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Ecological Enhancement Plan 

1.0 Introduction  

 

The client, Architech Limited, has asked that an ecological enhancement plan be drawn 

up for the site of The Kennels, Hexton Manor, Hexton, Hitchin, Hertfordshire SG5 3JG. 

 

The resulting enhancements and plans are based on general good practice.  

 

The planning permission (24/02845/FP) detailed the following condition:  

 

Condition 4: 

Prior to above slab level works an Ecological Enhancement Plan (EEP) for the creation 

of new wildlife features such as hibernacula, the inclusion of integrated bird/bat and 

bee boxes in buildings/structures, has been submitted to and approved in writing by 

the local planning authority. The approved measures must be implemented on site 

prior to the first occupation of the first dwelling hereby approved and retained on site 

thereafter.  

 

Reason: To ensure development is ecologically sensitive and secures biodiversity 

enhancements in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework  
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2.0 Site Context 

 2.1 Proposed Works  

Planning permission has been granted for rection of one 3-bed dwelling following 

demolition of existing outbuilding including parking and landscaping (as amended by 

plan no. 101A) . The proposed site layout and design can be found in Figure 1.  

 

 
Figure 1: Proposed Floor & Elevation Plans (Architect Limited, 2024) 
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2.2 Site Baseline   

An Ecological Appraisal was conducted in January 2024 (Cherryfield Ecology) which 

found the site to consist of one detached building, previously used as a kennels (B1), 

developed land and vegetated garden. 

 

In regards to protected species, the site provided: 

- High potential for roosting bats within B1. Follow up emergence surveys 

(Cherryfield Ecology, 2024) found the building to support a day roost for common 

pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus and works will be carried out under a Bat 

Mitigation Class Licence.  

- Negligible potential for badgers, reptiles and great crested newt (GCN) due to 

the lack of suitable terrestrial habitat on site , and a lack of known waterbodies 

within 250m of the site.  

- High potential for breeding birds and the confirmed presence of nesting swallow 

Hirundo rustica within the building. 

- Negligible potential for any other protected species due to the lack of suitable 

habitat onsite.  
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Figure 2: Baseline Site Plan 
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