
From:                                 Henry Thomas <Henry.Thomas@north-herts.gov.uk>
Sent:                                  14 November 2024 09:36:03 UTC+00:00
To:                                      "ConsulteeComments" <ConsulteeComments@north-herts.gov.uk>
Subject:                             FW: 24/02169/FP 9 High Street, Barkway, Royston, Hertfordshire, SG8 8EA
Attachments:                   Consultation response 24.2169.pdf

From: Liz Anderson <liz.anderson@north-herts.gov.uk> 
Sent: 12 November 2024 16:28
To: Henry Thomas <Henry.Thomas@north-herts.gov.uk>
Subject: 24/02169/FP 9 High Street, Barkway, Royston, Hertfordshire, SG8 8EA 
 
Hello Henry 
Thank you for consulting me on the above application, please find my comments attached, 
Kind regards 
 
 

  

                       

  
  
Liz Anderson CEnv MCIEEM 
Senior Ecologist 
  
  
www.north-herts.gov.uk 
  

 

http://www.north-herts.gov.uk/
https://twitter.com/NorthHertsDC
https://www.facebook.com/northhertsDC
https://www.instagram.com/northhertsdc/
https://www.youtube.com/c/North-hertsGovUk
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Officer  Liz Anderson – Ecologist     Ref: 24/02169/FP 


Date  12/11/24       Att: Henry Thomas 


 


9 High Street, Barkway, Royston, Hertfordshire, SG8 8EA 


Conversion and extension of existing outbuilding to create one 4-bed dwelling including  raising 


ridge height and replacement roof, and part two storey and part single storey rear extension 


following demolition of single storey front lean-to. Erection of detached two-bay cart shed with 


studio accommodation over. 


Consultee comments; 


Thank you for consulting me, having read through the submitted documents I would have no ecological 


objection to the proposal. 


The August 2024 Ecological Appraisal including Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) Appraisal identifies the site 


as ruderal/ephemeral vegetation, tall forbs, bramble scrub and three individual mature trees. The Small 


Sites Metric has been used to calculate the biodiversity baseline as 1.632 Habitat Units and zero 


Hedgerow Units. The post-development habitats of the site are valued at 1.797 Habitat Units and 0.385 


Hedgerow Units resulting in a Biodiversity Net Gain of 10.09%. 


In addition to mandatory BNG the North Herts Local Plan also advises development should consider the 


inclusion of integrated features in the built fabric of dwellings such as bat, bird and bee bricks. Taking 


this into account the following condition is advised; 


Ecological Enhancements 
No development shall take place until an Ecological Enhancement Plan (EEP) for the creation of 
new wildlife features such as hibernacula, the inclusion of integrated bird/bat and bee boxes in 
buildings/structures, has been submitted to and approved in writing by the local planning 
authority.  


 
Reason: To ensure development is ecologically sensitive and secures biodiversity enhancements 
in accordance with the North Herts Local Plan policy NE4. 
 


The case officer should note Biodiversity Gain condition wording should be added to the decision notice, 


the biodiversity gain condition is a pre-commencement condition having its own separate statutory 


basis and is deemed to apply to every planning permission granted for the development of land in 


England. To ensure the applicant is clear about this distinction the biodiversity gain condition should 


not be included in the list of conditions imposed in the written notice when granting planning permission 


but should remain separate. 


 


Biodiversity Net Gain 


The effect of paragraph 13 of Schedule 7A to the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 is that 


planning permission granted for the development of land in England is deemed to have been 
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granted subject to the condition “(the biodiversity gain condition”) that development may not 


begin unless: 


(a) a Biodiversity Gain Plan has been submitted to the planning authority, and 


(b) the planning authority has approved the plan.  


The planning authority, for the purposes of determining whether to approve a Biodiversity Gain 


Plan if one is required in respect of this permission would be North Herts Council. 


There are statutory exemptions and transitional arrangements which mean that the biodiversity 


gain condition does not always apply.  


Based on the information available this permission is considered to be one which will require the 


approval of a biodiversity gain plan before development is begun because none of the statutory 


exemptions or transitional arrangements are considered to apply.   


 


 





