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Poor Area Moderate Area Good Area
Small 57 0.2321 15 0.0611 9 0.0366

Medium 0.0000 0.0000 2 0.0326
Large 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Very large 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000
Total 57 0.2321 15 0.0611 11 0.0692

Number of trees and area (ha) for each condition state
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Unit Deficit

0.00

3.13 0.00
0.75 0.00

Watercourse units

Area habitat units
Hedgerow units

Unit Type Units Required

Off-site post-intervention
(Including habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Off-site baseline
Area habitat units

12.88%

Hedgerow units 11.62%

Watercourse units 0.00%

Total net unit change
(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Area habitat units 0.37
0.08

Watercourse units 0.00

Yes ✓

Combined net unit change
(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Area habitat units 0.37

Hedgerow units 0.76
Watercourse units 0.00

Area habitat units 0.37
Hedgerow units

0.00

Hedgerow units 0.00
Watercourse units 0.00

Watercourse units 0.00
Hedgerow units 0.08

No additional area habitat units required to meet target  ✓
No additional hedgerow units required to meet target  ✓

No additional watercourse units required to meet target  ✓
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Ecological  
baseline

Ref Broad Habitat  Habitat Type Irreplaceable habitat Area 
(hectares) Distinctiveness Condition Strategic significance Total  habitat 

units
Area 

retained
Area 

enhanced

Baseline 
units 

retained

Baseline 
units 

enhanced

Area habitat 
lost Units lost User comments Planning authority comments Habitat reference 

number

1 Urban Developed land; sealed surface No 0.1045 V.Low N/A - Other Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 
strategy Compensation Not Required 0.00 0.1045 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 No

Two exisiting buildings onsite and associated 
hardstanding. This habitat type does not require a 

condition assessment  
u1b5

2 Urban Developed land; sealed surface No 0.1766 V.Low N/A - Other Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 
strategy Compensation Not Required 0.00 0.1766 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 No

Access road, car park and other araes of hardstanding 
within the site. This habitat type does not require a 

condition assessment  
u1b

3 Urban Introduced shrub No 0.0113 Low Condition 
Assessment N/A

Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 
strategy

Same distinctiveness or better 
habitat required ≥ 0.02 0.007 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.01 No

Areas of introduced shrub along the front (southwest) of 
building B2. This habitat type does not require a condition 

assessment  
u - 847

4 Sparsely vegetated land Tall forbs No 0.1242 Low Poor Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 
strategy

Same distinctiveness or better 
habitat required ≥ 0.25 0 0.00 0.00 0.12 0.25 No

Large areas dominated by nettle, with some hogweed and 
willowherb surrounding the site.  Small areas of this habitat 

is to be removed to facilitate the proposals.This habitat 
type fails condition criteria A and B. 

g - 16

5 Grassland Modified grassland No 0.1876 Low Moderate Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 
strategy

Same distinctiveness or better 
habitat required ≥ 0.75 0 0 0.00 0.00 0.19 0.75 No

Grassland within the northeast of the site.  Intensively 
managed, regularly mown, and managed for amenity 

purposes. Abundant in perennial rye grass and frequent in 
white clover, dovesfoot cranesbill, common mousear, and 

black medic, with occasional cocksfoot and common daisy 
and red fescue. With approximately 8 species per square 

metre, this habitat passes Condition criteria A, C, F, and G, 
failing B, D, and E. To be removed buy the development to 

facilitate the building and car park.  

g4 (A) -108

6 Grassland Modified grassland No 0.3504 Low Poor Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 
strategy

Same distinctiveness or better 
habitat required ≥ 0.70 0.082 0.094 0.16 0.19 0.17 0.35 No

Modified grassland within the within the southwest of the 
site. Intensively managed, regularly mown, and managed 
for amenity purposes. Dominated by perennial rye grass, 

this habitat fails condition criteria A (essential for achieving 
Moderate or Good condition), B, D, and E. Sections of this 

habitat is to be removed to facilitate the proposals. A 
section of grassland to the northwest of the site is be 

enhanced by the proposals

g4 (B) -108, 612

7 Individual trees Urban tree No 0.0611 Medium Moderate Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 
strategy

Same broad habitat or a higher 
distinctiveness habitat required (≥) 0.49 0.0366 0 0.29 0.00 0.02 0.20 No

15 small trees throughout the site. All 15 fail condition 
criteria C and E resulting in moderate condition. Six trees 
are to removed by the development of the car park, with 

nine due for retention. 

8 Individual trees Urban tree No 0.0326 Medium Moderate Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 
strategy

Same broad habitat or a higher 
distinctiveness habitat required (≥) 0.26 0.0326 0 0.26 0.00 0.00 0.00 No

Two  medium trees throughout the site including Cherry, 
and Yew. Both trees pass at least 4 of the 6 condition citeria 
resulting in a Moderate condition score. These tree are to 

be retained by the proposals. 

9 Individual trees Urban tree No 0.0163 Medium Moderate Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 
strategy

Same broad habitat or a higher 
distinctiveness habitat required (≥) 0.13 0 0 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.13 No

One medium horse chestnut tree at moderate condition. 
Fails condition criterion C and D for Moderate condition. 

To be removed  

10 Woodland and forest Other woodland; broadleaved No 0.061 Medium Poor Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 
strategy

Same broad habitat or a higher 
distinctiveness habitat required (≥) 0.24 0.061 0 0.24 0.00 0.00 0.00 No

A small parcel of woodland, which forms a wider area of 
woodland  within southeast of the red line boundary. With 
species including elder, leylandii, scots pine, hazel, plum 
and boxwood, and laurel, ground flora is dominated by 

bare ground and common nettle. A condition score of Poor 
was determined after scoring 23 points for the woodland 
condition assessment. To be retained by the proposals

11
12
13
14
15

1.13 2.85 0.50 0.09 0.98 0.19 0.53 1.68
1.02

0.49

Select a unit Hectares

Existing area habitats Distinctiveness Condition 

0.37
12.88%
Yes ✓

Total  Net Unit Change
Total  Net % Change

Trading Rules Satisfied

M² to hectares conversion tool :

Total  habitat area 
Site Area (Excluding area of individual trees, green walls, intertidal  hard structures)

Area habitat summary

CommentsStrategic significance

Required Action to Meet 
Trading Rules

Bespoke compensation agreed 
for losses of VHDH or 
irreplaceable habitat

M²

Total  area lost (excluding area of individual trees, 
green walls and intertidal  hard structures)

A-1 On-Site Habitat Baseline
Project Name: BG25.250 Redwings Baldock – A1 Southbound, Hinxworth     Map 
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0.01

Ref Distinctiveness Condition Strategic significance Standard or adjusted time to target condition
Final time to 

target condition 
(years)

Final difficulty 
of creation User comments Planning authority comments

Habitat 
reference 
number

1 Urban Developed land; sealed surface 0.2584 V.Low N/A - Other Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 
strategy Standard time to target condition applied 0 Low 0.00

New proposed car park extension. This 
habitat type does not require a condition 

assessment. 

2 Urban Developed land; sealed surface 0.066 V.Low N/A - Other Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 
strategy Standard time to target condition applied 0 Low 0.00

New proposed hotel building. This habitat 
type does not require a condition 

assessment. 

3 Individual trees Urban tree 0.2321 Medium Moderate Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 
strategy Standard time to target condition applied 27 Low 0.71

57 small urban trees to be planted throughout 
the site. Trees will not situated within areas of 

scrub and will be planted within areas of 
modified grassland throughout the site. These 

trees will be oversailing vegetation and 
therefore likely to achieve condition criterion 

A, B, D, and F

4 Grassland Other neutral grassland 0.129 Medium Moderate Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 
strategy Standard time to target condition applied 5 Low 0.86

Areas of tall forbs along the northeastern 
boundary and modified grassland east of the 

site will be removed to facilitate the 
establishment of Other neutral grassland with 

the planting of a EM2 Standard Meadow 
mixture (or similar approved). Areas subject 
to levels of shading due to  the proposed tree 

planting, grassland should be sown with a 
shade tolerant seed mixture such as EH1 
Hedgerow Mixture (or similar approved), 

targeting conditions A, B, D, and E to achieve 
Moderate condition. .

C

5 Grassland Modified grassland 0.042 Low Poor Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 
strategy Standard time to target condition applied 1 Low 0.08

Proposed areas of modified grassland 
proposed adjacent to the hotel building and 

car park. This habitat type will likely fail 
condition criterion A (required to achieve 

Moderate or Good Condition), resulting in a 
poor condition.

D

6
7
8
9

10
11
12

Total habitat area 0.73 1.65

Site Area (Excluding area of individual trees, green walls, intertidal hard 
structures) 0.50

Select a unit HectaresM² to hectares conversion tool:
M²

Difficulty 

Area habitat summary
Total Net Unit Change 0.37

Total Net % Change 12.88%

Trading Rules Satisfied Yes ✓

Area Acceptable ✓Area Check

Comments
Post intervention habitats 

oject Name: BG25.250 Redwings Baldock – A1 Southbound, Hinxworth     Map Referen  
A-2 On-Site Habitat Creation

Strategic significance

Area 
(hectares)Broad Habitat Proposed habitat

Habitat 
units 

delivered

Distinctiveness Condition Temporal multiplier
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Baseline 
ref Baseline habi tat Proposed Broad Habi tat Proposed habi tat  Dist inct iveness change Condi t ion change Strategic signi f icance Standard or  adjusted t ime to 

target  condi t ion

Final t ime to 
target  condi t ion 

(years)

Final di f f iculty 
of  

enhancement
User comments Planning authori ty comments

Habi tat  
reference 

number

6 Grassland - Modified grassland Grassland Other neutral grassland Low - Medium Lower Distinctiveness Habitat - 
Moderate 0.094 Medium Moderate Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Standard time to target condition 

applied
10 Low 0.58

Existing poor condition modified grassland 
to be enhanced to Other neutral grassland, 
through an improved management regime 
and re-seeding with EM2 Standard Meadow 

mixture (or similar approved). Grassland 
should target condition criteria A, B, D, and 

E for Moderate Condition. 

B

Total habi tat  area 0 09 0 58

Comments

Habi tat  uni ts 
deliveredCondi t ion Dist inct iveness

Temporal r isk mult iplier

Yes ✓

Area habitat summary

Baseline habi tats Strategic signi f icance

Area 
(hectares) 

Post  intervent ion habi tats 
Di f f iculty r isk 

mult ipliers

  5.250 Redwings Baldock – A1 Southbound, Hinxworth       
A-3 On-Site Habitat Enhancement

Proposed Habi tat  (Broad habi tat  pre-populated but  can be overr idden) Change in dist inct iveness and condi t ion

Total Net  Uni t  Change
Total Net  % Change

Trading Rules Sat isf ied

0.37
12.88%

Condense / Show Rows
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Condense / Show Columns



0.08
11.62%
Yes ✓

Ecological 
baseline

Ref Hedge 
number Habitat type Length 

(km) Distinctiveness Condition Strategic significance
Total 

hedgerow 
units

Length 
retained

Length 
enhanced

Units 
retained

Units 
enhanced

Length 
lost

Units 
lost User comments Planning authority comments

Habitat 
reference 
number

1 H1 Line of trees 0.067 Low Moderate Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local strategy Same distinctiveness 
band or better 0.27 0.067 0 0.27 0.00 0.00 0.00

A majority native line of trees dominated by hawthorn, 
with occasional plum, and rare norway maple. Passes 
condition criteria A, B, and E, while failing C and D, 

resulting in Moderate condition. To be retained by the 
proposals  

H1 (33)

2 H2 Line of trees 0.068 Low Moderate Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local strategy Same distinctiveness 
band or better 0.27 0 0.00 0.00 0.07 0.27

A native line of trees dominated by Hawthorn, with 
frequent plum, and occasional Elm. Passes condition 

criteria A, B, C, and E, while failing D, resulting in 
Moderate condition. 35m will be removed to facilitate the 

new proposed building and new car park. 

H2 (33)

3 H3 Non-native and ornamental hedgerow 0.01 V.Low Poor Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local strategy Same distinctiveness 
band or better 0.01 0 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01

An ornamental hedgerow comprising of an non-native 
cherry (Prunus) species. Condition for this habitat auto-

populates as Poor. To be removed to facilitate the car 
park and green space. 

H3

4 H4 Line of trees 0.028 Low Moderate Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local strategy Same distinctiveness 
band or better 0.11 0.028 0.11 0.00 0.00 0.00

A mostly native line of trees dominated by hazel, with 
frequent Hawthorn and plum, occasional elm, lilac, and 
rare elder.  Passes condition criteria A, B, and E, while 
failing C and D, resulting in Moderate condition. To be 

retained by the proposals. 

H4 (33)

5 H5 Line of trees 0.011 Low Poor Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local strategy Same distinctiveness 
band or better 0.02 0.011 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00

A small line of Leylandii trees at the south of the site. Fails 
condition criteria A, C, and D, while passing B and E, 

resulting in Poor condition. To be retained by the 
proposals. 

H5 (33)

6
7
8
9

10
0.18 0.68 0.11 0.00 0.40 0.00 0.08 0.28

CommentsStrategic significance
Required Action to 
Meet Trading Rules

B-1 On-Site Hedge Baseline

Existing hedgerow habitats Distinctiveness Condition

Hedgerow summary

Total Net % Change
Trading Rules Satisfied

Total Net Unit Change
 Name: BG25.250 Redwings Baldock – A1 Southbound, Hinxworth     Map Re  
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Ref
New 

hedge 
number

Habitat type Length 
(km) Distinctiveness Condition Strategic significance Standard or adjusted time to 

target condition
Final time to target 
condition (years)

Final 
difficulty of 

creation 
User comments Planning authority comments

Habitat 
reference 
number

1 H6 Native hedgerow 0.024 Low Moderate Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Standard time to target condition 
applied

5 Low 0.08

Proposed native hedgerow planting within the 
south of the site. Hedgerow planting should 

include native woody species such as but not 
limited too hawthorn. blackthorn, hazel, 

dogwood, field maple and beech. Targeting 
condition criterion B1, B2, C1, C2 and D1 and 
D2, ensuring that no more than one functional 

group fails the entire condition criteria to 
achieve Moderate condition. 

H6

2 H7 Native hedgerow 0.049 Low Moderate Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Standard time to target condition 
applied

5 Low 0.16

Proposed native hedgerow planting within the 
northwestern boundary. Hedgerow planting 
should include native woody species such as 

but not limited too hawthorn. blackthorn, hazel, 
dogwood, field maple and beech. Targeting 

condition criterion B1, B2, C1, C2 and D1 and 
D2, ensuring that no more than one functional 

group fails the entire condition criteria to 
achieve Moderate condition. 

H7

3 H8 Native hedgerow 0.035 Low Moderate Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Standard time to target condition 
applied

5 Low 0.12

Proposed native hedgerow planting within the 
east of the site. Hedgerow planting should 

include native woody species such as but not 
limited too hawthorn. blackthorn, hazel, 

dogwood, field maple and beech. Targeting 
condition criterion B1, B2, C1, C2 and D1 and 
D2, ensuring that no more than one functional 

group fails the entire condition criteria to 
achieve Moderate condition. 

H8

4
5

0.11 0.36

Comments

0.08

Hedge units 
delivered

Difficulty 
risk 

multipliers
Temporal multiplier

 Name: BG25.250 Redwings Baldock – A1 Southbound, Hinxworth     Map Ref  

B-2 On-Site Hedge Creation

Proposed habitats Condition Strategic significanceDistinctiveness

Total Net Unit Change
Total Net % Change 11.62%

Hedgerow summary

Trading Rules Satisfied Yes ✓
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Version Changes made Date released
Version 1.0.0  Initial statutory version 29th November 2023

Version 1.0.1

Amended to fix an error in the irreplaceable habitats 
dropdown and minor changes to the working of the tool 
such as ensuring the rows auto populate correctly and 
cells adjust their height so error messages can be read

15th December 2023

Version 1.0.2 Updated to correct some labelling errors, minor formula 
errors and expand width of columns 12th February 2024

Version 1.0.3 Minor formatting errors corrected to ensure text is visible 
and flags appear correctly, version history sheet added. 23rd July 2024

Version 1.0.4

Tab names – Unit Shortfall changed to Credits
Formula Correction in Tab D2 – Column V

Formula Correction in Headline Results B19 and M7, 
correcting a typo in cell output

Corrections to UKHab codes in tab G1
Amended habitat definitions and codes in tab G1

Corrections to cell references in tab G2
Minor Changes to the layout of Area Habitat Trading 

Summary
Corrections to the Credits tiers of Littoral Sea Grass and 

Lowland Beech and YewMinor formatting corrections
Change of ‘Habitats’ to ‘Area Habitats’ where appropriate

Change to enhancement rules for IH ‘Other Woodland’ 
with changes to formula in columns T and U of A3 and D3

3rd July 2025
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