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Poor Area Moderate Area Good Area

Small 73 0.2972 114 0.4642 0.0000
Medium 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Large 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Very large 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Total 73 0.2972 114 0.4642 0 0.0000

Tree size
Number of trees and area (ha) for each condition state
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27.05%  

2885.94%  

0.00%  

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

Target Baseline Units
10.00% 13.94
10.00% 0.10
10.00% 0.00

Scroll down for final results ⚠

0.00

 

 

 

Unit Deficit

0.00

15.33 0.00
0.11 0.00

Watercourse units

Area habitat units
Hedgerow units

Unit Type Units Required

Off-site post-intervention
(Including habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Off-site baseline
Area habitat units

27.05%

Hedgerow units 2885.94%

Watercourse units 0.00%

Total net unit change
(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Area habitat units 3.77

2.89

Watercourse units 0.00

Yes ✓

Combined net unit change
(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Area habitat units 3.77

Hedgerow units 2.99

Watercourse units 0.00

Area habitat units 3.77

Hedgerow units

0.00

Hedgerow units 0.00

Watercourse units 0.00

Watercourse units 0.00

Hedgerow units 2.89

No additional area habitat units required to meet target  ✓
No additional hedgerow units required to meet target  ✓

No additional watercourse units required to meet target  ✓

Headline Results

On-site baseline
Area habitat units

Land East of Talbot Way, Letchworth (LG3)

Hedgerow units 0.00

Watercourse units

On-site net change 
(units & percentage)

13.94

Hedgerow units 0.10

Watercourse units 0.00

On-site post-intervention
(Including habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Area habitat units 17.70

Trading rules satisfied?

0.00

Off-site net change
(units & percentage)

Area habitat units 0.00

2.89

Watercourse units 0.00

Hedgerow units 0.00

Watercourse units 0.00

0.00Area habitat units

Spatial risk multiplier (SRM) deductions
Area habitat units 0.00

Hedgerow units 0.00

Watercourse units 0.00

FINAL RESULTS

Total net % change
(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Area habitat units

Hedgerow units
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Ecological 
baseline

Ref Broad Habi tat  Habi tat  Type Irreplaceable habi tat Area 
(hectares)

Dist inct iveness Score Condi t ion Score Strategic signi f icance Strategic 
signi f icance

Strategic 
signi f icance 

mult iplier

Total habi tat  
uni ts

Area 
retained

Area 
enhanced

Baseline 
uni ts 

retained

Baseline 
uni ts 

enhanced

Area habi tat  
lost

Uni ts lost User comments Planning authori ty comments Habi tat  reference 
number

1 Grassland Modified grassland No 4.0235 Low 2 Poor 1
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance 1

Same distinctiveness or better 
habitat required ≥ 8.05 0.00 0.00 4.02 8.05

Baseline condition fixed at the time of outline planning 
application as 'poor'. Note through lack of regular 

management this condition is improving as set out in 
condition assessment provided.

2 Woodland and forest Other woodland; broadleaved No 1.2139 Medium 4 Poor 1
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance 1

Same broad habitat or a higher 
distinctiveness habitat required 

(≥)
4.86 0.97 0.00 3.88 0.24 0.98

Small loss for access (0.2ha) with remaining subject  in 
line with woodland management proposals.

3 Heathland and shrub Mixed scrub No 0.14 Medium 4 Poor 1
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance 1

Same broad habitat or a higher 
distinctiveness habitat required 

(≥)
0.56 0.13 0.00 0.52 0.01 0.04

Small loss for access (0.1 ha). Remainder retained and 
enhanced in line with woodland management 

proposals.

4 Heathland and shrub Bramble scrub No 0.1182 Medium 4
Condition 

Assessment N/A 1
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance 1

Same broad habitat or a higher 
distinctiveness habitat required 

(≥)
0.47 0.00 0.00 0.12 0.47 Bramble scrub removed along western boundary.

5 Urban Developed land; sealed surface No 0.0445 V.Low 0 N/A - Other 0 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance

1 Compensation Not Required 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.04 0.00 Assuming complete loss then reinstatment as part of 
development proposals.
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5.54 13.94 0.00 1.10 0.00 4.40 4.44 9.54
5.54

4.44

Select a uni t Hectares

Exist ing area habi tats Dist inct iveness Condi t ion 

3.77
27.05%
Yes ✓

Total Net Uni t  Change
Total Net % Change

Trading Rules Sat isf ied

M² to hectares conversion tool:

Total habi tat  area 
Si te Area (Excluding area of  individual trees,  green walls,  inter t idal hard structures)

Area habitat summary

CommentsStrategic signi f icance

Required Action to Meet  
Trading Rules

Bespoke compensat ion agreed 
for  losses of  VHDH or  
i rreplaceable habi tat

M²

Total area lost  (excluding area of  individual 
trees,  green walls and inter t idal hard structures)

A-1 On-Site Habitat Baseline
Project Name: Land East of Talbot Way, Letchworth (LG3)     Map Reference: 
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0.01

Ref Distinctiveness Score Condition Score Stra tegic  significance
Stra tegic  

significance

Stra tegic  
significance 

multiplier

Standard time to 
target condition 

(years)

Habita t created 
in advance 

(years)

Delay in starting 
habitat creation 

(years)
Standard or adjusted time to target condition

Final time to 
target condition 

(years)

Final time to 
target 

multiplier

Standard 
difficulty of 

creation 
Applied difficulty multiplier

Final 
difficulty of 

creation 

Difficulty 
multiplier 
applied

User comments Planning authority comments
Habita t 

reference 
number

1 Urban Artificial unvegetated, unsealed surface 0.11 V.Low 0 N/A - Other 0
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1 0 Standard time to target condition applied 0 1.000 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.00

2 Urban Developed land; sealed surface 0.75 V.Low 0 N/A - Other 0
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1 0 Standard time to target condition applied 0 1.000 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.00 buildings

3 Urban Developed land; sealed surface 1.42 V.Low 0 N/A - Other 0
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1 0 Standard time to target condition applied 0 1.000 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.00 roads and other hardstanding

4 Urban Vegetated garden 0.98 Low 2
Condition 

Assessment 
N/A

1
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1 1 Standard time to target condition applied 1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 1.89

5 Urban Rain garden 0.01 Low 2 Poor 1
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1 1 Standard time to target condition applied 1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.02

6 Urban Sustainable drainage system 0.12 Low 2 Poor 1
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1 1 Standard time to target condition applied 1 0.965 Medium Standard difficulty applied Medium 0.67 0.16

7 Grassland Modified grassland 0.43 Low 2 Poor 1
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1 1 Standard time to target condition applied 1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.83

8 Grassland Other neutral grassland 0.51 Medium 4 Moderate 2
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1 5 Standard time to target condition applied 5 0.837 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 3.41

9 Heathland and shrub Mixed scrub 0.04 Medium 4 Moderate 2
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1 5 Standard time to target condition applied 5 0.837 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.27

10 Woodland and forest Other woodland; broadleaved 0.07 Medium 4 Poor 1
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1 5 Standard time to target condition applied 5 0.837 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.23

11 Individual trees Urban tree 0.2972 Medium 4 Poor 1
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1 10 Standard time to target condition applied 10 0.700 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.83
73 small street trees - counted from 

Landscape Strategy

12 Individual trees Rural tree 0.4642 Medium 4 Moderate 2
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1 27 Standard time to target condition applied 27 0.382 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 1.42
114 small open space trees - counted from 

Landscape Strategy
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Total habitat area 5.20 Total Units 9.06

Site Area (Excluding area of individual trees, green walls, intertida l hard 
structures)

4.44

Select a  unit HectaresM² to hectares conversion tool:
M²

Difficulty multipliers

Area habitat summary

Total Net Unit Change 3.77

Total Net % Change 27.05%

Trading Rules Sa tisfied Yes ✓

Area Acceptable ✓Area Check

Comments

Post intervention habita ts 

Project Name: Land East of Talbot Way, Letchworth (LG3)     Map Reference: 
A-2 On-Site Habitat Creation

Stra tegic  significance

Area 
(hectares)

Broad Habita t Proposed habitat
Habita t 

units 
delivered

Distinctiveness Condition Temporal multiplier
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Basel ine 
ref

Basel ine ha bi ta t

Tota l  
habi ta t  

a rea  
(hec tares)

Basel ine 
d is t inc t iveness 

band

Basel ine 
d is t inc t iveness 

score

Basel ine 
c ond i t ion  
c a teg ory

Basel ine 
c ond i t ion  sc ore

Basel ine 
s tra teg ic  

s ig ni f ic a nc e 
c a teg ory

Basel ine st ra teg ic  
s ig ni f ic a nc e 

score

Basel ine ha bi ta t  
uni ts

Req uired  Ac t ion  to Meet  
Tra d ing  Rules

Prop osed  Broa d  H abi ta t Prop osed  ha bi ta t  Dist inc t iveness c ha ng e Cond i t ion  c ha ng e Stra teg ic  sig ni f ic ance
Stra teg ic  

s ig ni f ic a nc e

Stra teg ic  
s ig ni f ic a nc
e mul t ip l ier

Sta nd a rd  t ime 
to ta rg et  
c ond i t ion  

(years)

H abi ta t  enha nc ed  
in  a d va nce 

(years)  

Del ay in start ing  
habi ta t  

enha nc ement  
(years)

Sta nd a rd  or ad justed  t ime to 
ta rg et  cond i t ion

Fina l  t ime to 
ta rg et  cond i t ion  

(years)

F ina l  t ime to 
ta rg et  

mul t ip l ier

Sta nd a rd  
d i f f ic ul ty  of  

enha nc ement

Ap p l ied  d i f f i cul ty 
mul t ip l ier

F ina l  d i f f ic ul ty  
of  

enha nc ement

Di f f ic ul ty  
mul t ip l ier 

a p p l ied
User comments Pl anning  authori ty comments

H abi ta t  
reference 

number

2 Woodland and forest - Other woodland; broadleaved 1.2139 Medium 4 Poor 1
Low Strategic 
Significance

1 4.86
Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required (≥)
Wood la nd  and  forest O ther wood l and ;  broa d leaved Medium - Medium Poor - Good 0.97 Medium 4 Good 3

Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance

1 20 Standard time to target condition 
applied

20 0.490 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 7.69

3 Heathland and shrub - Mixed scrub 0.14 Medium 4 Poor 1
Low Strategic 
Significance

1 0.56
Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required (≥)
H ea thla nd  and  shrub Mixed  sc rub Medium - Medium Poor - Moderate 0.13 Medium 4 Moderate 2

Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance

1 5 Standard time to target condition 
applied

5 0.837 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.96

Tota l  habi ta t  a rea 1.10 8.64

Comments

H abi ta t  un i ts  
d el ivered

ScoreCond i t ion ScoreDist inc t iveness

Temp ora l  risk  mul t ip l ier

Y es ✓

Area habi tat  summary

Basel ine ha bi ta ts Stra teg ic  sig ni f ic a nc e

Area  
(hec tares) 

Post  in tervent ion  ha bi ta ts  

Di f f ic ul ty  risk  mul t ip l iers

Project Name:  Land East  of  Talbot  Way,  Letchworth (LG3)     Map Reference:  
A-3 On-Site Habitat Enhancement

Prop osed  H a bi ta t  (Broa d  ha bi ta t  p re-p op ula ted  but  c an be overrid d en) Cha ng e in  d is t inc t iveness and  c ond i t ion

Tota l  Net  Uni t  Cha ng e
Tota l  Net  % Cha ng e

Tra d ing  Rules Sa t i sf ied

3.77
27.05%
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2.89
2885.94%

Yes ✓

Ecological 
baseline

Ref
Hedge 

number
Habitat type

Length 
(km)

Distinctiveness Score Condition Score Strategic significance
Strategic 

significance

Strategic 
significance 

multiplier

Total 
hedgerow 

units

Length 
retained

Length 
enhanced

Units 
retained

Units 
enhanced

Length 
lost

Units 
lost

User comments Planning authority comments
Habitat 

reference 
number

1 Line of trees 0.05 Low 2 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1
Same distinctiveness 

band or better
0.10 0.05 0.10 0.00 0.00 0.00
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39
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41
42
43
44
45
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47
48
49
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51
52
53
54
55
56
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201
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209
210
211
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213
214
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0.05 0.10 0.05 0.00 0.10 0.00 0.00 0.00

CommentsStrategic significance
Required Action to 

Meet Trading Rules

B-1 On-Site Hedge Baseline

Existing hedgerow habitats Distinctiveness Condition

Hedgerow summary

Total Net % Change
Trading Rules Satisfied

Total Net Unit Change
Project Name: Land East of Talbot Way, Letchworth (LG3)     Map Reference: 
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Ref
New 

hedge 
number

Habitat type
Length 

(km)
Distinctiveness Score Condition Score Strategic signif icance

Strategic 
significance

Strategic 
significance 

multipl ier

Standard Time to 
target condition 

(years)

Habitat created 
in advance 

(years)

Delay in starting 
habitat creation 

(years)

Standard or adjusted time to 
target condition

Final  time to 
target condition 

(years)

Final  time to 
target 

mul tipl ier

Standard 
diff iculty of 

creation 

Applied  
diff iculty 

mul tipl ier

Final  
diff iculty of 

creation 

Dif ficul ty 
mul tipl ier 

appl ied
User comments Planning authority comments

Habitat 
reference 

number

1 Species-rich native hedgerow 0.31 Medium 4 Moderate 2
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1 5
Standard time to target condition 

applied
5 0.837 Low

Standard difficulty 
applied

Low 1 2.08

2 Non-native and ornamental hedgerow 0.84 V.Low 1 Poor 1
Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance

1 1
Standard time to target condition 

applied
1 0.965 Low

Standard difficulty 
applied

Low 1 0.81
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34
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37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
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69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
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84
85
86
87
88
89
90
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94
95
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99
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104
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111
112
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114
115
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121
122
123
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125
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139
140
141
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143
144
145
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147
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149
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157
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159
160
161
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163
164
165
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169
170
171
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173
174
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177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
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188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
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200
201
202
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204
205
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207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
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245
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1.15 2.89

Comments

2.89

Hedge 
units 

delivered

Dif ficul ty risk mul tipl iersTemporal  mul tipl ier

Project Name: Land East of Talbot Way, Letchworth (LG3)     Map Reference: 

B-2 On-Site Hedge Creation

Proposed habitats Condition Strategic significanceDistinctiveness

Total  Net Unit Change
Total  Net % Change 2885.94%

Hedgerow summary

Trading Rules Satisfied Yes ✓
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