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Summanry

Brindle & Green Ltd were commissioned by Redwings Lodge Limited to undertake a Preliminary
Ecological Appraisal incorporating a UK Habitat (UKHab) Classification Survey and Protected
Species Assessment at the Redwings Lodge, Al — Southbound, Hinxworth in the historic market
town of Baldock, North Hertfordshire. This report summarises the potential ecological
constraints to the full planning application for partial site clearance, in the north and west of the
site to facilitate the development of hotel extension providing an additional 58 new units, with

associated car parking and landscaping. The survey was carried out on the 16" May 20265.

The red line boundary/site area is approximately 1.02ha in extent and comprises mostly of
hardstanding and two buildings (B1 and B2), surrounded by areas of species-poor modified
grassland. An area of shonrt, intensively managed, modified grassland with increased species
diversity, is also present at the northeast of the site surrounded by tall forbs along the northern
peripheries of the site. A stand of wall cotoneaster (Cotoneaster: horizontalis), as listed on
schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, was recorded within areas of introduced

shrub adjacent to building B2. The site was evaluated to support ‘Site’ value on alocal scale.

The habitats described within this report havethe potentialto supportprotected and/or notable
species. As such, this report outlines important measures to protect species during site
clearance, and recommendations to improve the biodiversity status of the site post

development.

A full description of the recom mendations can be found within Chapte~ 7. Table 1 is a summary
of the ecological issues recommended for further consideration as a result of our initial

investigations.

Talle 1: Ecological recommendations

Ecological Recommendations (e.g. funther sunrvey,

Consideration mitigation)

Habitats A Biodiversity Net Gain Report {August 2025) and | Prior to submission
completed Statutory Metric (August 2025) have
already been compiled, and outlines the units required
to achieve the mandatory 10% net gain. These should be
read alongside this reportand submittedas part of any
planning application.

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock — Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 9



Recommendations further

mitigation)

{e.g.

survey,

Construction and Environmental Management Plan
(CEMP) to safeguard adjacent and nearby habitats,
such as the nearby ditch 20m south of the red line
boundary, as detailed in Chapter 7

Secured as a condition of
planning.

Breeding Birds

Works should be sympathetic tothis group of species,
with vegetation
Reasonable Avoidance Measures (RAMS) outlined in

clearance undertaken following

Chapter 7

During Site Clearance
(Optimal
October - February outside

of breeding bird season)

timing between

Roosting Bats

Building B2 assessed to hold ‘Low’ suitability for
roosting bats. A minimum of one nocturnal survey Is
recommended todetermine presenceflikely absence of
roosting bats, detailed in Chapter 7

One nocturnal survey

between May — August.

and
Commuting Bats

Foraging

Works should be sympathetic to this group of species
through sensitive lighting, detailed in Chapter 7

During and post

construction

Reptiles Reasonable Avoidance Measures are recommended | Year Round, during
duning construction phase and too be included within | development
the CEMP, as detailed in Chapter 7

Mammal Reasonable Avoidance Measures are recommended | During development

Species of | duning site clearance and construction

Principal

Importance

Otter CE MP to safeguard suitable nearby habitats from dust | Secured as a condition of
and pollution, such as the nearby ditch 20m south of | planning.
the red line boundary, as detailedin Chapter7

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock — Preliminary Ecological Appraisal

10



Ecological Recommendations (e.g. funther sunrvey,
Consideration mitigation)
Water vole CEMP to safeguard suitable nearby habitats from dust | Secured as a condition of
and pollution, such as the nearby ditch 20m south of | planning.
the red line boundary, as detailedin Chapter 7
Invasive Wall cotoneaster should be controlled / removed and | During site clearance and
Species disposed of appropriately by a specialist and suitably | development.
qualified contractor

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock — Preliminary Ecological Appraisal i1
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213

2,14

Introduction

The purp ose of this assessment was to provide a Preliminary Ecd ogical Appraisal of the site
incorporating a UKHab Survey and Protected Species Assessment to establish the likelihood of
the site suppoiting protected species. The suirvey provides detail on the need for any additi onal,
more detailed protected species surweys, likely mitigation, and any opp ortunities for

enhancement.

The site is the subject of the full planning applicati on f or partial site clearance to facilitate the
de velopment of hotel extension providing an additional 51 new units, with associated car parking

and landscaping. Design plans are provided within Appendix 6 of thisrep ort.

The legislation rele vant to prrotected species within the United Kingdom is summarised within

Appendix 4.

Results and rrecammendations contained within this report have been prepared by an
experienced ecd ogist and are thereforethe view of Brindle & Green Li mited. The survey is based
on inf ormation provided by our client, the de vel opment prrop osals, results of the desk study and-

oursurvey of the site. This rep ot pertains tothis informati ononly.

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock — Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 12



34

311

3.2

3.21

322

3.3

3.31
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34.1

Methodology

Desk Study
Table 2 lists organisations and/or resources used as part of the desk study process. Data
regardin g any known statutory or nons tatutory sites, in addition to any record s for protected

species, were requested from the followin g sources:

Table 2: Ecological Bata Resources

Search Date
Consultant Requested data )
radius requested
—  Protected and Notable Species Records
Herts Environmental
— Local, National and International Site | 2.0km 08/08/2025
Aecords Centre (HERC)
Designations
(; Multi Agency — National and International site Designations
ographicinformation | — Granted European protected species
) 2.0km 14/08/2025
rthe Countryside Development (EPS) Licenses
(MAGIC) —  Priority Habitat Inventory
Surveyonrs

Thesurveywas carried out by Joe Allsop M Sc BSc (Hons), acurrent Qualifyin g Me mber of CIEEM,

Natural En gland Great Crested Newt Licence (2023-1151 2-CLO8-G CN), Consultant Ecolog st

The survey was overseen by Lucinda Sweet PhD, MCIEEM Natural England Bat Licence (Class
Level 2, 201 9-9122-CLS-CLS), Great Crested Newt Licence (Class Level 1, 2016-228 52-CL S-CLS),

Director.

Survey Conditions

The survey was undertaken at 11:00am on the 16™ May 2025. The outside temperature was

recorded as 15°C, with dry conditions, and 1/8 cloud cover.

UK Habitat Classification Survey

A UK Habitat Classification survey was undertaken where habitats were categorised and
mapped (Appendix 1) followin g the UK Habitat Cla ssification Version 2.01 (UK Hab Ltd., 2023) to
establi sh the pre sence and distribution of habitat type s within the site and potential ecological

constrant s todevelop ment.

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock — Preliminary Ecological Appraisal i3
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3.43

The UKHab System is comprised of a five 1evel Primary Habitat Hierarchy, with each successive
level providin g increasin gly detailed descriptions of habitat parcels present onsite. The system
encompasses all habitat types found in the UK, irrespective of scale or geographic range,

includin g UK Biodiversi ty Action Plan Priority Habitats and Habitats Directive Annex | habitats.

— Level 1 includes the description of each maior ecosystem present; Terrestrial, Freshwater,

and Marine.

— Level 2 includes nine ecosyste m types ; Grassland, Woodland and Forest, Heathland and
Shrub, Wetland, Cropland, Urban, Sparsely Ve getated Land, Rivers and Lakes, and Marine

Inlets and Transitional Waters.

— Level 3 describes the 20 broad habitat types of the nine ecosyste ms outlined in Level 2.
Examples include Acid Grassland, Calcareous Grassland, Neutral Grassland, Modified

Grassland, Broadleaved and Mixed Woodland, Hed gerows, and Dense Scrub.

— Level 4 expands the 20 broad habitat types of Level 3 into 85 detailed habitat types,
including Lowland Meadows, Other Neutral Grassland, Lowland Mixed Deciduous
Woodland, and Other woodland ; Mixed. This level also allows the separation of 46 UK
Biodiversity Action Plan Priority habitats from other habitats of lower ecological

significance.

— Level 5 provides a further detailed expansionto Level 4 habitattypes. 119 habitats are
described within this level includin g 72 habitats as listed in Annex 1 of the Habitats

Directive.

Primary habitat types are accompanied by a list of Secondary Codes, which are further
categorised into ‘Essential’ and ‘Additional’ codes. Each recorded habitat parcel is assigned a
single Primary Habitat Code from Levels 2-4 and includes all Essential Secondary Code features
relatin g to the habitat parcel. Additional Secondary Codes are also applied where relevant. No
more than six Secondary Codes are recommended per parcel (UKHabs Ltd. 2023) and a list of
Secondary Code definitions relevant to the site have been provided within Appendix 1. Where
additional details were required, Tar get Notes have also been provided (Appendix 2). A plant
species list(Appendix 2) summarisin g all plants identified on site was produced during the survey

and all scientific nomenclature was produced accordin g to Stace (2010).

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock — Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 14
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3.45

34.6

3.5

351

This survey was extended to note the potential for habitat s on site to support prote cted and/or
notable species and for eviden ce of any such species. The habitats on site were assessed for
their suitabilit y to suppo rt protected sp ecies in relation tothe habitat type found at the site. Any
incidental sightings or field signs we re noted at the time of survey. Where eviden ce of, or the
confirmed p resen ce of a protected specles was identifie d, furthe r spe des -specific surveys may
be recommended to ensure that the presen ce or other wise of a le gally protected spedes is fully
considered prior to the deter mination of any planning approv d or to guide an EPS develop ment

licence.

Hedgerows on site were assessed follo win g the Hed gero w Surve y Handboo k (DEFRA 2007) and
defined as speciesichif the structural spe des making up a surve yed 30m section of hed gerow
included at least five native woody species. Results we re compiled and assessed against
qualif ying criteria within the Hedge row Regulations {1997) and also the UK Biodiversity Action

Plan / NERC Act 2006.

Legislation, guidance and methodology for specles relevant to this site are presented in full

within Ap pendices 4 and 5 of this report.

Site Evaluation

Following the ecological appraisal, the site was classified into one of six groups (Table 3), to
indi catewhe therthe site is considered to hold ecological value on alo cal, national orinternational
scde. This evaluation is intended as a guide and only targeted survey work can establish the

significance of protected spedes population s onsite.

Table 3: Pefinitions of each of the six evaluation brackets, indicating the importance of each habitat type and
an exampleof their possible habitat status. (Takle constructed following The CIEEM EclA Guidelines, Terrestrial,
Freshwater and Coastal (2024} pages 1@ -17)

Evaluation Example of habitat or species

Value

International | An internationally designated site or candidate site, including habitat or species included
within Special Protection Areas (SPA) / Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Ramsar
Sites, listed under Annex 1 of the Habitats Directive.

National Sites designated at UK level, e.g. Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), supporiing
species considered nationally threatenedor rare.

A regularly occurring reglonally or county significant population/number of any
nationally important species

A feature identified asof critical importance within Section 41 of the NERC Act (2008}.

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock — Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 15



Evduation

Value

Regional

Example of habitat onr species

Key Habitat typeincluded wit hin SA P. A re gula rly occurring, locally significant number of
aregionally important species.

County

Designat ed sites, such as Sites of Biological Importance (SBls) or viable habitat / species
populations of value at a county level (LBAP).

District

Distri ¢t level designated sites, such as Local Widlife Sites (LWS) or habitats / species
populations of value at a dist rict (Which have features qualifying fo r LWS status ).
Sites/features that are sc a~c e within the dist rict or whi ch appre ciably enrich the district
habitat resource.

Lo cal /Site

Habitats or species populationsof value in a lo cal {i.e. within ~ 5km of the site) conte xt.
Habitats of poor to maderate biolo gical diversity e. g established conifer plantations.
species poor hed gerows and un-intensively managed grassland whi ch supports species
which are common to the lo cal area and whose loss can be easily miti gated.

3.6 Limitations

3.6.1 It should be noted that whilst every effort has been made to provide a comprehensive

description of the site, no inwestigation could ensure the complete characterisation and

prediction of t he natural environment. The protected and notable spec ies assessment pro vides

a preliminary view of t he likelihood of t hese species occurnrin g on site, based upon the suitability

of t he habitats, known distribution of the species in t he local area and any direct e vidence on

site. It should not be taken as providing a full and definitl ve sur vey of any protected species

group.

3.7 RepontlLifespan

3.7.1 Giventhetransient nature of t he subjec t, we would consider the sur ve y results contained to be

acaura tefor up to 18 mont hs, at t he dis cretion as assessed by a suitably qualified ecologist.

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock — Preliminary Ecological Appraisal
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4 Site Context

4.1 Site Description

4.11 The application site can be found at TL 22636 38339, positioned just of f the A1, 2.0k msouth from
the village and civil parish of Hinxworth, Baldock, North Hertfordshire. The site comprises
mostly of hardstanding and two buildings, surrounded by areas of short intensively managed

grassland and tall forb along the northern peripheries of the site.

41.2 Arable land do minated the land use fro m the north, east, south, and west of the site, with the Al
situated westerly adjacent. The majority of the wider environment consists of further arable
land , asmall pocket of woodland southernly adjacent tothe site, and adit ch (known as ‘Cat Ditch?)
over 30m south of the site boundary. The site is well connected to the surrounding lands cape to
the north, east, and south through the presence of woodlands, trees, tree lines, and ditches.
However, barriers to terrestrial species dispersal exists within the lo cality throughout the west

of the wider lands cape, namely the A1, posit bned adjacent to the red line boundary.

Brockside

Figure 1: OS map of the project site and surrounding area. Red line boundary depicts application site.

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock — Preliminary Ecological Appraisal i7



4.2 Zone of Influence

421 The zone of influence describes the geographic extent of potential impacts of a proposed
dewelopment. The small scale of the proposed development reduces the likelihood of impact to
the surrounding area, howewe r suitable connecti ve vegetation could influence the presence of
protected species within the application boundary. The zone of influence was cons dered to be
250 metres from the application boundary foramphibians and reptiles, 30 metres for terrest rial

mammals such_:vater vole(Arvicola amphibius) and otter (Lutra lut ra),

and within the area of impact for breeding birds and bats.

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock — Preliminary Ecological Appraisal i8



5.1

511

5.1.2

51.3

514

Results

Desk Study

Designated Sites

The site was subjected to a search for de signated sites within a 2.0km radius of the site using
data supplied by the Local Rec ard s Centre (Harts Envir onmental Rec ard s Centre (HERC) andt he

online desk-+ased resource MAGIC.

The datasupplied by HERC was received onthe 08/08/2025 and is summarised within Table 4. The

searchrevealed one statutory and no non-statut ory sites wit hin a 2.0km radius of the site.

A search of the onlinere source Magic Map s found no additionalsites with Statut ory designations

wit Hin the 2km radius search

Table 4: Summary ef Besignated Sites within a 2km radius ef the applicatien site

SiteName CGrid Ref. Status Reason for Designation Distance

from site

Statutory Sites

Designhated for its wildflower

Local
Stotfold Mill meadows with wetland of
TL224364 Nature ) 1.6kmS
MeadowsLNR interconnected ponds and a small
Reserve

woaodland.

Protected Species Assessment
Data supplied by HERC also included rec ards of pr otected species. Full datasets are pre sented

wit hin Appendix 8 of this report. A summar yoft heclosest or most relevant rec ard s can be seen

in Table 5.

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock — Preliminary Ecological Appraisal i9



Table 5: Summary ef relevant pretectes and prierity species recerds

Specles Grid Ref. Date Description
Birds
Six records of barn ow! within 20km, of
Barn owl {Tyto ) , ) )
2) Confidential 06/01/2019 which the nearest record exists 1.0km east
a
of the site.
Swift{Apus Four records of swifts, with the nearest
TL22413883 15/06/2013 .
apus) 1.3km north of the site.
House martin
One record of house martin, 1.8km southeast
(Delicton TL 243376 23/06/2014 )
of the site.
urbicum)
Mammals
Hedgehog
One record of hed og 0.85m, southeast of
(Erinaceus TL2343038035 07/05/2017 it
ite,
europaeus) g’
Noctule
Two records of noctule approximately 1.4km,
{Nyctalus TL2336 21/07/2016
south of the site.
noctuia)
Common
pipistrelle Eleven records within 2.0km, withthe
. TL2336 17/07/2017 )
(Pipstrelius nearest, 1.4km south of the site.
pipistrelius)
Soprano
) Two records of Soprano pipistrelle within
pipistrelle
TL2336 12/07/2017 2.0km of the site, with the nearest 1.4km
(Pipstrelius
south.
pygmaeus
Serotine . )
One serotine record approximately 1.4km
(Eptesicus TL2336 12/07/2017
) south of the site
serotinus
Onereconrd of a Myotisbat species, situated
Myotisspp. TL2437 11/04/2010
1.4km south east of the site.
Herpetofauna
Grass snake Two records of grass snake 1.0km, east of
TL237385 09/06/2019
(Natrix helvetia) the site.
Invasive Species
Muntjac
One record of muntjac 1.8km, south east of
(Muntiacus TL244376 01/03/2015 _
) the site
reevesi
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5.16

521

5.22

5.23

Magic Maps also revealed no granted EPS licences within 2.0km of the site.

Priority Habitats
Data supplied by MAGIC in dudes a UKBAP priority habitat inventory. MAGIC returned no priority

habitat on or adjacent to the application site. However, a Traditional orchard Priority habitat was

noted 10m north of the red line boundary.

Habitats

The habitat types recorded on site are summarised below, and the fre quency and distribution

of habitat types is displayed within a UKHab Survey Map (Appendix 1 and 2).

Table6 providesallist of habitat types presenton site along with their inclusion (o r othe rwise) as
a National and / or Local Habitat of Principal Importance HPI) (Previously referred to as
Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP)) (It should be noted that additional infor mation is included within
the text where aclassification under UKHab survey methodology does not mirror habitat types

considered to be conservation prio rities).

Takle 6: UKHale Habitat Types feund en site and inclusien within UK BAP/HPI habitats

Habitat Type N HPI L HPI N/A
Modified grassland @g 4 — 16, 32, 108) v
Other broadleaved wood and (wig - 30) v
Int roduced Shrub (u — 524, 847) v
Developed land; sealed surface (u 1b - 804) v
Buidings (uib5) v

Modified Grassland (g4 - 16, 32, 108

Modified Grassiand (A)

The easte rn section of the site was also dominated by modified grassland, which accounts for
approximately 0.37ha of the redline boundary (Figure 4). Thegrassland averaging 7 spe cies per
square metre, was considered to have moderate ecological value. The grassland also has a
consistent sward height of <6cm, is regularly mown, and intensively managed for amenity
purposes. Overall, no one spe des was considered dominant, with an abundan ce in perennia rye
grass (Lofium perenre) and common daisy (Beflis perennis). Frequent fescue (Festuca spp.),

common mousear (Cerastium fontanum), dovesfoot cranesbill (Ge ranium molle), cocksfoot
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524

525

526

527

{Dactylis gb merata), and white cl over (Trifolium re pens), with occasional black medic (Medicago
lupulina), annual meadow grass (Poa annua} and ger mander speedweli (Veronica chamaedrys).
Rare species included field bindweed (Convolvulus arve reis) dandelian (Taraxacum officina fe
agg.), curled dock (Rumex crispus ) ragw at (Jacob aea vulgaris) with red campion (Sifene dioica)

and white ca mplon (Sikene latifolia) alon gthe grasskand margins.

The secondary code secondary code of ‘108 ~ frequently mown’ was applied t othis habitat type.

A further secondary code 32 - Scattered trees’ was also applied to this habitat parcel.

Scattered trees are discussed separately within section5.2.15

An area araund the northeast and southern peripheries of this grassland was unmanaged and
dominated by tall ruderal species comprising of species dominated by nettle (Urtica dioica ), with
frequent scattered bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg. ), accasi anal dogr ose (Rosa canira), gr ound
ivy (Glecho ma he de racea), with rare hemlock (Conium macuktum), greater burd ock (Arc tum

lappa) and cleaver (Galium aparine).

Therefore, the secondary code '16 — Tall forbs’ was applied t othis habitat parcel.

Figure 2: Area of Modified grassland{A) positioned withinthe northeast ofthe site
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5.28

5.29

Modified Grassiand (B)

The western section of the site was dominated in speciespoor modified grassland, which
accounts for appr oxi mately 0.37ha of th e redlin e boundary (Figure 4) The grassland is regularly
mown and intensively managed for amenity purposes. The majority of this grassland was
scorched the survey visit (due to prdong ed lack of rainfall) with a consistent sward height of
<5cm throughout. Overall species ware dominated by perennial rye grass, with abundant
common daisy. Frequent speci es includ ed less er plantain (Plantago fn ceoh ta) annual meadow
grass, and occasional fals e brom e (Brachy podium syivaticum) creeping butt ercup (Ran unculus
repens), dovesf oot cranesbill, and yarr ow (Achillea millefoium). Rar e speci es included dand elion,
bulb aus buttercup (Banunculus bulbosus), blac k medic, creeping thistl e (Cirsium arvense) wall

bariey (Hordeum murinum), with greater burd ock and common nettle along the margins.

Th esecondary cale ‘32 - Scatt ered trees’ was appli ed to this habitat parc el. Scattered trees are
discuss ed separat dy within section 5.215. A furth e*secondary caleof ‘108 - Frequent iy mawvn’

was aks o appli ed to this habitattype.
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5.210 A small strip tall ruderal species was present along the northwestern boundary. Species
comprised of dominant nettle and rare hemiock. Therefore, the secondary code '16 - Tall forbs'

was applied to this habitat parcel.

e s

Figure 4: Area of Modified grassland (8} positiore dwithin the south we st of the site
Other Broadleaved Woodland (wig —~ 30)

5.2.11 Asmall pocket of woodland, pertaining to alarger area of woodland offsite, was present in the
southeastern boundary corner of the site. The area, totallin g 0.06 1ha, was considered to be in

poor condition with little understorey with no sub-canopy and shrub layer.

5.2.12 Canopy species recorded included elder (Sambucus nigra) leylandi (Cupressus x feylandii),
scots pine (Pinus syivestris), hazel (Corylus aveflana), plum (Prunus domestica), and boxwood
(Buxus sempervirens) Although there was not a dense shrub layer, understory species were
recorded and included rare occurren ces of laurel (Prunus b uro ceras us ) Ground f bra species

recorded only included an abundance of nettle and bare ground.

5.2.13 The secondary code '30 - Semi-natural woodland’ was applied to this habitat parcel.
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Figure 5: Small pocket of woodland within the southeastern corner of the site.
Hedgerows

52.14 Four lines of trees wererecordedacross the site, bordering thered line boundary with one non-
native and ornamental hedgerow (a hedgerow with >20% cover of UK nonnative woody species)
positioned within the centre of the site. Descriptions, including UKHab classifications, of the
hedgerows can be seen In Table 7 below. The locations of the hedgerows can be viewed in the

UKHab Habitat Plan in Appendix 1.

Table 7: Description of hedgerows on site

Dimensions
(Approx.)

HxW xL

H1(33) | Lineoftrees(w | 7mx3mx | Aline of trees present throughout No
-33) 67m the eastern and southeastern corner
of the site. Dominated by hawthorn

(Crataegus monogyna), occasional
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Hedge

Numbenr

(Approx)
HxW xL

Descripton

plum (Prunus domestica), and rare

norway maple (Acer platanoides).

Likely

to

Qualify

*

H2(33)

Line of trees
{w-33)

7m x 3m x
68m

A line of trees situated within the
centre of the site separating two
grassland parcel s. Dominated by
hawthorn, fre quent plum and

occasional em (Uimus spp.).

H3

Non native and
ornamental
hedgerow (h2b)

2mx 0.75m
x10m

Well maintained, short non-hative and
ornamental hedgerow with the centre
of the site. Specie s consisted of an
ornhamental cherry /prunus (Pruius
spp.)

No

HA4 (33)

Line of trees
{w -33)

7m x 2m x

28m

A line of trees along the southern
boundary of the site. Trees were
abundant in lilac (Syringa vulgaris),
fre quent In hawthorn (Cra taegus
monogyna)and plum (Pruius
domestica), occasional elm, dogwood
(Comus sanguinea), hazel (Conryius
awllana), and rare elder (Sambucus

nigra).

No

H5 (33)

Line of trees
{w-33)

8m x 2m x
1im

A line of tree s dominant in leylandii
with asmall, rare occurrence of holly
(lex aquifolium), at the southwe st of
the site.

*Likely to qualify asimpenrtant under Hedge row Regu lations (1997)
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Figure 7:Line of mees (H2 - 33)located throughout the centre of the site.
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Figure 9: A native line of trees (H4 - 33) located throughout the centre of the site.
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Figure 10: A line of leylandii trees IH5 - 33) located throughout the centre of the stite.

Scattered Trees

5.2.15 Scattered trees ranging from young — semi-mature were recorded across the site. Species
Inciuded elder (Sambucus nigra), cherry, horse chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum), plum, ash

(Fraxinus excelsior), and holly.
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Figure 11: Scattered Trees located within areas of tall forbs at the northwestern corner of the site

Buildings (uib5)

5.2.16 Two twostorey buiidings (B1 and B2) were present within the western parcel of the site. The
buildings were in good condition in current active use as a restaurant (Bi) and hotel (B2). Full

building descriptions can be found within section 5.3.

Developed Land - Sealed Surface (uib)

5.2.17 An area of developed land; sealed surface was present pertaining to the car park and access

road onto the site form the Al. These areas comprised of concrete with no vegetation present.

introduced shrub (u - 524, 847)

5.2.18 Three small areas (0.0113ha) of introduced shrub was present within the centre of the site
adjacent to building B2. Two of these parcels included leylandii, elder, garden privet (Ligustrum
owalifolium), and wall cotoneaster (Cotoneaster horizontalis), with a small parcel along the
northern haif of the building consisting of ornamental varieties of barberry (Berberis spp.),

whitebeam (Sorbus sp),dogwood (Cornus spp.), and plum (Prurius do mes tica)
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5.219 The secondary codes ‘524 - Invasive nonnative species' and ‘847 - introduced shrub’ was

applied to this habitat parcel

Figure 12: Introduced shrub southerly adgcent m B2, at the centre of the site.

Invasive Weeds Assessment

5.220 An assessment of the site was made to establish the presence of invasive weeds nduded on

schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countr yside Act 1981 (as amended)

5.221 Astand of wall cot one aster was rec orded within areas of introduced shrub adjacent to building

B2, ass oci ated with ornament al planting.

5.3 Fauna
Breeding Birds
531 The assess ment was undertaken within the breeding bird season. Four species of bird were

recorded s heard on site during the survey including robin (Erithacus rubecula), dunnock

{Prunelia medularis), greenfinch (Chicris chloris), and blackbird (Turdus meruia).

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock — Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 31



5.3.2

5.33

534

5.356

5.36

5.3.7

Woodland, scattered trees, tree lines and hed gerows, provide suitable nesting habitat for
generic passerine birds, including birds of conservation concern sudh as dunno ck (Prunefla

mo dulars).

Buildin gs B1 and B2 were considered unsuitable for breedin g birds given the good condition of
the building, current active use as a restaurant and hotel, and the lack of suitable access points

{such as open sides, led ges, or flat roofs) for bird species upon these buildings.

Based on a review of the habitat types on site and the list of bird species recorded within the
data search, the site is considered to support a limited asse mbla ge of bird species, pertainin g to
generic common species which alsoincludes so me spe cies considered to be of high conservation

concern that are either legally prote cted or UK BAP species.

Bats

The data search returned 17 records of bats, with roost andfor foragng and commuting
behaviour not distin guished. The closest re cords were located 1. 4km south of the site pertainin g

to common pipistrelle, noctule, soprano pipistrelle, and serotine.

Roosting Bats

Broadleaved woodland, scattered trees, and tree lines were present throughout the site and
supported a broadleaved woodland boundary along the western and southern boundary of the
site. Visible trees were assessed and ca te gorised based upon Bat Conservation Trus t guidance
{see Appendix 5), with the woodland, tree lines, and scattered trees within the site boundary
assessed to have negigible suitability to support roostin g bats. Despite the trees bein g mature

in nature, they did not support suitable cracks, fissures or holes to support roostin g bats.

Buildin gs B1 and B2 were assessed to support ‘Low’ suitability to support roosting bats. The
extent of the suitability pertained to loose. slipped, cracked and/or missing roof tiles and lead
flashin g providing crevices for bats to use on an individual and intermittent basis. The main
structural features of the bullding, and their sultability for supporting roostng bats are
summarised below (Table 8), and associated figures can be found with Table 13 in Appendix 9. A

potential roostin g features (PRF) plan has also been included in Appendix 9.
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Table 8: Summary of bat roost suitability and evidence found within each of the buidings/ structures on site

{Supporting Figures within Appendix 8)

Buiding

Moderate |

None

Description

Bat Evidence / potential

Roost

Number ____— e Ticosting Features (PRFS) _Suitability

B1 External: External: Low

Two storey redbrick, actively used

restaurant, with thin rendered finish along | -One roof tile was noted

the ground floor. The building supported a | missing on the southern

double ridged, clay tile roof, and gable end | elevation with the

facing east and west. southeastern corner of the
building (Appendix o

External windows and doors were | Photograph 1).

constructed within uPVC frames which were

flush at the timeof survey.

Internal: Internal:

Theroof space of Building Bi was unable to be | No accessed permitted

accessed at the time of the survey.

External: External:

Building B2 is a current active hotel, | -One broken ridge tile was

consisting of a twostorey red-brick building | noted, at the southern section

with a cream rendered finished. The building | of the building orientated east.

supported wooden framed windows which

were flush at the time of the survey. Two small area of ffted lead
flashing was noted along the
northern aspect of the
building.
Two [fted ridge tiles were
noted at the northwest of the

B2 building along the western Low

aspect

Internal: Internal:

The interior of the building is currently used | No potential roosting

as an active hotel at both the ground and first | features, evidence of

floors. roosting, and/or access points
were identified within the loft

The roof space of the first floor was accessed | void of building B2.

by a series of loft hatches, accessed with a

ladder. The roof space was largely

uncluttered and clean throughout, occasional

hanging wires and lof t insulation. The loft void
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538

5.39

5.3.10

Buiding Bat Evidence / potentfial Roost

Numben Roosting Features (PRFs) Suitability

was lined with timber framing, plaster board

and loft insultation.

Foraging and Commuting Bats

The site supported hardstandin g, buildin gs, and regul a~ car park lighting whi ch was considered
sub optimal fo r foragn g and commuting bats. Easte m are as of the red line bound ary however
pertained to scat ®red trees, treelines, tall forbs, and a small woodland, which were conside red
suitable to support this group of species. Linear features su dhas the hedgerows, tree lines, and
woodland provide connective habitat offsite presenting possible commuting pathways to the
wider environment to the north and east, which is predominantly rural. Overall, the site is

considered to provide ‘Lo w' suit ability habitat for foragng and commutin g bats.

Records reating to certain protected I - - scnsitive in

natu re, andduetotherisk of publc interfe rence are kept confidential. The datasearch retumed
one reco rd

However, the site supported some habitat features such as smal woodland which were
considered conduciveto | e extentof thesite, and thelocation withina rurd
domiated landscape suggest th at this transient species could forage or commute within the

su rrounding environ ment but are not likely depend ant on habitats within the redline boundary.

Great Crested Newts

The data search retumed no reco rds of gre a crested newt (Triturus cristat 1s) within 2.0km of
the site. The site supported tall forbs, a smal woodland and scattered trees whidy were
considered to provide some suitably for the terrestrial phase of this species. However, no
potentially suitable wate rbodies we re present on site or within 250m of the red line bound ary,
as shownon mag ¢ maps. Given thedist ance fromany potentially suitable wate rbody in addition
to the limited ter rest nal habitat onsite, it is conside red highly unlikely that that Great Crested

Newt (GCN) would be present within the site boundary. As a result, this species currently does
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5311

5312

5.3.13

5314

5.3.15

not present a constraint to this plannin gapplication andis no lon ger consid ered withinthescope

of the scope of this report.

Reptiles
The data search returned three records of reptil es within 2.0km of the site, all pertaining to a
grass shak e (Natrix helvetica), with the nearest position ed approximately 1.0km to the east of

thesite.

The habitats on site were considered sub-optimal to support a resident population of reptiles
due to a lack of structural variation within the short intensively managed grassland,
hardstandin g and buildin gs across the sur vey area. However, the tall ruderals (Tall forbs ) along
the northeast of the site may pro vide limited habitat for foragn g and commutin g individuals on

an eplsodic basis, during p eriods that the grassland is not dis turbed by members of the public.

Mammal Species of Principal Iimportance

The NERC Act 2006, Section 41 highlights 17 species of principal importance within En gland.

Western European Hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus)

The habitats on site ware consid ered conducive to supporting Western Europ ean hed gehog.
Habitats including the tree lines, tall forbs, small woodland, and scattered trees pro vide suitable
foragng, refuge and commuting habitats for this species, and may also be suitable for

hibernatin g hed gehogs.

Otter

The data search returned no records of otter within 2.0km of th e site. A small ditch was noted
within the 30m zone of influence of the red line boundary, approximately 20m, offsite to the
south. The ditch, known as ‘Cat Ditch' was unable to be accessed durin g the initial site visit, due
to health and safety concerns and access permissions. Howe ver, the ditch could be considered
to pro vide potentially suitable habitat for this species, and the adjacent habitats includin g tree
ines surrounding the stream provides a suitable potential habitat for holts and couches.
Furth er more, thes e adjac ent habitats are not within th e red line boundary and | ead away from
thesite to the southeast, with existin g adjac ent habitat onsit e p ertainin g to the hardstanding car
park. Therefore, it is considered possible that otter could be pr esent within this ditch and the
surrounding habitat offsite, however otter are unlikely to be present within the red line

boundary itself due to lack of suitable onsite habitat.
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Water Vole

5.3.16 Thedatasearchreturned no current records of water vole (Arvicola amphibius)within2.0km of
the site. However, one historic record dated from 1993 was noted 1i.8km northwest of the site
boundary. The ditch, 20m south of the site, known as ‘Cat Ditch’ was unable to be accessed
during theinitial site visit, due to health and safetyconcerns and access permissions. However,
the ditch could be considered to provide potentially suitable habitat for this species. Suitable
habitatfor these species was notpresent withinthe south of the red line boundary, whichis 20m

from this ditch and pertained only of a hard standing car park.

5.3.17 Therefore, it is considered possible that water vole could be present within this ditch and the
surrounding habitat offsite within the wider landscape, however water vole are unlikely to be

present within the red line boundary itself due to lack of sultable onsite habltat.
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6.1

611

6.21

6.22

6.3

6.3.1

6.32

6.3.3

Evaluation

Development Proposals

The site is the subje ct of the full planning appli cation for the partial site clearan ce to facilitate the
development of hotelexten sion pro viding anaddi tional 568 newunits, with asso d ated car parking

and lands caping. Design plans are provided within Appendix 6 of this report.

Desk Study Impacts

Direct impaas on nearby desighated sites as a result of the proposed development are
considered unlikely. The site supports habitats of low value, namely hardstanding, building s
modified grassl and, tall forb s, scattered trees and ornament al hedgerow. One desighated site,
Stotfold Mill Meadows Local Nature Reserve (LNR) was present 1.5km south from the site.
However, due to the scope and small scale of the initial propos as set out for the site (Appendix
8) it is considered that the extent of the development proposals is contained within the site
boundary. Therefore, any direct andjor indirect impacts to nearby designated sites are

considered highly unlikely.

The si te fies within an Impact Risk Zone (IR2) for Sou thill Lake and Wood Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI), however, the proposed development is not an infrastructure project and

therefore does no tmeet the criteria for the IRZ. As such no further action is required.

Habitats

The habitats on site have been evaluated as having ‘Site’ value in relation to the immediate

surroundings and a regional context.

The site was dominated by hardstanding, building and modified grassland. Small areas of tall
forbs were no ted around the peripheries of the northern and eastern boundary, with a series
of scattered trees and tree lines. The two areas mo dified grassland, and tall forbs are to be
partially remo ved by the proposals, to facilitate the car park extension and, as outlined within

Appendix 6.

In England, Biodi versty Net Gain (BNG) is mandatory from Februa ry 2024 under Schedule 7A of
the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, asinserted by Schedule 14 of the Environment Act.
Therefore, the site must undergo a Biodiver sity Net Gain assessment, further details of which

are pro videdin Chapter 7.
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6.3.4

6.4

641

6.5.1

6.5.2

6.5.3

661

Although not present onsite, a ditch, known as ‘Cat ditch’, was 20m south of the red line
boundary. Directimpacts to this offsiteditch, as aresult of the development are not anticipated,
however indirect impacts to this offsite habitat could occur through dust and pollution during
the construction phase. As a result, Chapter 7 also provides recommendations relating to the

need for appropriate protection measures for nearby offsite habitats.

Invasive Weeds

Schedule 9 species, wall cotoneasterwenre observed throughout site, as part of the ornamental
planting. The spread of these species into the ‘wild’ (deemed to be outside the site boundary)
should be prevented and controlled. Chapter 7 provides recommendations pertaining to the

removal and control of wall cotoneasterfrom thesite.

Breeding Birds

All wild birds, their eggs and nests are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
(as amended} which makes it an offence to intentlonally klll, injure, or take any wild bird whilst
nesting, or take, damage or destroy the nest of any such bird while in use or being built. In
addition, species listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 or their dependant

young are afforded additional protection from disturbance whilst they are at their nests.

The vegetation on site was considered to provide suitable nesting and foraging habitat for
common bird species. The woodland and scattered trees onsite, suitable for nesting birds, are
to be retained as a result of the proposals, with only the partial removal of modified grassland,
tree line, and tall forbs. These habitats on site are of low value and locally frequent, as such the
impact of the loss of these habitats is short term and can be offset through postconstruction

landscaping.

However, in the absence of mitigation direct or indirect impacts on individual birds, their young,
eggs and habitats could occur during site clearance. Chapter 7 provides recommendations
relating to the need for precautionary working methods to safeguanrd this species group during

vegetation clearance.

Bats

All bats in the United Kingdom and their habitats are fully protected under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), and the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations

2017 (as amended). It is an offence to damage or destroy any bat roost, intentionally or

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock — Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 38



662

663

664

665

6.7

67.1

recklessly obstruct a bat roost, ddiberately, intentionally or recklessly disturb a bat or

intenti onally kill, injur e or take any bat.

Roosting Bats
Scattered trees on site wa e not consider ed suitabl e t o supp at roostin g bats. This woodland,
scattered trees and the majority of treelines are also to be retained prgos ed as part of the

schane.

How ever, buildin g B1 and B2 wa e identified as having ‘L ow’ suitability to supp at roosting bats
due to the presence of PRFs within the building’s external roof features. The prgpos ed plans
show the full ret ention of building Bi and as a result, impa cts to roosting bats upon this building
are consid ered negligible, und er the current pr ¢p csals (Appendix 6). However, building B2, as a
current active hatel, is subject to a furth er building extensian with alteration to the existing
buildin g and roof structure If the devdopment was to continue as planned, it may lead to the
destruction of a roosting site of a pra ect ed species, and increas ed disturbanc e, injury or harm

to individual bats and/or theiryaun g.

The recommendations section of this report sets out important guidance on further survey
measures for this spedes group and measures to support its conservation status through

ec dogical enhancement.

Foraging and Commuting Bats

The linear features provided by woodland edge, scattered trees and tree lines could act as
commuting ines for bat species, however the hardstandin g buildin gs and existing car parkin g
lighting reduces the likdih ood for foraging and commuting bats withinthesite. As such, the site
was considered to provide ‘Low’ suitability for foraging and commuting bats. Thergore, no
further surveys for foragng and commuting bats are consid ered necessary, however a
sensitiv e li ghtin g scheme should be implenented to ensure that further ext ernal lighting does

not caus elight spill onto adjacent habitats, as outlin ed within Chapter 7.

Underth e Protection of -Act 1992, in England and Wales it is an off enc e to wilfully kill,

injure, disturb or _or1 intentionally or rec kessly dama ge, destr oy, or obstruct

access toany pore [N
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6.7.2

6.7.3

6.8.1

6.8.2

6.8.3

6.9.1

6.9.2

6.10

6.10.1

There was no _within zone of influence, however the rural location of

the site suggest tha (il oc present in the wider environment and could forage and

commutethrough the red line boundary on an intermittent basis.

Chapter 7 sets out important guidance on measures to avoid impacts on this species and

measures to support Its conservation status.

Reptiles
Reptiles are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) making it illegal

tointentionally kill or injure reptiles.

No evidence of reptiles was recorded during the survey. Suitable habitat for reptiles is limited to
the tall forbs around the peripheries of the site which are to be removed under the proposed
development. The modified grassland that comprises the majority of the site, due to its well-
managed nature, is suboptimal for supporting residentreptilepopulations. Any impact onreptile
as a result of the proposed development will therefore likely be limited to occurrences of

individual reptile utilising the site incidentally during the construction phase.

Chapter 7 provides important guidance on measures to avoid impacts to this species and

measures to support its conservation status.

Mammal Species of Prindpal Importance

The NERC Act 20086, Section 41 highlights 17 species of principal importance within England. This

includes sevenral species of bat, however these have been addressed in section 6.6.

Western Euwrropean Hedgehog

The habitats on site were considered conducive to supporting Western European hedgehog.
Habitats including the tree lines, small woodland, tall forbs and scattered trees, provide suitable
foraging, refuge and commuting habitats for this species. Chapter 7 provides
recommendations aimed at safeguarding this species during construction, and measures to

facilitate their use of the site post-development.

Ottenr

Otters are fully protected under Schedules 5 & 8 of the Wildiife & Countryside Act 1981 (as

amended).
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6102

6.10.3

6.11

6111

61i2

6113

6.11.4

Suitable habitat pertaining to an offsite ditch was present, 20m south of the red line bounda ry
site, with conne cti on to suitable habitats within the wider landscape leading away fr om the site
boundary. It is conside red unlikely that the proposals would result in direct impacts to ctter
and/or habitat suitable for this spe cies. Howeven, indirect impacts such as dus t and pollutioninto

the watercou rse may ocour du nin g constru ction works.

Chapter 7 sets out recanmendations for precautionary prote ction measures to ensure that
potential otter habitat is prote cted against indirect impacts such as dust and pollution of the

watercourse.

Water Vole

Water vole are fully prate cted under Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as

amended).

Suitable habitat pertaining to an offsite ditch was present, 20m south of the red line boundary
site, with conne cti on t o suitable habitats within the wider landscape leading away from the site

boundary.

It is conside red unlikely that the prop osals would result in direct impacts to water vole and/or
habitat suitable for this spe des. However, indirec impacts such as dust and pollution into the

watercou rsemay ocaur dunn g const ru ¢ti on works.

Chapter 7 sets out recanmendations for precautionary protection measures to ensure that
water vole habitat is pr ate cted against indirect impacts such as dust and pollution of within the

watercourse.

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock — Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 44



7.1.1

7.1.2

Recommendations

The site should be the subject to further reasonable avoidance measures which should be

detailed and implemented during the constru ction phase of the proposed develop ment.

This survey can be used to guide the Master Plan layout to ensure that miti gation is employed to

retain and enhan celo cal biodiversity where possible. Efforts should be madeto support National

and Lo cal Biodiversity Action Plans, achieve a 10% Biodiversity Net Gain Post develop ment and

seek opportunities to incorporate ecolo gcal enhan cements within the proposed development

as detailed within the National Planning Policy Framework (February 2025), which seeks

biodiversity enhancements throu gh the plannin g pro cess, and the Environment A ct 2021.

Habitats

Recommendations

The site should be subjected to a Biodiversity impact Assessment to
ascertain habitat value and number of post development units to

achieve a minimum mandatory 10% net gain.

During design stage

A Construction and Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) for
biodiversity should be implemented and secured by condition of
consent, to safeguard offsite habitats such as the ditch 20m south of
the redline boundary.

During construction

Enhancement Prescriptions

Soft landscaping proposals should seek to include areas of open space
to be enhanced with native planting for the benefit of biodiversity.
guided by a biodiversity impact assessment to achieve a minimum 10%

net gain.

During design stage
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7.3 Breeding Birds

Breeding Birds Timing

Recommendations

Trees, tree lines. and hedgerows on site provide suitable habitat for | Wo rksoutside of the br eeding
breedng bir ds. season (Oct-F eb)

Given their protec tion, dev elo pm ent must be sym pathetic to the value | Iif unachievate,follow steps in
of this habitat and potential impacts on breedng birds, their eggs. | recommendation.

nests and young. Th e br eeding bird season is generally accepted as
being between March and September. Consideration and
implementation must be given to the following options most
appropriate to the scheme.

a) Undertake vegetation clearance betweenthe months of October

and February where possible.

b) Clearance betw een th e months of March and Sept enber should
besubjected to a search for active birds' nests 24 hoursprior to
commenc enen tof works.

Enhancement Prescriptions

Soft lan dsca ping proposals should seek toinclude areas of openspace | During design stage
to be enhanced with native planting for the benefit of bio dversity,
guide d by a biodiversity impact assessment.

Three Woodstone Estela House Sparrow Nest Box f{or similar | During construction
approved) should be erected onto or integrated into the fabric of the
new hotel buildng. at a minimum height of 2-3m, out of dir ect sunlight,
facing ina north - easterly drection.

Two Swift Woo dstone Buld-In Swift boxes, could also be or integrated
into thefabric of the new hotel building, ata minimum heig ht of 2-3m (or
three courses below the apex), out of drect sunlight, facing in anorth
— easterlydirection.
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7.4 Roosting Bats

Roosting Bats Timing

Recommendations

Building B4 and B2 was assessed to hold ‘Low’ suitability for roosting
bats.

Building B1 is due tobe retained and unimpacted by the propos ds, and

there fore no further survey would be required upon this building.

Therefore,
recommended uwpon buiding B2, which could be mpacted by the
develop ment.

one further presencefikely absence surveys are

If evidence of roosting bats is found. then survey results will (be
ncre ased to three visits) inform a license from Natur alEngland.

Low Suit ability Buildings: One
survey between
August.

May -

Surveys to be carried out in
suitable weather conditions
and

required prior to

determinaion of application.

Retained trees/uildings wih sukablity should have
disturbance prevented by employing asensitive ig hting scheme dunring

indirect

construction works, and artificial security lighting should not be
installed post constructionina way which directs lighting towards the
notable trees (Appendix 1).

Dur ing and post development

Enhancement Prescriptions

Two Beaum aris b at bo xes could be erected onto the external fabric of
new building, positioned on a south-western elev aion at a heig ht of at
le ast Smetres with an unobstructed flight path.

During construction
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7.5

Foraging and Commuting Bats

Recommendations

Foraging and Commuting Bats Timing

The extent of disturbance to foraging and commuting bats within the
area should be rediced where possible by employing a sensitive
lighting scheme during construction works, and artificial security
lighti ng should no tb eins taled pos tconstruction in away whic hdirec ts
lighting towards the hedge bound aries andmature trees.

If lighting is required, a scheme should be devised and positioned to
hav e minimal disturbanc e following the guidance of an ecologist. Any
lighting used during the development should be directed away from the
nor th-western boundary with overspill less than 1lux (ideally 0) onto
suitable habitats.

During and post development

Enhancement Prescriptions

Soft landscaping proposals should seek to incorporate natv e tree and
shrub species wherever possible, which are beneficial to native
inv ent ebrate species, th e primary component of UK bat species’ diets.
Planting should consider species that attract nightflying ins ec ts such
as nightscented stock (Matthiola longipetala) and evening primrose
(Cerotherabiennis)

During design stage
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e

Recommendations

Appropriate precautions should be employed before and during
construction works to prevent harmto this protected species.

a) APreworks check of the site shouldbe undertak en withinthree
months prior to the onset of constr uction related activities.

b) Any exposed e xcavations to be left overnight are to be covered
at the end of each working day or include a means of escape for
any fallen animals (e.g. a scaffolding plark). Any temporarily

exposed open pipes are to be capped to_gaining

access.

o N - <countered

during the construct bn phase, all works should cease, and the
advice of a suitably qualified ecologjst shouldbe so ught

Enhancement Prescriptions

Pre and during development

Soft landscaping proposals shoud include areas of open grassland
planted with native fr Lit bearing species.

During design stage
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7.7 Reptles

Reptiles Timing

Recommendations

The following reasonable avoidance measures should be followed

during the construction phase to prevent reptiles colonising any

potential habitat incidentally created by spoil, open trenches or
arisings.

—  Any tall grass, ruderal, or tall forb vegetation to be directionally
strimmed in atwo-phase process during the active season (March
—October)toallow for any potential herptiles to disperse, the first
cut to reduce the height to 30cm, then the second cut to 10-15cm.

—  Allmaterials tobestored off the ground (for example on pallets) to
minimise the likelihood of herptiles accessing them for refugia.

—  Allspoil/waste materials tobe removed from siteat the end of each
working day (or stored in a skip).

If any evidence of reptiles is uncovered during development works.

then works should cease and the advice of an ecologist sought.

Enhancement Prescriptions

During active reptile season
between March - September
in conditions where reptiles

are most active.

Use of native shrubs in soft landscaping proposals willprovide benefits

on site for native fauna post-development.

During design stage
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7.8 Mammal Specdies of Principal Importance

Mammal Species of Principal Importance

Timing

Recommendations

Hedgehogs may usethe site for foraging or commuting purposes.

The recommended reasonable avoidance measures should be

followed:

* Any temporarily exposed open pipes are to be capped to
prevent hedgehogs or brown hare gaining access.

- Undertake works during daylight hours.
The vegetation should be checked prior toremoval.

- Search areas of deadwood, brash, and discarded items by
hand before removing.

= If burning any cleared vegetation, carry out immediately after
piling to prevent hedgehogs moving in prior to burning.

= Any exposed excavations to be left overnight are to be
covered at the end of eachworking day, or include a means of
escape for any fallen animals(e.g., a scaffolding plank).

During clearance

development

and

Enhancement Prescriptions

The inclusion of ‘hedgehog highways’ should be implemented into the
design of the proposed gardens whereby a 13cm x 13cm hold should
be cut into the base of fences creating a corridor across the site for
hedgehogs.

During design stage
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7.9 Otter

Recommendations

The proposed development has the potential to indirectly negatively
impact otter that may be utilising the watercourse 20m from the site.

Details on the exact extent of construction area of the proposed
development are not available at this stage, howevenr:

. Where possible, a 10m buffer should be established between | Preconstruction,
construction activities associated with the proposed | appropriately
development and the adjacent watercourses. This will naturally | planning condition
be achieved given the red line boundary is 20m from the
watercourse.

- Watercourses should also be protected during construction
works to avoid harm/disturbance to this species. Measures to
achieve this should be outlined within a Construction
Environmental Management Plan (CEMP). The CEMP should
include dust and pollution prevention measures to ensure

indirect impacts to potential otter habitatare mitigated.

as an

wonrded
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7.10 Watenr vole

Water vole Timing

Recommendations

The proposed development has the potential to indirectly impact water
vole that may be utilising the watercourse 20m from the site.

Details on the exact extent of construction area of the proposed

development are not available at this stage, however:

- Where possible, a 20m buffer should be established between | Preconstruction,
construction activities associated with the proposed | appropriately
development and the adjacent watercourses. This will naturally | planning condition
be achieved given the red line boundary is 20m from the
watercourse.

: Watercourses should also be protected during construction
works to avoid harm/disturbance to this species. Measures to
achieve this should be outlined within a Construction
Environmental Management Plan (CEMP). The CEMP should
include dust and pollution prevention measures to ensure

indirect impacts to potential water vole habitatare mitigated.

as an

wonrded
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7.11 Invasive species

Invasive Species - Wall Cotoneaster Timing

Recommendations

Wall cotoneaster should be controlled / removed and disposed of

appropriately by a specialist and suitably qualified contractor

During site clearance and

development.
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Appendix 2 — Plant Species List

Table 9: Plant Species List with BAFOR Scale

Scientific nomenclature follows Stace(201@) for vascular plant species and common names follow BSBI List of British &
Irish Vascular Plants ane Stoneworts.

Please note that this plant species list was generated as part of aUKHale survey ane does not constitute a ful sotanical
survey.

Abuneance was estimated using the BAFOR scale as follows:

® = dominant, A = abunedant, F = frequent, O =oc¢casional, R =rare, LF = locally frequent

Common Name Scientific Name Estimated
Abundance
(DAFOR)

Annual Meadow Grass Poa annua F
Black Medic Medicago lupulina R
Boxwood Buxus sempenrvirens R
Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. R
Bulbous Buttercup Ranuncufus bulbosus R
Common Daisy Bellis perennis A
Common Nettle Untica dioica R
Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens (o]
Creeping Thistle Cirsium arvense R
Dandelion Taraxacum officinale agg. R
Dogwood Cornus sanguinea (o]
Dovesfoot Cranesbill Geranium molie o}
Elder Sambucus nigra R
Elm Ulmusspp. (o]
False Brome Brachypodium sylvaticum o
Greater Burdock Arctium lappa R
Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna LF
Hazel Corylus avellana o
Holly Hex aqquifolium R
Laurel Prunuslaurocerasus R
Lesser Plantain Piantago fanceolata (o]
Leylandii Cupressus x feylandii LF
Lilac Synringa vulganis LF
Norway Maple Acenr platanoides R
Ornamental Prunus Prunusspp. R
Perennial Rye Grass Lolium perenne D
Plum Prunus domestica LF
Scots Pine Pinus sylvestris R
wallBarley Hoardeum murinum R
Yarrow Achillea milfefolium o

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock — Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 53



Appendix 3 - General References

Bell, S. McGillivar y, D. (2006) Environmen tal Law. 6th ed. Oxford University Press.

Bri ght PW, Morris P A and Mitchel hbon es A {200 6) Dor mous e Cons ervation Handbook 2nd Edition. English
Na ture, Peterborou gh.

British Standards Institution (2023} BS 42020: Biodiversity - Code of practice for planning and
development, British Standards Institution London

Byron, H (2000) Biodiv ersity and Environm en tal Impact Ass essment: A Good Practice Guide for Road
Schemes. The RSPB, WWF-UK, En gdish Nature and the Wildlife Trusts, Sand y.

CIEEM (2024 ) Guid din es on Ealo g cal Report Writin g Chartered Institute of Ecolo gy and Environmen tal
Mana gement, Win ches ter.

CIEEM (2017) Guidelines for Preliminar y Ecolo gcal Appraisal, 2nd edition. Chartered Ins titute of Ecology
and Environmental Maragemen t, Windhes ter.

Collins, J. (ed.) (2023) Bat Surv eys for Prof essional Ecolo gs ts: Good Practice Guid din es, (4th edition). Bat
Conserva tion Trus t, London. ISBN-978-1 -7395126-06

Defra (2007) Hedgerow Survey Handbook ; A standard procedure for local surveys in the UK. Defra,
London.

Gibert G, Gibbons DW, Evans J. (1998} Bird Monitoring Methods : Breedin g Bird Surv ey (pa ges 389-393).
RSPB.

Harris S, Cresswell P and Jefferies D (1989). || INENENGNGgGEEG

Langton T, Beckett C and Foster J (2001) Great Crested Newt Conservation Handbook. Froglife,
Halesworth.

Mitchelldlones A. J McLeish, A P. (2004) Bat Workers Manual (3rd Edition) Joint Nature Conserva tion
Committee.

Mitchel hlon es A. J Bat Mitigation Guid dines 2004. English Nature.

OdhamR.S,, Keeble J., Swan M.J. S. & Jeff co te M. (2000). Evaluatin g th e suitabili ty of habita t forthe Great
Cr ested New t (Triturus cristatus ). Hapetolo gcal Journal 10 (4 ), 143-155.

Rodwell, J.S. Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC). National Ve geta tion Classifi cation: Users’
handbook (2006). UJNCC.

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock — Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 54



Shawyenr, C. R. (2011}. Barn Owl Tyto alba Survey Methodology and Techniques for use in Ecological
Assessment: Developing Best Practice in Survey and Reporting. [EEM, Winchester.

Strachan R. MoorHouse T, and Gelling M (2011) Water Vole Conservation Handbook.(3rd Edition} Wildlife
Conservation Research Unit.

Rose, F. (20086). The Wild Flower Key (Revised edition). Penguin books Itd, London

Stace, C. (2010). Field Flora of the British Isles. Cambridge University Press

Sutherland, W.J. {1998) Ecological Census Techniques. Cambridge University Press.

Traweek, J. (1999) Ecological Impact Assessment. Blackwell Science.

UKHab Ltd (2028) UK Habitat Classification Version 2.0 (at https://www.ukhab.org)

Williams, C. (2010) Biodiversity for Low and Zero Carbon Buildings, A Technical Guide for New Build. Riba
Publishing.

Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government (2024) National Planning Policy Framework

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock — Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 55



Appendix 4 - Legislation, Policy and
Guidance

Articles of British wildlife and countryside legislation, policy guidance and both Local and National
Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPs) are referred to. The articles of legislation are:

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)

— The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended)
— Department for Communities and Local Government. National Planning Policy Framework. (2024)
— EC Council Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds 79/409/EEC

— TheProtection of -Act 1992

—  The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (including National and Local Biodiversity

Action Plan (LBAP / HP!))
— Hedgerow Regulations 1997
— TheEnvironmentAct 2021

— Townand Country Planning Act 1990
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Appendix 5 - Legislation, Guidance and
Methodology

Breeding Birds

All nestin g birds are protected under the Wildlife and Count ryside Act 19841, whic h makes it an offence
to intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird or take, damage or dest roy its nest w hilst in use or being
built, or take or destroy its eggs. In addition, for species listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 it is an offence to intentionally or recklessly cause distu rbance at, on or near an

‘active' nest.

The bird breeding season is typically accepted to start in February/March and continue throu gh until
September/Octobe r, howe ve r breedin g birds can be found all ye ar round dependin g on t he gj ven species

and climatic conditions.

A sites habitat composition, locality, association to designated sites as well as current usage and
management are al conside red in the decision as to whether further bird related surveys are required.
In addition, surveys may be recommended based on incidental bird records collected during a
Preliminary Ecolo gical App raisal, species Identified witHn an ecological data search or target species

listed within a local bio d ve rsity action plan.
Birdsurveys are carried out inacco rdance with:
- Gilbert G, Gibbons DW, Evans J. {1998) Bi rd Monito rin g Methods. RSPB.

Bats

Roosting Bats

All bats in t he United Kingdom and their habitats are fully protected under the Wildlife and Count ryside
Act 1981 {as amended), and the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) It
is an offence to damage or destroy any bat roost, intentionally or recklessly obstruct a bat roost,

delibe rately, intentionally or recklessly disturb a bat or intentiondly kill, inju re or take any bat.

Areas of concern; can be encountered in many types of structure and care should t he refo re be taken

when undert &in g maintenance or demolition of suitable structu res and trees.
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Site assess ments of buildings, commuting and foraging habitat and trees are undertaken in accordance

with:

—  Collins, J. (ed.) (2023) Bat Surve ys for Professional Ecolo gists: Good Practice Guidelines, {4th

edition). Bat Conservation Trust, London. ISBN-978-1-7395126-0-6(Table 10, Table 11 and Table 12).

Preliminary Ecological Surveys look for evidence of bat presence such as feeding remains, bat
droppings, roosting individuals and staining around potential access points. The suitability of site

features are also assessed because absenc e of bat evidence, is not confir mation of a negativ e result.

Within trees, features seardhed for include; natural holes, woodpecker holes, cracks/splits in major
limbs, loose bark, hollows, and dense cover of ivy over the tree. If eviden ce is found, or a building
supports features conducive to supportin g roostin g bats then further presen ce / absence bat surveys

and/or roost characterisation surve ys will be recommended.

Foraging and Commuting bats

Habitat features on site are assessed for their suitability to support foraging and commuting bat
populations. This assess mentis independent from the suitabilit y of the site to supportroostin g bats, and
provides information on the likeliness of bat foraging activity within the local environment, and the
dependence of individuals on these features for commuting to alternative roosting sites, foraging and

migration.

Table 1@ Guiddine for assessingthe suitabiityof a struct ure tosupportroosting habit &t amen ded from Coliins, J (2023}

Category Description of Roosting Habitat Number of additional

presence / absence surveys

required

None No habitat features onsite likely tobe usedby roosting | None
b ats at any time of ye ar (complete absence of potenti al
roosting features)

Negligible Suit able cavities may exXist, but these are less than | None
Suit ability ideal. Uncertanty remadns as bats can use these
features on occasion.

Low Suitability A structure withone or more potenti droost sitesthat | One survey between May and
couldbe us ed by individu al bats opportunistically. The | August

feature and surrounding habitat do not provide
enoug h shdter, conditions* space for larg er roost
typessuch as a m aternity or hibernation roost.

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock — Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 58



Categonry

Moderate
Suitability

Description of Roosting Habitat

A structure considered to have oneor more potential
roost sites that could be used by bats due to their size,
shelter, protection, conditions* and surrounding
habitat but are unlikely to support a roost of high
conservation status (With regard toroosttype only —
assessments are made irrespective of species
conservation status, which is established after

presence is confirmed),

Number of additional

presence / absence surveys

required

Two surveys between May and
September (with at least one
survey undertaken between May
and August). Surveys should be
spaced at least 3 weeks apart,

High Suitability

A structure with one or more potentialroost sites that
are obviously suitable for use by larger numbers of
bats on amoreregular basis and potentially for longer
periods of time due to their size, shelter, protection,
conditions* and surrounding habitat.

Confirmed

This category is where positive evidence of bats has
been recorded. For example, bats are found; bat
droppings may be present at a suitable location for
roosting bats: existing bat records may be associated
withthe structure.

Three surveys between May and
September (with at least two
surveys undertaken between May
and August). Surveys should be

spaced at least 3 weeks apart.

~ In this centext conditions refers te the level of disturieance, light, height ceseve greund, temperature, ane humidity etc

Table 11: Guideline fer assessing the suitawiity ef a tree te support recsting habitat amended from Coliing, J (2023)

INITIAL STAGE (Site scoping/PEA/PRA)

Categonry

Description

Survey effort to establish the

presence/absence of bats

PRF-1

PRF only suitable for individual bats or small
numbers of bats due to size or lack of suitable

surrounding habitats

NONE Either no PRFS in the tree or unlikely to beany | None

FAR Further assessment required to establish if | Ground Level Tree Assessment (GLTA) to
PRFs are present in the tree further assess suitability

PRF A tree with at least one PRF present Ground Level Tree Assessment (GLTA) to

further assess suitability

DETAILED STAGE (PEA/PRA/GLTA)

None - precautionary method of works
for removal and provision of roosting

compensation
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INITIAL STAGE (Site scoping/PEA/PRA)

Categonry Description Survey effort to establish the

presence/absence of bats

PRF -M PRF suitable for multiple bas and may | Three Climbing irspection surveys for
therefore beused by a mater nity colo ny features to be undertaken May to
September with at least 2 May to August.
Surveys should be 3 weeks apart.

If climbing and inspec tion not possible, 3
dusk emergence surveys with NVA s(Night
Vision Aids) to be undertaken May to to
September with at least 2 M ay to August.
Surveys should be 3 weeks apart.

Should a maternity colony be confirmed
less invasive methads, such as dusk
emergence survey with NVAs should

em ployed.
Known ro ost Kn own roost present through local records, | Three Climbing irspection surveys for
evidence, sightings, etc feaures to be undertaken May to

September with at least 2 May to August.
Sur veys should be 3 weeks apart.

If climbing and inspection not possible, 3
dusk emergence surveys with NV As (Night
Vision Aids) to be undertaken May to to
September with at least 2 May to August.
Sur veys should be 3 weeks apart,

Should a maternity colony be confirmed
less invasive methods, such as dusk
emergence surwey with NVAs should
em ployed.

Table 12: Potential suitalwiity of foraging ane commuting haleitat within en application eouneary. Features shoulel lee
as<e s<e o following th s guiele anel pro fesdonal ju dge ment. Adiaptes from Collins, J (2023)

Category Descnription of commuting and foraging habitat Sunvey effont to establish the vaue

of commuting and forag ng habitat**

Negligible Negligible habit & fe atures on site likely to be used by | None
Suitability commuti ng or for aging bats.

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock — Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 60



Description of commuting amnxi foraging habitat

Survey effort to establish the value

of commuting and foraging habitat**

Low Habitat which could be used by low numbers of | Nighttime bat walk (NBW) survey:
Suitability commuting bats such as an isolated gappy hedgerow, | One survey visit per active season (Spring
or an unvegetated stream unconnected to suitable | — Aprid/May, Summer (June/July/August) —
habitat in the wider environment, autumn — Septemben/October).
AND
Suitable, yet isolated habitat that could be used by | Static automated surveys:
foraging bats such as individuatl trees, or a patch of | Data to be collected over a five-night
scrub. period, per season. (Spring — Apnil/May,
Summer (June/July/August) — autumn —
Septembenr/October).
Moderate Continuous habitat connected to the wider landscape | Nighttime bat walk (NBW) survey:
Suitability that could be used by commuting bats, notably tree | Onesurvey visit per active season(Spring
lines, hedgerows or linked backgardens. — April/May, Summer (June/July/August) —
autumn — Septembenr/October).
Habitat that is connected to the widerlandscape which | AND
could be used by batsfor foraging such astrees, open | Static automated surveys:
watenr, scrub or grassland. Data to be collected over a five-night
period, per month (April to Octoben)
High Continuous, High-quality habitatthat iswellconnected | Nighttime bat walk (NBW) survey:
Suitability to the wider landscape which is considered to be | Onesurvey visit per active season(Spring
highly conducive to commuting bats including river | — April/May, Summer (June/July/August) —
valleys, stream, hedgerows, and woodland edge. autumn — Septembenr/October).
AND
High-quality habitat that is well connectedto the wider | Static automated surveys:
landscape that is likely to be used regularly by | Data to be collected over a fivenight
foraging bats such as broadleaved woodland, tree | period, per month (April to October)
lined watercourses, and grazed parkland.
Site is close to and connectedto known roosts.

** This is only a guide for survey effort required, the complexity of the site and the proposed disturbance / loss of
features will determine the extent of works required on 2 site by site basis

- < protected under the Protection of - Act 1992. It is illegal to wilfully Kill, injure, disturb
or tak- orattemptto do so anditis anoffenceto intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy,

or obstruct access toany part of -

Siteassessments are undertaken in accordance with:

-~ Harris §,Cresswel P and Jefferies D (1989). surveying |||}

During the PEA, the site and the 30-metre zone of Influence considered forthis species are searched for

evidence_The surveyor will identify evidence of activity, or habitat suitability for this
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protected species. Even If no _ctivity is found, if bcal conditions suggest that the

habitatmay be _urthe r surveys will be recommended.

Amphibians
The great crested newt and natterjck toad are fully prote cded under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981. Thelegislation prote cts these amphibians and their pla ce of shelter or protection

which may extend 500mf romthe breeding pond.

Great Crested Newt (Triturus cristatus)

The great crested newt, is fully protected under the Conservation of Habitat Regulations 2017 (as
amended) making it an offence to intentionally or recklessly kill, injure, disturb or take great crested
newts, intentionally or recklessly damage destroy or obst ru ct access to any pla ceused by the animalfor

shelte r or prote ction.

The legislation protects these amphibians and their pla ce of shelter or prote ction which may extend
S00m from the breeding pond. Sites should be conside red suitable to support great crested newts if
dist nbution and historical re co rds suggest newts may be present, there is a pond within 500m of the

development or thedevelop ment site indudes suitable terrestrial habitat refuges.
Great crested newt site assess ments are unde rtaken in accordance with:

— English Nature. (2001) Great C rested Newt Mitigation Guidelines. English Nature, Pete rbo rough.
and

- langton T, Bedkett C and Foster J (2001 ) Great Crested Newt Conse rvation Handbook. F roglife,
Haleswo rth.

Prio rto a site visit, a desk study pond search isunde rtaken. When searching for ponds, Brindle & Green

apply a total of 4 sources to establish their location. The following online sources are used:

— OS MAPPING VIAEMAPSITE

GOOGLEEARTH PRO,

GOOGLE MAPSand

- MAGIC MAPS
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Each identified pond (Access permitting) is subjected to a Habitat Sutabity Index (HSI) assessment
providing ascore for each pond. This surve y should be undertakendur ing the summer period to be fully

accurate, however assumptions can be made out of season to gu ide survey reco mmendat ons.

Reptiles
Two species of reptie, the sand lizard and smooth snake, and their habtats are fully protected under
Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. All other native British repties are protected

againstintentional kiling and injury.

Briish reptiles are found inexposed, und isturbed areas, such as areas w thout cultivat ion with differ ing
areas of grassland sward length. Suitable areas include abandoned sand quarr s, fallow far mland land,
heathland, pos t-industrial land, ralway corridors etc. If these types of suitable features are foundthen

further reptie surve ysare recommended.

— Edgar P, Foster J and Ba ker J (2010} Rept ie Habitat Management Handbook. Amphibian and Reptie
Conservat on, Bourne mouth.

— Gent T and Gibson S (2003) Herpetofauna Workers Manual. INCC, Peterborough.

Otter (Lutra lutra)

Otters are fully protected as a European Protected Species (EPS) under the Habitat Regula tions 2017 (as
amended)and are also listed under Schedule 5and 6 of the Wildlife & Countr yside Act 1981 (as amended)
Their legal protect bns make it an offence to, recklessly or intentionally, capture, kill disturb or injure
otters, to damage or destroy a breeding or resting place (holt), to obstruct access to a place of rest or

shelter and to possess, sell control or transport live or dead otters or parts thereof.

Habitat assessments for otters were informed by:

—  Chanin P (2003b) Monitoring the Otter Lutra lutra. Conserving Natura 2000 Rivers Monitoring
Series No 10
Otters have been recorded utilising almostever y type of waterbod y and watercourse in the UK including
rivers, streams, canals, lakes and ponds and although most populations in England and Wales are usually
restricted to freshwater, coastal populations are present in Scotland. They will also use small streams
and ditches (includ ing dry ditches) as regular commuting routes and are found in a range of situations

from ruralto heaviy urbansites.
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Surveys are recommended where the proposals have the potential to result in a breach of protective
legislation listed above. Surveys can be undertaken at any time of year (however optimal timing in spring
when water levels fall and prints can be readily observed in soft mud). Surveys focus on searching for
evidence of otter presence including spraints, prints, feeding remains and otter slides. They also include

searching for resting places such as holts, couches and natal dens.

Water Vole (Arvicola amphibius

The water vole receives full protection Schedule 5 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).
Legal protection makes it an offence to intentionally kill, injure or take {capture) a water vole. Itis also an
offence to intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruct access to any structure or place

which water voles use for shelter or protectionor disturb water voles while they are using such a place.

Water vole site assessments were undertaken in accordance with:

— StrachanR. Moorhouse T, and Gelling M (2011) Water Vole Conservation Handbook.(8rd Edition)
Wwildlife Conservation Research Unit.

Water vole are usually found along water bodies that have still or slow flowing deep water with an
abundance of bankside herbaceous vegetation. Such areas include dykes, rivers, streams and drains,

but they canalso be found onisolated large ponds.

If these types of suitable features are found during a PEA, then water vole surveys are recommended.

Invasive non-native weeds

Plant species such as Japanese knotweed (Fallopiajaponica), Himalayan balsam (Impatiens glandulifera)
and giant hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum) are examples of invasive non-native weeds classified
under Part Il of Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside act 1981. Any person who causes these
species to grow or spread in the wild by dumping or other means is guilty of an offence. The plant and
the soil these species are found growing in are classified as waste material and should be treated as

such.

A simple walk over survey of the site to determine if these species are present was carried out during

the PEA. A full list of Schedule 9 species can befound atPlantlife.org
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Ecological Enhancement

In December 2024 the Department for Communities and Local Government published the Natlonal
Planning Policy Framework. This sets out planning policies on protection of biodiversity through the
planning system. The document states - opportunities to incorporate biodiversity in and around

developments should be encouraged.

For new buildings guidance such as in the following will be used:
—  WIllliams, C.{201.0) Biodlversity for Low and Zero Carbon Buildings, A Technical Guide for New Build.
Riba Publishing.

Designated Sites

Designated areas are Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) while others have been designated as
having European protection status. Local authorities can also designate areas for nature conservation

and in doing so may impose local authority byelaws to support local nature conservation objectives.

European desighated status includes Special Protection Areas (SPAs) that preserve areas for birds and
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) which provides protection for habitats and the species which

thesehabitats support.

Information of Designated Protected Areas is received through Ecological Data Searches and Magic Map

searches.
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Appendix 6 — Proposed Plans
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Appendix 9 - Building Photographs and
Potential Roost Features Plan

Table 13: Building Photographsshowing Potential Roost Features

Buiding B1

Photogra ph 1; showing no Potential
Roosting Feat ures upon the northern
aspect of Buildng B1.

Photograph 2; sho wing a missing roof
tife u pon the southern aspect of
BuidingB41.
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Photograph 3: showing no Potential
Roosting Feat ure suponthe
sout hweste rnaspect of Building Bi.

| |Photograph 4; showing no Potential
Roosting Features uponthe eastern
aspect of Building Bi.

Photograph 5; showing potential
roosting features Inthe form of areas
of lifted lead flashing upon the
j [nort hern aspect of Buiiding B2.
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Image Description

Photograph 6; showing potential
roosting features in the form of a
cracked ridge tile upon the eastern
aspect of the roof of building 82.

Photograph 7; showing render walls
and tight fitted roofing ties
presenting no potential roosting
features upon the southern aspect of
the roof of building B2.
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mage Description

Photograph 8: showing potentid
roogting featur es in the form lifted

roofing tiles u pon the western as pect
of building 82

Photograph 9: showing the nteror
roof void of building 82
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