Team



Natural England, County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester, WR5 2NP



 



Tel: 0300 060 3900



Email: consultations@naturalengland.org.uk



Web: www.gov.uk/natural-england



 



We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where wildlife is protected, and England’s traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations.
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Date: 13 January 2025 
Our ref:  24/02343/FP 
Your ref: 498237 
  


 
Mr Tom Rea 
North Herts Council 
 
BY EMAIL ONLY 
tom.rea@north-herts.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 


 
  
 Hornbeam House 
 Crewe Business Park 
 Electra Way 
 Crewe 
 Cheshire 
 CW1 6GJ 


 
 T 0300 060 3900 


  


 
 
Dear Mr Rea 
 
Planning consultation: Change of use of existing site from agricultural to use Class B8 (Storage 
and Distribution). Extensions and alterations to existing barns; erection of detached temporary 
structure of three years and supporting substation and concrete base. Installation of hardstanding 
for outside storage and parking and installation of electric front entrance gates. Drainage pond and 
associated outfall pipe, alterations to surface access track 
Location: Church Wood Three Houses Lane Codicote Hertfordshire 
 
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 23 December 2024 which was received by 
Natural England on 23 December 2024   
 
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the 
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future 
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other advice  
 
Priority habitats and Species 
Priority habitats and Species are of particular importance for nature conservation and are included 
in the England Biodiversity List published under section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities Act 2006. Most priority habitats will be mapped either as Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest, on the Magic website or as Local Wildlife Sites. A list of priority habitats and species can be 
found on Gov.uk. 
Natural England does not routinely hold species data, such data should be collected when impacts 
on priority habitats or species are considered likely. Consideration should also be given to the 
potential environmental value of brownfield sites, often found in urban areas and former industrial 
land, further information including links to the open mosaic habitats inventory can be found here. 


SUMMARY OF NATURAL ENGLAND’S ADVICE 
 
NO OBJECTION 
 
Based on the plans submitted, Natural England considers that the proposed development will not 
have significant adverse impacts on statutorily protected nature conservation sites or landscapes.  
 
Natural England’s generic advice on other natural environment issues is set out at Annex A. 
 



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/habitats-and-species-of-principal-importance-in-england

https://www.buglife.org.uk/brownfield-hub
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Sites of Special Scientific Interest Impact Risk Zones 
The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 
requires local planning authorities to consult Natural England on “Development in or likely to affect a 
Site of Special Scientific Interest” (Schedule 4, w). Our SSSI Impact Risk Zones are a GIS dataset 
designed to be used during the planning application validation process to help local planning 
authorities decide when to consult Natural England on developments likely to affect a SSSI. The 
dataset and user guidance can be accessed from the data.gov.uk website 
 
Further general advice on the consideration of protected species and other natural environment 
issues is provided at Annex A. 
 
We would be happy to comment further should the need arise but if in the meantime you have any 
queries please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
For any queries regarding this letter, for new consultations, or to provide further information on this 
consultation please send your correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Chloe Lancaster 
Consultations Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



https://naturalengland-defra.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/sssi-impact-risk-zones-england?geometry=-32.18%2C48.014%2C27.849%2C57.298



