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Ben Glover MRTPI 
Senior Planning Officer 
Major Projects 

01462 474248 
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From: Liz Anderson <liz.anderson@north-herts.gov.uk> 
Sent: 26 February 2026 09:15
To: Ben Glover <Ben.Glover@north-herts.gov.uk>
Subject: 25/03149/RM Land Between Royston Road and Cambridge Road, Barkway 
 
Good morning Ben 
Please find comments on the above application attached 
Best wishes 
 
 

  

                       

  
  
Liz Anderson CEnv MCIEEM 
Senior Ecologist 
 07918363500 
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Officer  Liz Anderson – Ecologist     Ref: 25/03149/RM 


Date  25/02/2026       Att: Ben Glover 


 


Land Between Royston Road and Cambridge Road, Barkway 


Approval of reserved matters (access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale) for the 


erection of 140 residential dwellings with associated landscaping, highways, drainage, public 


open space and ancillary infrastructure pursuant to outline planning permission reference 


25/02234/S73 granted 03.12.2025 


Consultee comments; 


Having reviewed the submitted documents I note 5.20 of the Planning Statement refers to North Herts 


Local Plan policy NE4 in that development should deliver net gains for biodiversity going on to state in 


7.8;  ‘The site will deliver 1.96ha of green infrastructure comprising informal recreational areas; buffer 


planting, retained trees and hedgerows, and other habitat creation. There will be opportunities for 


biodiversity enhancements, and the site will achieve a net gain in biodiversity.’.  


No biodiversity Metric has been provided so this claim cannot be qualified.  


7.20 refers to the Outline Planning Permission securing fixed landscape parameters which include 


retention of existing trees and hedgerow. It then identifies indicative parameters including the planting 


of beech trees to the northern boundary and wildflower grassland. However, the planting plans show 


amenity grass for the majority of the greenspace, beyond SUDS.  


When I visited the site in the summer the existing grassland in Eastern field was species rich so I 


question why wildflower mix is only used in small patches and not on all amenity areas, particularly 


given the desire to achieve BNG considering the quality of the grassland to be lost?  


A species rich mix like A36 would have been preferable to A22 which is predominantly Rye grass 


offering no interest for pollinators and certainly not wildflowers. A36 would provide a stronger 


commitment to delivering biodiversity benefits. Even ASustain would be an improvement as this 


contains clover.  Likewise 7.22 refers to the east of the site where trees along Cambridge Road will be 


retained and strengthened with wildflower planting. But it’s all amenity A22 grass mix.  


Beech trees are referred to but only 3 purple beech are included in the mix, this seems a rather 


disingenuous nod to the OPP. 


I welcome the amendment to the bridleway surface from tarmac to hoggin as shown on the surface 


treatment plan, this is a great improvement. 


Whilst this application is not subject to a mandatory requirement to deliver 10% Biodiversity Net Gain 


ecological enhancements are still expected. I appreciate the applicant’s commitment to swiftbricks and 


hedgehog highways but there’s also an opportunity for bat bricks on the rural edges, particularly north 


and east boundaries, where they should also be included.  
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The plans don’t depict where the bird boxes and hedgehog holes are located but the applicant states 


they would be happy to accept a condition securing the final details of such. The following condition is 


advised; 


Ecological Enhancements 
No development shall take place until an Ecological Enhancement Plan (EEP) for the creation of 
new wildlife features such as the inclusion of integrated bird/bat boxes in buildings/structures and 
hedgehog highways has been submitted to and approved in writing by the local planning 
authority. Swift bricks should be used where building heights allow. 


 
Reason: To ensure development is ecologically sensitive and secures biodiversity enhancements 
in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework. 


 


Landscape Management Plan specific comments; 


In the table on page 18 the grass cut is the wrong way round. Should be March to reduce competition 


and Autumn after flowering.  


6.4 states cutting is likely to be required every two weeks on high maintenance areas, ensuring that the 


sward height does not exceed 75mm and that the presence of flowering weed species is avoided. The 


height of cut shall be 30mm. How can wildflowers ever achieve a beneficial state? Certainly lower 


growing species like clover or self heal could survive but ‘flowering weeds’ such as dandelion are 


essential early nectar sources. The applicant needs to decide if they want to support biodiversity or not, 


if it is the former I would advise a review of the planting mix and cutting regime. 


Hedgerow management; existing native hedge shouldn’t be cut 3 times per year, April, June and Oct. 


This would be detrimental to wildlife, it should be every 3 yrs over winter. New hedgerows only get an 


annual trim in October, better to give birds a chance to benefit from berries so Jan cut is 


recommended. 





