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Impact Assessment for Constructing a Timber Car Port in a Private Driveway 

50 Stevenage Road, Knebworth, Herts, SG3 6NN 

 

**Project Description:** 

The proposal involves constructing a timber car port in a private driveway. The car port will be 
screened from the road and sides by existing large bushes and a significant oak tree, preserving 
the visual character of the property. Other brick-built garages in similar scenarios along the 
same road have previously been granted planning permission. 

 

--- 

1. Visual Impact: 

The visual impact of the car port will be minimal due to the natural screening provided by the 
mature bushes and the large oak tree. These elements will significantly reduce the structure's 
visibility from the road and neighbouring properties. Since the car port will be constructed from 
timber, a material that blends well with natural surroundings, it will not introduce any stark 
visual contrasts to the area. 

 

Additionally, the road has a precedent for similar structures (brick-built garages) that have 
received planning approval, further suggesting that a timber car port would be in keeping with 
the existing built environment. The structure will not detract from the aesthetic continuity of the 
neighbourhood. 

 

Conclusion - Minimal to no adverse visual impact. 

 

2. Environmental Impact: 

The construction of the timber car port will have a negligible environmental impact, as no major 
excavation or significant changes to the existing landscape are required. The oak tree, which 
plays an important ecological role, will remain untouched, ensuring that the local biodiversity is 
not adversely a�ected. 

 

Given that the car port is to be constructed from timber, a renewable and sustainable material, 
its environmental footprint is relatively low compared to other building materials like steel or 
concrete. 

 

Conclusion: Low environmental impact, especially with careful consideration of the oak tree 
and minimal disturbance to the surrounding natural environment. 
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3. Impact on Neighbouring Properties: 

The proposed car port is unlikely to have any adverse e�ects on neighbouring properties. The 
existing natural screening ensures that the structure will not obstruct views or compromise the 
privacy of adjacent residences. Furthermore, since similar structures have already been 
approved and constructed along the same road, it is reasonable to assume that this 
development will align with the character and planning precedent of the area. 

 

There may be minor temporary disruptions during the construction phase (noise, limited tra�ic 
interference), but these will be short-term and manageable with appropriate construction 
practices. 

 

Conclusion: Minimal impact on neighbouring properties, with no permanent negative e�ects 
anticipated. 

 

4. Compliance with Planning Precedents: 

As other brick-built garages have been granted planning permission in identical scenarios on 
the same road, the proposal for a timber car port aligns with the planning precedents set in the 
area. The materials and design will likely be seen as complementary to the natural setting, while 
the screening provided by bushes and the oak tree ensures consistency with the area's existing 
visual character. 

 

Given the history of approvals for similar structures, this proposal should fit well within the 
established planning framework. 

 

Conclusion: High likelihood of compliance with local planning guidelines and precedents. 

 

5. Impact on Drainage and Water Runo�: 

The car port’s construction will have minimal impact on local drainage. Since the surrounding 
driveway is already a permeable surface, the additional structure will not significantly alter the 
water runo� patterns. If needed, water management systems like gutters or permeable ground 
materials can be installed to further mitigate any potential increase in runo�. 

 

Conclusion: Negligible impact on drainage or water runo�. 

 

--- 
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6. Tra�ic and Access Considerations: 

The car port will be situated within an existing private driveway, and therefore will not impact 
public roadways or cause changes to tra�ic patterns. Access to the property will remain 
unchanged, and the car port is likely to improve vehicle storage by providing covered parking, 
reducing the need for on-street parking. 

 

Conclusion: No adverse impact on tra�ic or access; potential improvement in on-site vehicle 
storage. 

 

--- 

 

Overall Conclusion: 

The proposed timber car port will have minimal visual, environmental, and neighbour-related 
impacts. The structure is well-screened by mature landscaping, consistent with the area's 
character, and aligns with local planning precedents. Careful consideration of the oak tree and 
surrounding greenery will preserve the natural environment, while the use of timber ensures 
sustainability. Temporary construction-related disruptions can be easily managed. 

 

This project is unlikely to cause any significant negative impacts and should integrate smoothly 
into the existing setting. 


