From: MONTGOMERY, Mark 7460 <Mark.MONTGOMERY @herts.police.uk>

Sent: 13 November 2024 11:47:28 UTC+00:00

To: "Planning Control" <Planning.Control@north-herts.gov.uk>
Subject: Land Adjacent to Old Inn House, Rushden (3/24/ 01981/FP)
Attachments: Letter Alex Howard - 09 Sept 2024.pdf

FAO Alex Howard.
Morning Alex,
Apologies for the delay in responding to you but | had been sidetracked by other work. Please

find attached my comments regarding the proposed Solar Development at the above site, if
there are any issues then please contact me.

Regards,

Mark Montgomery . crimepreventi@!
Crime Prevention Design 4 \ HERTFORDSHIRE spread the word...
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uk Hhcial Police Security Initiative

In a non-emergency, report information online, speak to us via web chat or call via 101 (in an
emergency, always dial 999).

Tell us what you think we should be prioritising in your area. Your feedback will help towards
shaping our local policing priorities, initiatives and campaigns.

Internet e-mail is not to be treated as a secure means of communication. Hertfordshire
Constabulary monitors all internet e-mail activity and content. This communication is
confidential and intended for the addressee(s) only. Please notify the sender if you have received
this in error. Unauthorised use or disclosure of the contents may be unlawful. Opinions expressed
in this document may not be official policy.

For more details please see Hertfordshire Constabulary Privacy Policy
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Alex Howard

North Herts Council
Planning Department
Council Offices
Gernon Road

LETCHWORTH
SG6 3JF
Date 9'" October 2024
Our Ref: CPD 12702024
Your Ref: 3/24/ 01981/FP
Direct Line: 07590 461376
e-mail: mark.montgomery@herts.police.uk
Re: Land adjacent to Old Inn House, Rushden
Dear Alex,

Thank you for inviting me to comment on the proposal to develop the above site, | have studied the
amended documents on the Council’s planning portal and have the following comments to make.
e | note that this is a rural location is rather isolated. In the last year, according to
www.police.uk there have been four crimes recorded in the past year (1% Sept 2023 to 31*

Aug 2024) within five hundred metres of this location. Two were due to antisocial behavior,
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one was a public order offence, and the last one was a burglary. Yet | can find no mention of
any crime, disorder, and fear of crime issues within this application or how these matters will
be addressed. As you know this is a requirement of both national and local planning policy.

e The Police are seeing a rise in criminal attacks on Solar Farms as the price of metals rise and
fall. These are seen by criminal gangs as easy targets. Unfortunately, their security features
are generally poor. The main fencing tends to be typical ‘Deer Fencing’ rather than a security
rated product. The Building Research Establishment have produced some guidance for large
scale developments ‘Planning guidance for the development of large scale ground mounted
solar PV systems’.

e From a prevention of crime aspect, the batteries are a desirable item. It is the
recommendation from the local Crime Prevention Design Advisor that the battery storage
area is protected using a two-metre weld mesh fence that is third party certified to LPS 1175

issue 8 and rated at D10.

Currently the Police are not in a position to support this application. However, | would encourage the
applicant to engage with Hertfordshire Constabulary’s Crime Prevention design Service with a view to

ensuring that the development has the appropriate security measures.

Yours faithfully

Mok Montgomery

Mark Montgomery

Crime Prevention Design Advisor
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