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Bugler Homes Ltd Land at Pound Farm, SG5 3RS

Site Location and Context

A baseline habitat map is provided in Appendix 1, a post development habitat map in Appendix 2, a proposed development plan in Appendix 3, headline
BNG results in Appendix 4, and condition assessments in Appendix 5.

The survey site is centred on National Grid Reference TL 17506 31634 and has an area of approximately 20ha. The site is a large agricultural field south
of Pound Farm, with the eastern boundary following the Beford Road. It is situated on the outskirts of Ickleford, north of Hitchin. There are scattered
trees within the site as well as native hedgerow extending into the local garden landscape. Aerial imagery shows the local landscape to have an
agricultural landscape, with several very small woodland swathes in close proximity to the site. Many minor watercourses can be seen within close
proximity to site as well as the River Qughton. Such features likely enhance the area for a variety of species, including bats, amphibians and reptiles. The
site is situated upon slightly acid loamy and clayey soils with impeded drainage upon the Gault Formation - mudstone.

This report should be read in conjunction with the following documents:

% Statutory BNG Metric - Land at Pound Farm, SG5 3"° - v2 (Arbtech Consulting Ltd., 2025)

Proposed Plan (2025)

% Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) - Land at Pound Farm, SG5 3% - v1 (Arbtech Consulting Ltd., 2025)
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Executive Summary

The current landscaping proposal generates a net gain of area-based habitat units (+20.56%), a net gain of linear-based habitat units (+115.49%) and a
net gain in watercourse units (16%). As such, the proposed development is compliant with current legislation (Environment Act 2021) and planning
policies (National Planning Policy Framework, 2025) as a minimum biodiversity net gain of +10% was achieved for both area- and linear-based habitat
units.

All trading conditions have been satisfied.

A Biodiversity Gain Plan (BGP) and Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP) must be produced for the site. This should include
recommendations for the implementation, management and monitoring of the site for at least 30 years to ensure that biodiversity net gain is delivered.

=
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Land at Pound Farm, SG5 3RS
Introduction

BNG Informative

Date reflected b
) y 3rd November 2025
BNG calculations

The baseline biodiversity value of the site is derived from the site as observed during the PEA field survey (Arbtech Consulting Ltd.,
2025). As evident in the screenshots of satellite imagery obtained from GoogleEarth dated June 2021 and February 2025, the site

does not appear to have undergone any degradation. The habitats on site, and therefore biodiversity value of the site, is not
considered to have undergone degradation since 30th January 2020.

Habitat
Degradation
Statement
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)
2
.
al

Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment



Bugler Homes Ltd Land at Pound Farm, SG5 3RS

Irreplaceable No irreplaceable habitats as listed under the Biodiversity Gain Requirements (Irreplaceable Habitat) Regulations (2024) are
Habitat Statement | currently present nor were present before 30™ January 2020.
Metric Version & | Statutory Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool first published 29" November 2023 with last updates to metric tools and user guides
Publication Date | on 3" July 2025.
BNG Target Uplift | +10%
National Character
Area (NCA)

110 - Chilterns

Strategic

o Hertfordshire Nature Recovery Partnership and the Local Nature Recovery Strategy
Significance

There were no specific limitations to the assessment.
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Baseline

Baseline Biodiversity Value: On-Site

Land at Pound Farm, SG5 3RS

Area-Based Habitats (A-1)

. . . Strategic
Habitat Area (ha) Description Condition Assessment .. .g
Significance
Artificial
unvegetated, 0.0879 A short artificial track that runs through the centre of the site. . . .
unsealed Habitat condition pre-determined
surface as ‘N/A’ as detailed within the
The dominant habitat of the site is other cereal crop which makes up the entire Statutory Biodiversity Condition
Cereal crops 86167 internal area of the site other than the footpath. The crop is consistent throughout Assessment Supplement.
P ' the whole site in type and length. The length was about 3 inches at the time of the
survey.
Modified Modified grassland was observed as edges to the footpath separating the Low Strategic
rassland 1.1542 northern and southern sides of the site. This area receives a moderate amount of Poor: Fails essential criteria A. Significance
9 footfall and is used as a private access road occasionally.
Habitat condition pre-determined
Bramble scrub 0.1146 A short area of bramble scrub was present in a ten-metre gap in the native as ‘N/A as de.ta|leq W|th|n-the
hedgerow Statutory Biodiversity Condition
Assessment Supplement.
Rural tree 0.0885 Groups of tress along the eastern and southern boundary of the site comprising Moderate: pgssgs 3or4of6
12 small and 1 large tree. criteria.
Rural tree 0.0765 One extra large ash tree located within the southeast corer of the site. Good: passes 5 of 6 criteria.
Linear-Based Habitats (B-1)
Strategic
Habitat Length (km) | Description Condition Assessment ., _9
Significance
Native Native species dominated hedgerow along the southern boundary of the site and
hedaerow 0.3178 backing onto private garden. Native species dominated hedgerow along the Good: Passes 7 of 8 criteria
9 eastern boundary of the site and backing onto Bedford Road. Low Strategic
Native A hornbeam (Carpinus betulus) hedgerow along a ditch on the northern boundary . T Significance
: : . Poor: Fails two criteria within the
hedgerow 0.1024 of the site. Only one species was present, and it was about 2.5m tall and 1 metre
; : same bracket.
with trees wide. The hedgerow was also not very dense.
4
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Watercourse-Based Habitats (C-1)

Strategic
Habitat Length (km) | Description Condition Assessment .., .g
Significance
Ditches 0.2386 A ditch that runs along the north of the site. Poor: Passes 4 of 8 criteria qu St.rateglc
Significance
5
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Post-Development

Post-Development Biodiversity Value: On-Site

Land at Pound Farm, SG5 3RS

Area-Based Habitats

Strategic
Habitat Area (ha) Description Condition Assessment .. _g
Significance
z Rural tree 0.0774 Moderate: pqssgs 3or4of6
=y , criteria.
T & Retained trees.
-] ~ Rural tree 0.0765 Good: passes 5 of 6 criteria.
Developed land; . . -
P ’ 0.8061 Proposed buildings. Habitat condition pre-
sealed surface ) o I
Developed land; Proposed hardstanding around the site including roads, drive ways, and determined as ‘N/A’ as
P ’ 4.0947 p . 9 g ’ ¥S, detailed within the Statutory
sealed surface artificial turf. . . Y
Veoetated Biodiversity Condition
g%rden 0.8968 Proposed gardens for residential builds. Assessment Supplement.

Systamable 0.4151 SuDS system located around the board of the site. Moderate:.Pa.sses 2of3 Low .
~ drainage system criteria. Strategic
~ Modified 1.6852 Areas of modified grassland found throughout the site. Moderate:.Pa.sses 5of7 Significance
- grassland criteria.

% Other neutral 12395 Areas of neutral grassland planted with wildflowers to bolster species Moderate: Passes 5 of 6
o grassland ' biodiversity. criteria.
© Moderate: Passes 4 of 5
Mixed scrub 0.4566 Areas of native scrub planting. o
criteria.
Rain 0.2503 Areas of shale/rain gardens around the site and SuDS areas. Moderate: Passes 2 of 3
garden/shale
Reedbeds 01291 Q;{Z?:Sof reedbed and wet forbe planting around the edges of SuDS Moderate: Passes 4 of 7
Urban tree 1.0342 Trees scattered throughout the site. Poor: Passes 2 of 6 criteria.
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Land at Pound Farm, SG5 3RS

Linear-Based Habitats

Strategic
Habitat Length (km) | Description Condition Assessment .. _g
Significance
2 Native hedgerow 0.2957 Good: Passes 7 of 8 criteria
£+ ,
S m Native hedgerow Retained hedgerow. Poor: Fails two criteria within
[T ) 0.1024
@ with trees the same bracket. Low
Non-native and _ Strategic
3 A ornamental 0.224 Areas of ornamental hedgerow planted within the school. Poor: As defaultin the BNG | gignificance
- o statutory metric.
S & hedgerow
© Natlvg hedgerow 0.4626 Native hedgerow planted throughout the site with incorporated trees. Moderate: Pas.ses 6 of 10
with trees criteria.
Watercourse Habitats
Strategic
Habitat Length (km) | Description Condition Assessment .. _g
Significance
T
8~ . . , . Low
c Ditches 0.2386 The ditch will be retained and naturally enhanced through the creation Poor: Passes 4 of 8 criteria Strategic
£ao ’ of the scrub and wet zone, creating a more natural riparian zone. ) N
s Significance
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Change of Biodiversity Value

Biodiversity Units

Area-Based Linear-Based Watercourse-Based
Baseline 21.63 units 2.32 units 0.72 units
(]
=
(77} _
L Post 26.07 units 4.99 units 0.83 units
(<) Development
Net Change 4.45 units (+20.56%) 2.68 units (+115.49%) 0.11 units (+16%)
o Baseline N/A N/A N/A
=
@ Post-
o oS N/A N/A N/A
o Development
Net Change N/A N/A N/A
Overall Net Change 4.45 units (+20.56%) 2.68 units (+115.49%) 0.11 units (+16%)
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Results, Discussion, and Next Steps

BNG Informative

The current landscaping proposal generates a net gain of area-based habitat units (+20.56%), a net gain of linear-based habitat

units (+115.49%) and a net gain in watercourse units (16%). As such, the proposed development is compliant with current

legislation (Environment Act 2021) and planning policies (National Planning Policy Framework, 2025) as a minimum biodiversity

net gain of +10% was achieved for both area- and linear-based habitat units.

Results and Next
Steps All trading conditions have been satisfied.

A Biodiversity Gain Plan (BGP) and Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP) must be produced for the site. This should
include recommendations for the implementation, management and monitoring of the site for at least 30 years to ensure that
biodiversity net gain is delivered.

Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment
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Appendix 1: Baseline Habitat Plan
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Appendix 2: Post-Development Habitat Plan

Key |
) Phase 1 boundéry :
—DDitch

mem Native hedgerov@with trees
mem Native hedgerow
‘s Ornamentla hedge§

. Very large tree

f . Large tree 4 T
© Small tree '}' 3
|  Proposed trees
o DS L oo
| 7 Mixedscrub
Neutral grasslan& b - |
- MoéJF ed grasslanq %
\»Vegewt@ed garden
x| . Bunlﬂ{ng T
4 - Develqped land % | B4
| - Reedbecs, R R
Ram garden 2L

\'s'ﬂ“.

DrawnbyHBon  03-02-2026

ScaleatAd - A

(ndtrhportprojeeﬁgn) , I ,fk

13500 ¢ |
%

Reprodyoed from GoogIeEarth 2022

1.-;4

ﬂ | apteeh

11
Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment



Bugler Homes Ltd Land at Pound Farm, SG5 3RS

Appendix 3: Proposed Development Plan

12
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Appendix 4: Headline BNG Results

The Defra Statutory Biodiversity Metric is provided as a separate excel spreadsheet.

. Area habitat units 4.45
Total net unit change Hedgerow units 2.68
(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement) .
Watercourse units 0.11
Area habitat units 20.56%
0
Total net % change Hedgerow units 115.49%
(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement)
Watercourse units 16.00%
Trading rules satisfied? Yes v
Unit Type Target Baseline Units Units Required Unit Deficit
Area habitat units 10.00% 21.63 23.79 0.00
Hedgerow units 10.00% 2.32 2.55 0.00
VWatercourse units 10.00% 0.72 0.79 0.00

14
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Appendix 5a: Baseline Habitat Condition Assessment Sheets

Condition Sheet: GRASSLAND Habitat Type (low distinctiveness)

Condition Assessment Criteria Criterion passed (Yes OF ¢ (o ch as justification)

No)

There are 6-8 vascular plant species per m’ present, including at least 2 forbs (these may
include those listed in Footnote 1). Note - this criterion is essential for achieving Moderate or
Good condition.

A Where the vascular plant species present are characteristic of medium, high or very high
distinctiveness grassland, or there are 9 or more of thase characteristic species per m*
(excluding those listed in Footnote 1), please review the full UKHab description to assess
whetherthe grassland should instead be classified as a higher distinctiveness grassland.
Where a grassland is classed as medium, high, orvery high distinctiveness, please use the
relevant condition sheet.

yes

Sward height is varied (at least 20% of the sward is less than 7 cm and at least 20% is mare
than 7 cm) creating microclimates which provide opportunities for vertebrates and invertebrates
to live and breed.

]

yes
ANy scrub present accounts for less than 20% of the total grassland area. (Some scattered
scrub such as bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. may be present),
C
Mote - patches of scrub with continuous (more than 90%) cover should be classified as the
relevant scrub habitat type
yes

Physical damage is evidentin less than 5% of total grassland area. Examples of physical
D |damage include excessive peaching, damage from machinery use or storage, erosion caused
by high levels of access, or any other damaging management activities.

yes
£ Cover of bare ground is between 1% and 10%, including localised areas (for example, a
concentration of rabbit warrens)z.
yes
F |Cover of bracken Preridium aquilinum is |ess than 20%.
yes

(7]

There is an absence of invasive non-native plant species® (as listed on Schedule 9 of WCA).

Essential criterion achieved (Yes or No)

Number of criteria passed

Condition Assessment Result {out

of 7 criteria) Condition Assessment Score Score Achieved x/v

Passes 6 or 7 criteria including

passing essential criterion A Good (3)

Passes 4 or 5 criteria including

passing essential criterion A Moderate (2)

Passes 3 or fewer criteria; Yes

OR
Passes 4-6 criteria (excluding | °0' (Y

criterion A)

15
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Condition Sheet: INDIVIDUAL TREES Habitat Type

Condition Assessment Criteria Ll e e

Notes (such as justification)

No)
Ves
A [The tree is a native species (or at least 70% within the block are native species).
Ves
The tree canopy is predominantly continuous, with gaps in canopy cover making
B |up <10% of total area and no individual gap being =5 m wide (individual trees
automatically pass this criterion).
yes
C [The tree is mature (or more than 50% within the block are mature)'’.
There is little or no evidence of an adverse impact on tree health by human yes
D activities (such as vandalism, herbicide or detrimental agricultural activity). And
there is no current regular pruning regime, so the trees retain >75% of expected
canopy for their age range and height.
no
E Matural ecological niches for vertebrates and invertebrates are present, such as
presence of deadwood, cavities, ivy or loose bark.
yes
F [More than 20% of the tree canopy area is oversailing vegetation beneath.
Number of criteria passed

Condition Assessment Result (out of

6 criteria) Condition Assessment Score Score Achieved =/v

Passes 5 or 6 criteria Good (3)

Passes 3 or 4 criteria Moderate (2)

Passes 2 or faewer criteria Poor (1)

Mote that 'Fairly Good and Fairly Poor’ condition categories are not available for this broad habitat type. 16
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Condition Sheet: INDIVIDUAL TREES Habitat Type

Condition Assessment Criteria bl e e

Notes (such as justification)

No)
yes
A | The tree is a native species (or at least 70% within the block are native species).
yes
The tree canopy is predominantly continuous, with gaps in canopy cover making
B |up <10% of total area and no individual gap being =5 m wide {individual trees
automatically pass this criterion).
no
C [The tree is mature (or more than 50% within the block are mature).
There is little or no evidence of an adverse impact on tree health by human YEes
D activities (such as vandalism, herbicide or detrimental agricultural actiity). And
there is no current regular pruning regime, so the trees retain =75% of expected
canopy for their age range and height.
no
E Matural ecological niches for vertebrates and invertebrates are present, such as
presence of deadwood, cavities, vy or loose bark.
yes
F |Maore than 20% of the tree canopy area is oversailing vegetation beneath.
Number of criteria passed

Condition Assessment Result (out of

6 criteria) Condition Assessment Score Score Achieved =/

Passes & or 6 criteria Good (3)
Passes 3 or 4 criteria Moderate (2) yes

Passes 2 or fewer criteria Foor (1)

Mote that 'Fairly Good and Fairly Foor’ condition categories are not available for this broad habitat type. 17
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Condition Sheet: DITCH Habitat Type

on Assessment Criteria

Land at Pound Farm, SG5 3RS

T [T Notes (such as justification)

Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment

No)
no
The ditch is of good water quality, with clear water (low turbidity)
indicating no obvious signs of pollution.
no
A range of emergent, submerged and floating-leaved plants are present.
As a guide =10 species of emergent, floating or submerged plants
present in a 20 m ditch length.
yes
There is less than 10% cover of filamentous algae and or duckweed
Lemna spp. (these are signs of eutrophication).
no
A fringe of aquatic marginal vegetation is present along more than 75%
of the ditch.
Physical damage is evident along less than 5% of the ditch, with yes
examples of damage including: excessive poaching, damage from
machinery use or storage, or any other damaging management
activities.
no
Sufficient water levels are maintained - as a guide a minimum summer
depth of approximately 50 cm in miner ditches and 1 m in main drains.
yes
Less than 10% of the ditch is heavily shaded.
yes
There is an absence of non-native plant and animal species’.
1) D [DaSsSs
[ [ ASS S
onda 0 ASSESS D) D A 1
[ D1 ©
Passes 8 criteria Good (3)
Passes 6 or 7 criteria Moderate (2)
yes
Passes 5 or fewer criteria Poor (1)

18
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"Condition sheet: HEDGEROW Habitat Types

functional

groupings (A. B, C.
D

Criteria - the minimum
'ments for “favourable
n

Core groups - applicable to all hedgerow types

Criteria description

The average height of woody growth estimated fram base of stem
ta the top of the shoots, excluding any bark beneath the
hedgeraw, any gaps orisolated trees.

Mewly lsid o coppiced hedgerows are indicative of good

Criterion
passed [Yes
or No)

Notes (such as
justification)

Land at Pound Farm, SG5 3RS

Hil || FilEmerargedmglEngin management and pass this criterion for up te 5 masimum of faur
wears [f undertaken according to good practice).
A newly planted hedgerow does not pass this criterion [unless itis
+1Emheight].
e
The average width of woody growth estimated at the widest point
of the canopy, excluding gaps and isolated trees.
Dutgramths [such 2 blackthorm Frumes soinass suckers) are
A7 |idth 315 m suerage slanalenath orlyinchuded in the width estimare her ey are +0 5 min heighr
Laid, coppiced, cur and newly planed hedgerow s sre indicative
of good management and pass this criterion for up to a masimum
of Feur ye.srs [F undentsken accarding to gacd practice)
s
This iz the vertical ‘gappiness’ of the woody companent of the
hedgerow, and its distance from the ground to the lowest leafy
B Gap between ground and base of canopy | arowth,
Bl |Gap-hedgebasel o'l ame of lenath
Certain erceptions to this criterion are acceptabls (see page 65 of
the Hedgeraw Survew Handbaekl.
yes
This is the horizantal ‘gappiness” of the woody companent of the.
hedgerow. Gaps are complete breaks in the woody canopy (no
g2 |Gep-hedse  |Gapzmakeup <15t oftctaliengi and [P Sl
eanepy sentindity |No canopy gaps »5m Aocess points and gates contribute to the cuerall ‘gappiness” bt
are not subject to the >3 m criterion (as this is the wpical size of 3
gate].
Thizis the lewsl of disturbance [euchuding widlfe disub ance] st
the base of the hedgeron. - =
>1m wicth of undisturbed ground with Category Category Requirements Metric Score
Undisturbed perennial herbaceous vegetation far Undisturbed ground iz present for at least 307 of the hedgerow } )
rdztubed a0 of fenath e e gt S et Mo mare than £ failures invatal;
Cil. g’;::ni:r - Measured from outer edge of hedgeraw; |least one side of the hedgerow no AND
and
uegetstion +Is present on one side of the hedgerow | This crerion recognises the ualue of the hedgerow base 353 Geood Mo more than 1Failure in any functional 3
[at least). baundary habitat with the capacity to support & wids range of
species. Cultivation, heavily rodden footpaths, poached ground group.
eto. can limit available habitst niches.
Mo more than 4 Failures in total;
Nutrient-enriched | Plart species indic ative of nutrient The indinator spesies used are neltles &#ina spp., cleavers AND
CZ  |perennial enrchment of soils dominate <200 cover | Sadwm goana and docks Amay spp. Their presence, either | yes Mﬁmﬂmﬂ ifn mare than
wegetation af the area of undisturbed ground. singly or together, does not exceed the 205 cover threshald. Moderate Z
one functional group [for esample, Fails
yes attributes A1, 82, B1and C2 = Moderate
Flecertly introduced species refer to plants that have naturalised d .
»30% of the hedgerow and undistuibed  |inthe UK since AD 1500 [neophytes). Archasophytes count as adulyl Itll:ll'l].
around is free af invasive non-native plant | natives. Forinformation on archaeophytes and neophytes see the N N
o (e and | opesiestinokdingthose iited on JNCE website®, 2= well as the BSEl website® where the ‘Online Failz 2 tatal of more than 4 attributes;
NEOPYIE SPECIES | hedule 9 of WEA®) and recently Atlas of the British and rish Flors™ contains an up-to-date list of OR
introduced species. the status of species. Forinformation oninvasive non-native
spevies see the 5B Non-Native Secretariat v ebsite” Poar Eails both attributes in mare than one 1
functional group [for example, Fails
This criterion addresses damaging activities that may have ledto | ves !
) orleadto deterioration in other stirbutes. attributes &1, 82, B1and B2 = Poar
#3307 of the hedgerow ar undisturbed o
02 |Cunertdamage |ground is free of damage caused by condition].

human activites.

Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment

This couldinclude evidence of pallution, piles of manure or ubble,
orinappropriate management practices (for example, encessive
hedgeraw cutting).

Score achieved:

Goad
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Condition sheet: HEDGEROW Habitat Types
Hedgero:

w favourable condition attributes

- Criteria - the minimum
functional o for . ')

groupings [A, B, C. -
O

condition”

Core groups — applicable to all hedgerow types

Criteria description

Land at Pound Farm, SG5 3RS

o
The average height of woody growth estimated from base of stem
to the top af the shoots, excluding any bank beneath the
hedgerow, any gaps or isolated trees.
41 |Height PR [ T — Mewly laid or coppiced hef:lge.row.s are indicative of.good
management and pass this criterion far up to & marimum of faur
vears [if undertaken according to good practice).
A newly planted hedgerow does nat pass this criterion [unless it is
»1.5 m height].
no
The average width of woady growth estimated at the widest paint
aof the canopy, excluding gaps and izalated trees.
Outgrowths [such as blackthorn S soioss suckers) are
A2 [‘width »1.5m average along length onlyincluded in the width estimate when they are > 0.5 m in height.
Laid, coppiced, cut and newly planted hedgerow s are indicative able to hedgerows with trees only
of gaad mana.gement and pass th|§ criterion far up tu.:v a maximum Tiersbmneeten e cge-elkss( no
aof faur years (if undertaken according to good practice). .
morphiology] of tree prezent (for erample: A ;
y ey |Thi=erterion addresses fthere are 2 range of age-olasses or
El |Treeclass young, mature, veteran and o ancient'), | o phelagies which allow for replacement of trees and provide
na d there i tleast [Pirlers 2 B
and there is on average atleast one
This is the vertical ‘gappinezz of the woody component of the mature, ancient of veteran ree present EFERES € (it S eaes,
hedgerow, and its distance fram the ground to the lowest leafy per 20 - S0m of hedgerow.
_ Gap between ground and base of canopy | growth,
Bl |Gap-hedae base <0.5mfor >30% of length Atleast 353 of hedgerow trees arein a yes
Certain erceptions ta this criterion are acceptable (see page 65 of healthy condition [excluding veteran
the Hedgerow Survey Handbaook]. features. valuable for wildlifz). There is little: s e Eis il ves seabizme deresnulid
E2. |Tree health orno evidence of an adverse impact on s . P .
. compromises the survival and health of the individual specimens.
o tree health by damage from livestack ar
wild animals, pests or dizeases, or human
Thisz is the horizontal ‘gappiness’ of the woody component of the activity,
hed, G lete breaks inth d
mZttg:E:w s,—:zﬁ]ale complete bresks inthe woody canapy [na The hedgeraw condition assessment generates a weighting [szore] ranging from 1- 3, which is used within the Statutory Biodiversity Metric. The scares for each are set autin the
B2 Gap - hedge Gapz make up <1022 of tatal length; and . tables below.
eanapy continuity | Ha sanopy gaps >3 m Access points and gates contribute ta the overall ‘gappiness” but
are nat subject ta the »5 m criterion [as this is the typical size of a Category Category Requirements Metric Score
gatel. Mo more than 2 failures intotal;
Good AND Lo .
Mo mare than 1Failure in any functional
Thisz is the level of disturbance (ercluding wildlife disturbance] at Bl
the base of the hedgeraw. Mo more than 4 failures in total;
> 1m width of undizturbed ground with AND ; ; )
Undisturbed perennial herbaceous vegetation for Undisturbed ground is present for at least 303 of the hedgerow Maoderate Does not Fai both attributes in more than
ndis :r ed >0 of length: length, greater than 1m in width and must be prezent along at one functional group (for example. Fails
£y |greundan - Measured from outer edge of hedgerow; |least one side of the hedgerow. yes attributes A1, A2 B1and C2 = Maderate
perennial and condition].
vegetation - - ) - -
- Is present on one side of the hedgerow | This criterion recognizes the value of the hedgeraw baze as a Failz atotal of mare than 4 attributes;
[atlzast). baundary habitat with the capacity ta suppart a wide range of
species. Cultivation, heavily rodden footpaths, poached ground Eails both atributes in more than one
- p S Poor - p 1
etc. can limit available habitat niches. functional group (far example, fails
attributes A1, AZ, B1and B2 = Poor
condition).
Mutrient-erriched | Plant species indicative of nutrient The indicator species used are nettles Litcs spp., cleavers Score achieved:
C2. |perennial enrichment of zoils dominate <203 cover | Sadiem goanne and docks Semay spp. Their presence, sither  |ves for hedgerows with
vegetation of the area of undisturbed ground. =singly or together, does not exceed the 203 cover threshald. LCategory  |Category Requirements Metric score
Mo mare than 2 failures in total;
AND
Gaod
yes o Ma more than 1Failure in any functional
Recently intraduced species refer ta plants that have naturalised group.
»30% of the hedgerow and undisturbed | inthe UK since A01500 (neophytes). Archasophytes count as Mo miore than 5 Failures in total:
) ground is free of invasive non-native plant [natives. Forinfarmation on archaecphytes and neophytes see the AND
o Inuasl}:let and .| specieslincluding those listed on JNCC website®, as well as the BSBl website® where the ‘Orline Moderat Dioes not fail both sttributes in more than
NECPTULE SRESIES | o chedule 3 of WOAT) and recently Atlas of the British and lish Flara™ contains an up-to-date list of oasraE ‘ane funstional group (For enample, Fails
introduced species. the status of species. Far information on invasive non-native attributes &1, A2, B1, C2 and E1=
species see the 5B Non-Mative Secretariat website’. Maderate condition). )
Fails atotal of more than 5 attributes;
E This criterion addresses damaging activities that may have ledta [ves
" or lead to deterioration in ather attributes. Poor Eails both sttribaes in mese thar one 1
»30% af the hedgerow or undisturbed functional group (far example, fails
02, [Current damage |groundis fr.e.e.of damage caused by This couldincluds evidence of pellution, piles of manure or rubkle, attnbl..l.tes A1, A2, B1and B2 = Poor
human activities. . . N N condition].
of inappropriate management practices (for example, excessive
hedgerow cutting]. Score achieved: | P07
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Appendix 5b: Post-Development Habitat Condition Assessment Sheets

Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment

Condition Sheet: GRASSLAND Habitat Type (low distinctiveness)
Criterion passed (Yes or
No)

n Assessment Criteria

Notes (such as justification)

There are 6-8 vascular plant species per m? present, including at least 2 forbs (these may
include those listed in Footnote 1). Note - this criterion is essential for achieving Moderate or
'Good condition.

Where the vascular plant species present are characteristic of medium, high or very high
distinctivenass grassland, or there are 9 or more of these characteristic species per m*
(excluding those listed in Footnote 1), please review the full UKHab description to assess
'whether the grassland should instead be classified as a higher distinctiveness grassland.
‘Where a grassland is classed as medium, high, or very high distinctiveness, please use the
relevant condition sheet

no

Sward height is varied (at least 20% of the sward is less than 7 cm and at least 20% is more
than 7 cm) creating microclimates which provide opportunities for vertebrates and invertebrates
to live and breed.

m

Any scrub present accounts for less than 20% of the total grassland area. (Some scattered
scrub such as bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. may be present)

Mote - patches of scrub with continuous (more than 90%) cover should be classified as the
relevant scrub habitat type

yes

Physical damage is evident in |ess than 5% of total grassland area. Examples of physical
D |damage include excessive poaching, damage from machinery use or storage, erosion caused
by high levels of access, or any other damaging management activities

no

Cover of bare ground is between 1% and 10%, including localised areas (for example, a
concentration of rabbit warrens)”

yes

F |Cover of bracken Pteridium aquilinum is less than 20%.

yes

G [There is an absence of invasive non-native plant species3 (as listed on Schedule 9 UTWCA").

Essential criterion achieved (Yes or No)

Number of criteria passed

Condition Assessment Resuit (out

of 7 criteria) Condition Assessment Score Score Achieved x/v

Passes 6 or 7 criteria including

passing essential criterion A Good (3)

Passes 4 or 5 criteria including

passing essential criterion A Moderate (2)

Passes 3 or fewer criteria;

OR

Passes 4 - 6 criteria (excluding
criterion A)

Poor (1)

Land at Pound Farm, SG5 3RS
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Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment

(Condition Sheet: GRASSLAND Habitat Type (medium, high and very high distinctiveness)

Condition Assessment Criteria

A |description).”

The parcel represents a good example of its habitat type, with a consistently high
proportion of characteristic indicator species present relevant to the specific habitat type
(and relative to Footnote 3 suboptimal species which may be listed in the UKHab

Note - this criterion is essential for achieving Moderate or Good condition for non-

Criterion passed

(Yes or No) Notes (such as justification)

yes

F |co ntribute towards this count).

types only.

acid grassland types only.
yes
Sward height is varied (at least 20% ofthe sward is less than 7 cm and at least 20% is
B |more than 7 cm) creating microclimates which provide opportunities forinsects, birds
and small mammals to live and breed.
yes
c Cover of bare ground is between 1% and 5%, including localised areas, for example,
rabbit warrens®.
yes
) Cover of bracken Pteridium aguilinum is less than 20% and cover of scrub (including
bramble Rubus fruticosus agg.)is less than 5%.
yes
Combined cover of species indicative of suboptimal condition® and physical damage
(such as excessive poaching, damage from machinery use or storage, damaging
levels of access, or any other damaging management activities) accounts for less than
E |5% of total area.
If any invasive non-native plant species" (as listed on Schedule 9 ofWCAE) are present,
this criterion is automatically failed.
Additional Criterion - must be assessed for all non-acid grassland types
no

There are 10 or more vascular plant species per m? present, including forbs that are
characteristic of the habitat type (species referenced in Footnote 3 and 5 cannot

Note - this criterion is essential for achieving Good condition for non-acid grassland

Essential criterion for Good condition achieved (for non-acid grassland)

Condition Assessment Result

{Yes or No)

Number of criteria passed

Condition Assessment Score

Acid grassland types (Result out of 5 criteria)

Score Achieved
xS

Passes 5 criteria

Good (3)

Passes 3 or 4 criteria

Moderate (2)

Passes 2 or fewer criteria

FPoor (1)

Non-acid grassland types (Result

out of 6 criteria)

Passes 5 or 6 criteria, including
essential criterion A and
additional criterion F.

Good (3)

Passes 3- 5 criteria, including
essential criterion A.

Moderate (2)

Yes

Land at Pound Farm, SG5 3RS
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Condition Sheet: INDIVIDUAL TREES Habitat Type

Condition Assessment Criteria bl e e

Notes (such as justification)

No)
yes
A | The tree is a native species (or at least 70% within the block are native species).
yes
The tree canopy is predominantly continuous, with gaps in canopy cover making
B |up <10% of total area and no individual gap being =5 m wide {individual trees
automatically pass this criterion).
no
C [The tree is mature (or more than 50% within the block are mature).
There is little or no evidence of an adverse impact on tree health by human YEes
D activities (such as vandalism, herbicide or detrimental agricultural actiity). And
there is no current regular pruning regime, so the trees retain =75% of expected
canopy for their age range and height.
no
E Matural ecological niches for vertebrates and invertebrates are present, such as
presence of deadwood, cavities, vy or loose bark.
yes
F |Maore than 20% of the tree canopy area is oversailing vegetation beneath.
Number of criteria passed

Condition Assessment Result (out of

6 criteria) Condition Assessment Score Score Achieved =/

Passes & or 6 criteria Good (3)
Passes 3 or 4 criteria Moderate (2) yes

Passes 2 or fewer criteria Foor (1)

Mote that 'Fairly Good and Fairly Foor’ condition categories are not available for this broad habitat type. o3

Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment
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Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment

Condition Sheet: POND Habitat Type

Condition Assessment Criteria

Core Criteria - applicable to all ponds {(woodland' and non-woodland):

Criterion passed (Yes
or No)

Notes (such as justification)

There is semi-natural habitat (moderate distinctiveness or above) completely
surrounding the pond, for at least 10 m from the pond edge for its entire
perimeter.

Yes
The pond is of good water quality, with clear water (low turbidity) indicating
no obvious signs of pollution. Turbidity is acceptable if the pond is grazed
by livestock.

no

The pond is not artificially stocked with fish. If the pond naturally contains
fish, it is a native fish assemblage at low densities.

no
Less than 10% of the water surface is covered with duckweed Lemna spp.
or filamentous algae.

yes
The pond is not artificially connected to other waterbodies, such as
agricultural ditches or artificial pipework.

yes
Pond water levels can fluctuate naturally throughout the year. No obvious
artificial dams?, pumps or pipework.

yes
There is an absence of listed non-native plant and animal species®.

yes

ditional Criteria - must be assessed for all non-woodland ponds:

Emergent, submerged or floating plants {excluding duckweed)* cover at
least 50% of the pond area which is less than 3 m deep.

Condition Assessment Result Condition Assessment Score

The pond surface is no more than 50% shaded by adjacent trees and scrub.

Number of criteria passed

Score Achieved =/

Results for woodland ponds which require assessment of 7 core criteria
Passes T criteria Good (3)

Passes & or 6 criteria Moderate (2) yes
Passes 4 or fewer criteria Poor (1)

Results for non-woodland ponds which require assessment of 9 criteria
Passes 9 criteria Good (3)

Passes 6 to 8 criteria Moderate (2)

Passes & or fewer criteria Paar (1)

Land at Pound Farm, SG5 3RS
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Condition Sheet: SCRUB Habitat Type

Criterion passed MNotes (such as

Condition Assessment Criteria

(Yes or No) justification)

The parcel represents a good example of its habitat type - the appearance and yes

composition of the vegetation closely matches its UKHab description (where in

its natural range).

- At least 80% of scrub is native,

A |- There are at least three native woody species®,

- Mo single species comprises more than 75% of the cover (except hazel
Corylus avellana, common juniper Juniperus commuris, sea buckthorn
Hippophae rhamnoides (only in its restricted native range), or box Buxus
sempervirens, which can be up to 100% cover).

no
B Seedlings. saplings. young shrubs and mature (or ancient or veteran®) shrubs
are all present.
Yes
There is an absence of invasive non-native plant species® (as listed on
C |Schedule 9 of WCA®) and species indicative of suboptimal condition® make up
less than 5% of ground cover.
yes
D The scrub has a well-developed edge with scattered scrub and tall grassland
and or forbs present between the scrub and adjacent habitat.
yes

There are clearings, glades or rides present within the scrub, providing
sheltered edges.

Number of criteria passed

E?;liilrtiltzl:i;ssemment Result (out Condition Assessment Score f;:‘?re Achieved

Good (3)
Passes 3 or 4 criteria Moderate (2) yes

Passes 2 or faewer criteria Poor (1)

Passes 5 criteria

25
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groupings (A_B, C.

Hedgerow favourable condition attributes

Care groups - applicable to sll hedgerow types

Criteria - the minimum
i for

condition”

Criterion

Land at Pound Farm, SG5 3RS

no
The average height of woody growth estimated from base of stem
to the top of the shoots, excluding any bank beneath the
hedgerow, any gaps orizolated trees,
4 |Height 115 m average slong length Hewly laid or coppiced hedgerows are indicative of good
management and pass this criterion for up to a maximum of four
years (if undertaken according to good practice),
A newly planted hedgerow does not pass this criterion (unless it is
>1.5mheight]
[
The average width of woody growth estimated at the widest point pplicable to hedg:
of the canopy, encluding gaps andisolated trees. =
There is more than one age-class [or
Outgrewths (such as blackthern S soioss suckers) are morphology] of tree present [for example: This criterion addresses Fihere sre & rangs of age-classes or
n ; ) 5
82, |'width 15 m average slonglength onlyincluded in the v idth estimate when they are >0.5 min height Bl |Tres class yo\;nﬁ, mature, veteran ar\;:l orancient®). | ol ies which allow for replacement of trees and provide
Laid, coppiosd, out and newl planted hedgerous are ndicatise e, S o veaerahnaa ragare | FFROMURKizs fordiferent species.
of good management and pass this criterion for Up 1o 3 masimum poer 20 - 50m o hedgerow.
of four years (i undertaken acoording to good prastice]
Atleast 357 of hedgerow trees areina LS
o healthy condition [excluding veteran
This iz the vertical“gappiness” of the woody companent of the lierEeuEl ekl lesis(E: Thiz criterion identifies if the trees are subject to damage which
hedgerow, andits distance from the groundto the lowest leafy
Gapber dardbass of routh B2, |Treshesth ornoeuidencs of an aduerse mpacton | oo the surival and health of the induidual specimens
Bl |Gap-hadge bass| 2P boteen ground andbase of cancpy | rowh tre= health by damags from live stock or
€0.5m for >30% otlengd wild animals, pests or diseases. or human
Certain exceptions to this criterion are acceptable (see page 65 of et o -
the Hedgerow Survey Handbook). V'
The hedgerow condition assessment generates a weighting (scorel ranging fram 1- 3, which is used within the Statutory Biodiversity Metric. The scores for each are set aut inthe
no tables below.
This is the horizontal ‘gappiness’ of the woody component of the | Condition categories for hedgerows withaut trees
hedgero. Gaps are complete breaksin the woody canopy (o Category Category Requirements Metric Score
g |Sep-hedoe  |Gapsmakeup <10 oftotallengtiand " hew small. Mo more than 2 failures in total;
Ganepy conkinkity | Mo canopy asps »Sm Aooess points and gates contribute to the overall ‘gappiness’ but Good a"u hanTialurei jnctional |2
are not subject to the >3 m oriterion [as this is the typical size of a o mare than 1Hailure in any functions
gatel group.
Mo mare than ¢ failures in tatal;
AND
This is the level of disturbance [xcluding wildife distuibance] at Mederate inmore than |,
Sy s one functional graup [far sxample, fails
>1m width of undisturbed ground with attributes A1, AZ, B1and C2 = Moderate
) perennial herbaceous vegetation for Undisturbed graund is present for at least 3032 of the hedgerow condition)
Undisturbed - ° :
] 305 of length: length, greater than 1min width and must be present along at Faile 2 toral of more than @ stibutes:
c1o[greur a‘” Measured from outer edge of hedgerow; [least one side of the hedgerow yes '
perenmial
: an .
et Is present on one side of the hedgeraw | This criterian recagnises the value of the hedgeraw base as a Feor Py m n ’“°’e‘maf”_‘°“e 1
(atleast) oundary habitat with the capasity to support 3 wide range of unations] group ltor example. fais
species. Culivation, hesuly trodden faotpaths, paached ground atrbutes A1 A2, B1and BZ = Paer
etc. c.an limit suailsble habitat niches gonditian)
Mutrient-enriched | Plant species indicative of nutrient The indicator species used are netlles Liing zpp., cleavers Caregory Category Requirements Metric score
2. |perennial enichment of soils dominate < 207 cover amaoaniie and docks Aumer spp. Their presence, either | yes Mo more than 2 Failures in total:
vegetation of the area of undisturbed ground, singly or together, does not exceed the 205 cover theshald AND
Good 3
Mo mare than ailure in any functional
yes group.
Recentlyinioduced species refer to plants that have natwralised Mo mare than 5 Failures in tatal;
»303% of the hedgerow and undistuibed  [inthe UK since AD 1500 necphytes]. Archasophutes count as AND
ground is free of inuasive non-native plant [ natives. Forinformation on archasophytes and neophytes see the inmare than
oy |fwaskeand fincluding thos isted JNCE website", 25 well a5 the BBl website® where the Ol Moderate 2
L | eaphste apecies species (including thoss listed on website?, 25 well as the website® whers the ‘Online one functional group (for example, fails
Schedule 3 of WCA) and recently Aulss of the British and lrish Flors™ sontsins an up-to-date list of attributes A1, A2, B1.C2 andE1=
introduced species, the status of species. Forinformation on invasive non-native Moderate condition).
species see the GB Non-Native Secretariat website”
Fails a total of more than S attributes;
OR
Thig criterion addiesses damaging activities thatmay haveledto | pes o Fails both znribues in mere than one i
ion i oor
530 of the hedgerow ar undistibed or lead to deterioration in other attibutes, functional group (for example, fails
D2 |Curentdamage |groundis free of damage caused by y . . . attributes A1, AZ, B and BZ = Poor
This could include evidence of pollution, piles of manure or nbble, i
human activities. " condition]
of inappropriate management practices [for example, excessive
Score achieved: | Moderate

Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment

hedgerow cutting).
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Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment

Condition Sheet: WETLAND Habitat Type

1and habil

Core Criteria - must be d far all types:
The water table is at, or near the surface throughout the vear - this could be open water or Yes
saturation of soil at the surface. There is no artificial drainage. unless specifically to maintain

& | water levels as specified above.
HNote - this criterion is essential for achieving Good condition.
yes
The parcel represents a good esample of its spesific habitat type - the appearance and
E | composition of the vegetation closely matches itz UkHab description, with wascular and non-
vascular characteristic indicator species consistently present,!
no
The water supplies [groundw ater, surface water and or rainw ater] to the wetland are of good
water quality, with clear water (low turbidity] indicating no obviousz signs of pollution.
no
D | Cover of scrub and scattered trees are less than 105,
yes
E |Cowver of bare groundis less than 5.
=

There is an absence of invasive non-native plant species’ (as listed on Schedule 3 of WA and
species indic ative of suboptimal condition? make up less than 534 of ground cover.

Additional Criterion - must be assessed for Fen and Purple moor grass and rush pasture habitats only:

Mo more than 2532 of the habitat area has a continuous cover of litter (such as dead vegetation)
preventing regeneration.

Additional Criterion - must be assessed for Bog habitats only:

Sphagnum moss Sahagnwm spp. and cottongrasses Sriyxdosm spp. are atleast Frequent®.

I

Cover of ericaceous dwarf shrubs® is lesz than 75:4.

Additional Criterion - must be assessed for Reedbed habitats only:

The reedbed has a diverse structure with between B02 and 80X reeds Dvammdor suennady |
Other areas mayinclude open water [at least 103, species-rich fen and ar wet woodland.

Additional Criterion - must be assessed for Floodplain wetland mosaic and CFGM only:

All ditches recarded within the habitat achisve Good sondition 2z asseszed uzsing the Ditch
condition sheet.

Eszential criterion achieved (required for Good condition) Yes or No:
Number of criteria passed

- Score
Condition Assessment Score Achieved x1/

Condition Assessment Result

hahbi P

Results for
walley mire (1] (OZ.1]):

nt of 6 criteria [Depression on peat substrates [HT150) and Dceanic

*Paszes 5 or 6 core criteria, including criterion 8. Gaad (3]

-Passes Jord core oriteris;
orR Maderate (2]

-Passes 5 oare criteria but fails criterion &,

*Pazzes 2 arfawer care oriteria. Paar (1)

FESUNE TOT T OT T CINETIE — GOl CIETTE ang SaairoraT

T
specified for habitat type - allhabitat types except Depression on peat substrates ([H7150] and Oceanic valley mire
107 4.

"Pazses 5 or B core criteria including criterion A;

AMD

P azzes additional criterion G, H. lor J (chooze the one Good (3]

zpecified for the habitat tupe),

-Paszes 4 or 5 of 7 criteriz; ves
*Paszes Gof T oriteria but failz criterion A or additional Moderate (2]

criterion 5. H. lar J (chaose the one specified for the

habitat typel.

*Passes 3 or fewer criteria. Poor (1)

Land at Pound Farm, SG5 3RS
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