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INTRODUCTION 
 
Client 
 
Mr & Mrs Rhodes 
15 Swan Street 

            Ashwell, Baldock 
Hertfordshire 
SG7 5NY 
 
Local Authority 
 
North Herts Council 
Council Offices 
Gernon Road 
Letchworth Garden City 
SG6 3JF 
 
Agent 
 
Inigo Architecture Ltd 
81 Station Road 
Lower Stondon 
Bedfordshire 
SG16 6JN 
 
Contact: Paul Hinkins  
   
 paul@inigoarchitecture.co.uk 
 
 This Design and Access/Heritage Statement is submitted to meet the requirements of the Town & 
Country Planning (General Development Procedure) (Amendment) (England) Order 2006, as they relate 
to the replacement of front boundary treatments as described, at 15 Swan Street, Ashwell, Baldock, 
Hertfordshire  
SG7 5NY. 
 Our clients – the new owners of the property, have recently extended and modernised the property to 
provide an improved layout and to enhance the ‘kerb appeal’ of the house. 
The proposals also sought to improve the thermal performance of the property, providing increased 
levels of insulation and an enhanced heating source.  
  
 The Application Proposals 
 
Background 
 
This application is for Householder Planning Approval for the replacement of the existing wooden picket 
fence and 5 bar gates with new similar timber picket fence and vehicular & pedestrian access gates. 
  
This document should be read in conjunction with the planning application drawings, OS maps & site 
photographs. 
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Application drawings: 
 
Drawing No.  L-01  – Existing & Proposed Plans & Elevations. Site Location/Block Plans  
                                                               

 In accordance with DCLG Circular 1/2006 this Statement explains the principles applied to the 
proposals.  It is set out by reference to the following: - 
 
 Context 
a) Physical Context 
b) Policy Context 
 
CONTEXT 
 
Context relates to the physical context of the property (the site and its surroundings). 
 
1.  Physical Context and Heritage Statement 
 
The application site lies within the Ashwell settlement boundary, and designated Conservation Area 
(Amended February 2023). Ashwell is located approximately 5 miles to the north-east of Baldock, and 
6.5 to the west of Royston. 
 
The village of Ashwell is located on the site of a spring which feeds the River Rhee, one of the main 
sources of the River Cam. The village is mostly within a good state of preservation, and contains a 
number of statutory listed buildings, and a wealth of architecture spanning several centuries. 
In recent decades, the village has expanded with modern housing extending beyond the Conservation 
Area boundaries to the south and east in particular. 
 
There are seventy-three designated heritage assets located within the Ashwell Conservation Area 
boundary, including timber framed houses, agricultural buildings, monuments and the Grade 1 listed 
Church of St Mary as indicated on the second map overleaf. 
 
The Conservation Area boundary encompasses much of the village as illustrated on the first map 
overleaf (Amended for the revised boundary alterations in 2023) and reflects the scale of the Anglo-
Saxon settlement which remains legible in Ashwell’s historic core. Ashwell was a planned market town, 
and by the time of the Domesday Book was one of five boroughs in Hertfordshire. 
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Map illustrating the designated Ashwell Conservation Area boundary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map illustrating listed buildings, registered parks and gardens and Scheduled Monuments  
within the Ashwell Conservation Area boundary. 
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Listed buildings closest to the application site include the Grade II* listed Town House (Ashwell 
Museum) directly to the north-east (see photograph below), and the Grade II listed numbers 2 & 4 
Gardiners Lane to the west. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

The application site lies outside of the Green Belt, and any Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
(National Landscape). 
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Aeriel view of the application site. 
 
 
2. Policy Context 
 
 
This proposal has been considered with regard to the relevant policies of the North 

Hertfordshire District Council Local Plan (2011-2031): –  

 LP16 – Areas of Archaeological Significance 

 LP28 – House Extensions 

 LP57 – Residential Guidelines and Standards 

 SECN12 – Achieving Well-Designed Places 
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 SECN16 – Conserve and Enhance Historic Environment 

 XD1 – Sustainable Design 

XD3 – Protecting Living Conditions  

 

 And National Planning Policy Framework August 2026. 

 
Within a conservation area, the Council has a duty to pay special attention to the desirability of 
preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of that area, in accordance with Section 72 of the 
Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas Act (1990). Chapter 16 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) sets out guidance relating to conserving and enhancing the historic environment. It 
notes that local authorities should take account of the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the 
significance of heritage assets; the positive contribution that conservation of heritage assets can make to 
sustainable communities; and the desirability of new development making a positive contribution to local 
character and distinctiveness.  
 
When considering the impact of proposed development on the significance of a designated heritage 
asset, such as a conservation area, the NPPF notes that great weight should be given to the asset’s 
conservation; the more important the asset, the greater the weight should be. With regards to non-
designated heritage assets, such as locally listed buildings, the NPPF guides that local authorities should 
make a balanced judgement, having regard to the scale of any harm or loss and the significance of the 
heritage asset.  

3. Site Analysis 
 

The Application site is accessed off the south side of Swan Street, close to the intersection with Mill 
Street to the north, and Gardiners Lane to the west. 
 
The property is not listed, but is located within the Ashwell Conservation Area, and in close proximity 
to some listed buildings as described previously within this statement. The dwelling itself is set back 
from and orientated at approximately 45 degrees to the road frontage and is therefore not as visible or 
prominent from the street scene as some other properties. 
 
What is likely to be considered the ‘principal elevation’ faces north-west; however, the front door is 
currently located within the north-east elevation adjacent to the driveway. 
 
The existing front boundary treatments are untreated timber Picket fencing and a pair of wooden gates 
to provide both vehicular and pedestrian access, these are in poor condition due to previous lack of 
maintenance. 

 
 
 
 



 

 8

5. Access 
 
No alterations are proposed to the existing site access off Swan Street.  
Both vehicular and pedestrian access will be maintained as existing however the pedestrian gate will be a separate 
gate to provide a more manageable access for pedestrians visiting. Therefore, maintain security of the boundary. 
 

6. Landscaping 
 
No trees or hedges will be removed or detrimentally affected by these proposals and no significant 
additional planting is proposed. There does not appear to be any Tree Protection Orders on or directly 
adjacent to the site, although the site is located within the Ashwell Conservation Area which provides a 
blanket protection to all trees and hedges. 
 

7. Protected Species 
 
There is no evidence of existing bat roosts in the location for the proposed building works or within the 
roof spaces of the property and outbuildings which are easily accessible to inspect. However, if bats or 
any other protected species are discovered during the development, works will stop immediately, and 
Natural England contacted for further advice. 

 
8. Design Solution 

 
            Layout, Scale and Appearance 
 

8.1 The proposal is to remove the existing timber fencing and gates and replace with new of 
similar appearance. The vehicular and pedestrian access points will be separated so each 
has its on gate. There will be facing brick piers provided to support the gates. 
 

9. Conclusion 
 

9.1 A full evaluation and assessment of the existing buildings within the application curtilage has been 
undertaken during this process. 
 
The proposed replacement will remain similar to existing in overall size and scale. 
 
In addition, it is considered that none of the proposals described would detrimentally affect any 
neighbouring property or the setting of any listed building within close proximity to the site. 

 
9.2 All mature trees and hedges will be retained on the site. 
9.2.1 It is considered that the proposal does not conflict with the National Planning Policy Framework 

and relevant Policies of the Local Plan. 
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