
Key to Exploratory Hole Logs

Composite Materials and Lithology Backfill
Legend Code Description

In-Situ Testing Sampling Installations

Water Observations

Prefix Type Comments

SPT(S) Standard 
Penetration 
Test
(S) Split Spoon
(C) Solid Cone

SPT(C)

HV

PP

PID

PPM

Rotary Boreholes:
T.C.R.  - Total Core Recovery % 

S.C.R.  - Solid Core Recovery % 

R.Q.D. - Rock Quality Designation % 

Hand Vane 
Test

Hand 
Penetrometer 
Test

On-Site Volatile 
Headspace 
Testing by Photo 
Ionization 
Detector 

In-Situ 
Permeability 
Test

Uncorrected test 
results at relevant 
start depth. Hammer 
ID and Energy Ratio 
reported on log and 
in relevant AGS fields

Undrained Shear 
Strength reported in 
kPa.

Screening reported 
as ppmv. 
Headspace testing 
undertaken as per 
contract documents

Permeability (k) 
reported in m/s. 
Please refer to 
individual test 
sheets for data and 
methodology

Prefix Type Comments

D

B

LB

U

UT

P

Small 
Disturbed 
Sample
Bulk 
Disturbed 
Sample

Large Bulk 
Disturbed 
Sample

Undisturbed 
sample -
thick wall 
driven tube

Undisturbed 
Sample –
Thin wall 
driven tube

Pushed 
piston 
sample

C

AMAL

W

ES

EW

Core sample

Amalgamated 
Sample

Water 
sample

Environmental 
sample

Environmental 
water sample

Nominally 1kg

Nominally 5kg

25kg to 60kg depending on 
material type, for 
compaction related tests

For CP, nominally 100mm 
diameter, 450mm length. For WS, 
nominally 38mm diameter, 100mm 
length. Blows to drive tube and 
recovery found in remarks

Nominally 100mm diameter, 
450mm length. Blows to drive tube 
and recovery found in remarks

Nominally 100mm diameter, 
1000mm length. Recovery found in 
remarks

-

Details of samples used noted in 
remarks as well as relevant AGS 
field

Not for environmental 
testing purposes

Multiple containers used 
where appropriate

Multiple containers used 
where appropriate

Legend Description

Piezometer Plain Pipe

Piezometer Slotted Pipe

Legend Description

Details are provided on each log 
through the Water Strike Table

Standing water level 
after specified time

Water strike

Legend Code Description Legend Code Description Legend Code Description

101

102

103

104

201

301

401

501

601

701

Topsoil

Made Ground 
or Fill

Asphalt

Concrete

Clay

Silt

Sand

Gravel

Peat

Cobbles

730

801

802

803

804

805

806

807

808

809

Boulders

Mudstone

Siltstone

Sandstone

Limestone or 
Dolomite

Chalk

Coal

Breccia

Conglomerate

Fine Grained 
Igneous

810

811

812

813

814

815

816

817

998
999

Medium Grained 
Igneous

Coarse Grained 
Igneous

Fine Grained 
Metamorphic

Medium Grained 
Metamorphic

Coarse Grained 
Metamorphic

Pyroclastic

Gypsum or 
Rocksalt

Shale

No recovery
Void

901

902
908

903

904

905

906
912

907

999

Sand Filter

Gravel Filter
Ballast

Bentonite

Grout

Arisings

Concrete 
Paving Slab

Asphalt

Void

NB: Composite soil types are 
represented by combined 
legends. Each type will have 
its own code within the AGS 
data.

All soil and rock descriptions in 
general accordance with BS5930, BS 
EN ISO 14688 and BS EN ISO 14689

F.I.     - Fracture Index

Unconfined 
Compressive 
Strength 
reported in kPa
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