
Brindle 
&Green 

Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 

Redwings Lodge, Baldock - Ai Southbound, 

Hinxworth 

Report Reference: BG25.250 

REVi - February 2026 

For every environment 





Document Control 

Report Name Date 

Prepared by 
Joe Allsop MSc BSc (Hons) 

29/08/2025 
Consultant Ecologist 

1st Check by 
Marc Redmond BSc (Hons) 

05/09/2025 
Consultant Ecologist 

Kerry Baker 

2nd Check by ACIEEM 11/09/2025 

Senior Ecologist 

Issued by Joe Allsop MSc BSc (Hons) 
19/09/2025 

(PDF) Consultant Ecologist 

REV1 
Emily Stone 

ACIEEM 05/02/2026 
Issued by 

Consultant Ecologist 

Revision Details 

Revision Approved Revision Details 

REV1 ES 
Amendments to Appendix 6 and project 

description following layout changes 



Project Details 

Project carried out by: 

Brindle and Green 

The Old Estate Office 

Silverhill Farm 

Radbourne 

Derby. 

DE64LY 

Head Office: 0i332 82577i 

Email: info@brindlegreen.co.uk 

Website: www.brindlegreen.co.uk 

Project carried out for: 

Redwings Lodge Limited 

c/o Shami Radia 

Redwings Lodge 

Old Great North Road 

Sawtry 

Huntingdon 

PE28 5XP 

Project site: 

Redwings Lodge 

Ai - Southbound 

Baldock, 

London Road, 

Hinxworth, 

North Hertfordshire 

Grid reference: TL 22636 38339 

W3W: inclines.tolerates.building 

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock - Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 4 



Contents 
Document Control ........................................................................................... 3 

Revision Details ............................................................................................... 3 

:I. Summary ................................................................................................. 9 

2 Introduction ......................................................................................... :1.2 

3 Methodology ........................................................................................ :1.3 

3.1 Desk Study .............................................................................................................................. 13 

3.2 Surveyors .............................................................................................................................. 13 

3.3 Survey Conditions ................................................................................................................. 13 

3.4 UK Habitat Classification Survey ......................................................................................... 13 

3.5 Site Evaluation ........................................................................................................................ 15 

3.6 Limitations .............................................................................................................................. 16 

3.7 Report Lifespan ...................................................................................................................... 16 

4 Site Context......................................................................................... ;a. 7 

4.1 Site Description ...................................................................................................................... 17 

4.2 Zone of lnfluence .................................................................................................................... 18 

5 Results ................................................................................................. 1.9 

5.1 Desk Study ........................................................... ................................................................... 19 

5.2 Habitats ................................................................ ................................................................... 21 

5.3 Fauna ....................................................................................................................................... 31 

8 Evaluat.ion ............................................................................................ 37 

6.1 Development Proposals ........................................................................................................ 37 

6.2 Desk Study Impacts ............................................................................................................... 37 

6.3 Habitats ................................................................................................................................... 37 

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock - Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 5 



6.4 Invasive Weeds ...................................................................................................................... 38 

6.5 Breeding Birds ........................................................................................................................ 38 

6.6 Bats .......................................................................................................................................... 38 

6.7 -·································································································································39 

6.8 Reptiles .................................................................................................................................... 40 

6.9 Mammal Species of Principal lmportance ............................................................................ 40 

6.10 Otter ........................................................................................................................................ 40 

6.11 Water Vole .............................................................................................................................. 41 

7 Recommendations............................................................................... 42 

7.2 Habitats ................................................................................................................................... 42 

7.3 Breeding Birds ........................................................................................................................ 43 

7.4 Roosting Bats .......................................................................................................................... 44 

7.5 Foraging and Commuting Bats .............................................................................................. 45 

7.6 -··································································································································46 

7.7 Reptiles .................................................................................................................................... 47 

7.8 Mammal Species of Principal lmportance ............................................................................ 48 

7.9 Otter ........................................................................................................................................ 49 

7.10 Water vole .............................................................................................................................. 50 

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock - Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 6 



Appendix :1 - UK Habitat Classification Plan .............................................. 52 

Appendix 2 - Plant Species Ust .................................................................. 53 

Appendix 3 - General References .............................................................. 54 

Appendix 4 - Legislation, Policy and Guidance .......................................... 58 

Appendix 5 - Legislation, Guidance and Methodology .............................. 57 

Appendix 8 - PPOposed Plans ...................................................................... 88 

Appendix 7 - MAGIC data ............................................................................ 67 

Appendix 8 - Ecological Data Search Information .................................... 88 

Appendix 9 - Building Photographs and Potential Roost Features Plan. 70 

Figures 

Figure 1: OS map of the project site and surrounding area. Red line boundary depicts application slte.17 

Figure 2: Area of Modified grassland (A) positioned within the north east of the site .................................. 22 

Figure 3: Area of Tall forbs surrounding the perpheries of the site . .............................................................. 23 

Figure 4: Area of Modified grassland (B) positioned within the south west of the site ................................. 24 

Figure 5: Small pocket of woodland within the south eastern corner of the site ........................................... 25 

Figure 6: A native line of trees (Hi -33) located behind the tall forbs on the northeastern boundary of the 

site ................................................................................................................................................................................ 27 

Figure 7: Line of trees (H2 - 33) located throughout the centre of the site ..................................................... 27 

Figure 8: Non native ornamental hedgerow (H3) at the centre of the site ...................................................... 28 

Figure 9: A native line of trees (H4 - 33) located throughout the centre of the site . ..................................... 28 

Figure 10: A line of leylandii trees (H5 - 33) located throughout the centre of the site ................................. 29 

Figure 11: Scattered Trees located within areas of tall forbs at the northwestern corner of the site .... 30 

Figure 12: Introduced shrub southerly adjacent to B2, at the centre of the site .......................................... 31 

Figure 13: Plan showing Potential Roost Features .............................................................................................. 74 

Tables 

Table 1: Ecological recommendations ...................................................................................................................... 9 

Table 2: Ecological Data Resources ........................................................................................................................ 13 

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock - Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 7 



Table 3: Defin tions of each of the six evaluation brackets, indicating the importance of each habitat type 

and an example of their possible habitat status. (Table constructed following The CIEEM EclA Guidelines, 

Terrestrial, Freshwater and Coastal (2024) pages 16 -17) ................................................................................ 15 

Table 4: Summary of Designated Sites within a 2km radius of the application site ...................................... 19 

Table 5: Summary of relevant protected and priority species records ......................................................... 20 

Table 6: UKHab Habitat Types found on site and inclusion within UK BAP/HPI habitats ............................... 2 1  

Table 7: Description of hedgerows on site ............................................................................................................ 25 

Table 8: Summary of bat roost suitability and evidence found within each of the buildings/ structures on 

site (Supporting Figures within Appendix 9) ......................................................................................................... 33 

Table 9 :  Plant Species List with DAFOR Scale ........................................................................................................ 53 

Table 10: Guideline for assessing the suitability of a structure to support roosting habitat amended from 

Collins, J (2023) .......................................................................................................................................................... 58 

Table ii: Guideline for assessing the suitability of a tree to support roosting habitat amended from 

Collins, J (2023) .......................................................................................................................................................... 59 

Table 12: Potential suitability of foraging and commuting habitat within an application boundary. Features 

should be assessed following this guide and professional judgement. Adapted from Collins, J (2023) .... 60 

Table 13: Building Photographs showing Potential Roost Features ................................................................. 70 

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock - Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 8 



.:I. Summary 

1.1.1 Bl"'indle & Gl"'een Ltd wel"'e commissioned by Redwings Lodge Limited to undel"'take a Pl"'eliminal"'y 

Ecological Appl"'aisal incol"'pol"'ating a UK Habitat (UKHab) Classification Sul"'vey and Pl"'otected 

Species Assessment at the Redwings Lodge, Ai - Southbound, Hinxwol"'th in the histol"'ic mal"'ket 

town of Baldock, Nol"'th Hel"'tfol"'dshil"'e. This l"'epol"'t summal"'ises the potential ecological 

constl"'aints to the full planning application fol' pal"'tial site cleal"'ance, in the nol"'th and west of the 

site to facilitate the development of hotel extension pl"'oviding an additional 58 new units, with 

associated cal"' pal"'klng and landscaping. The sul"'vey was cal"'l"'led out on the 16th May 2025. 

1.1.2 The l"'ed line boundal"'y/slte al"'ea Is appl"'oximately 1.02ha In extent and compl"'lses mostly of 

hal"'dstanding and two buildings (Bi and 82), SUl"'l"'ounded by al"'eas of species-pool" modified 

gl"'assland. An al"'ea of shol"'t, intensively managed, modified gl"'assland with inc!"eased species 

divel"'sity, is also pl"'esent at the nol"'theast of the site SUl"'l"'Ounded by tall fol"'bs along the nol"'thel"'n 

pel"'iphel"'ies of the site. A stand of wall cotoneastel"' (Cotoneastef' hof'izonta/is), as listed on 

schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countl"'yside Act 1981, was l"'ecol"'ded within al"'eas of intl"'oduced 

shl"'ub adjacent to building 82. The site was evaluated to suppol"'t 'Site' value on a local scale. 

1.1.3 The habitats descl"'ibed within this l"'epol"'t have the potential to suppol"'t pl"'otected and/ol"' notable 

species. As such, this l"'epol"'t outlines lmpol"'tant measul"'es to pl"'otect species dul"'lng site 

cleal"'ance, and l"'ecommendatlons to impl"'ove the biodivel"'sity status of the site post 

development. 

1.1.4 A full descl"'iption of the l"'ecommendations can be found within Chapter" 7 .  Table 1 is a summal"'y 

of the ecological issues l"'ecommended fol' ful"'thel"' considel"'ation as a l"'esult of oul"' initial 

investigations. 

Table i: Ecoog cal recommendations 

Ecological Recommendations (e.g. further survey, Timing 

Consideration mitigation) 

Habitats A Biodiversity Net Gain Report (August 2025) and Prior to submission 
completed Statutory Metric (August 2025) have 
already been compiled, and outlines the units required 
to achieve the mandatory i0% net gain. These should be 
read alongside this report and submitted as part of any 
planning application. 
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Ecological Recommendations (e.g. further survey, Timing 

Consideration mitigation) 

Water vole 

Invasive 
Species 

CEMP to safeguard suitable nearby habitats from dust Secured as a condition of 
and pollution, such as the nearby ditch 20m south of planning. 
the red line boundary, as detailed in Chapter 7 

Wall cotoneaster should be controlled / removed and During site clearance and 
disposed of appropriately by a specialist and suitably development. 
qualified contractor 
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2 Introduction 

2.1.1 The pul'pose o f  this assessment was to pl'ov ide a Pl'eliminal'y Ecological Appl' aisal o f  the site 

incol 'pol' ating a UKHab Sul'vey and Pl'otected Species Assessment to establish the likelihoo d of 

the site suppol'ting pl'otected speci es. The sul'vey pl'ovides detail on the need fo l' any additional, 

mo l'e detailed pl'otected species sul'veys, likely mitigation, and any oppol'tunities fol' 

enhancement. 

2.1.2 The site is the subject o f  the full planning application fol' pal'tial site cleal'ance to facilitate the 

develo pment of ho tel ex tensio n pl'oviding an ad ditional 51 new units, with asso ciated cal' pal'king 

and landscaping. D esign plans al'e pl'ovlded within Appendix 6 o f  this l'epol't. 

2.1.3 The legislatio n l'elevant to pl'otected species within the United Kingdom is summal'ised within 

Appendix 4 .  

2.1.4 Results and l'ecommendatio n s  contained within this l'epol't have been pl'epal'ed by an 

ex pel' ienced ecologist and al' e  thel'efol' e the view o f  Bl'indle & Gl'een Limited. The sul'v ey is based 

o n  info l'matio n pl'ovided by o ul' client, the development pl'oposals, l'esults o f  the desk study a11.d: 

o ul' sul'vey of the site. This l'epol't pel'tains to this info l'mation only. 
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3 Methodology 

3 . .1 Desk Study 

3.1.1 Table 2 lists org anisations and/or res ources us ed as part of the des k study process. Data 

reg arding any known s tatutory or n o ns tatutory s ites , in addition to any records for protected 

s p ecies , were req uested from the following s ources: 

Table 2: Ecoog cal Data Resources 

Consultant 

rts Environmental 

ords Centre (HERC) 

� Multi Agency 

cftographlc Information 

J
r the Countryside 

(MAGIC) 

3.2 Surveyors 

Requested data 

- Protected and Notable Species Records 

Local, National and International Site 

Designations 

National and International site Designations 

Granted European protected species 

Development (EPS) Licenses 

Priority Habitat Inventory 

Search 
radius 

2.0km 

2.0km 

Date 
requested 

08/08/2025 

14/08/2025 

3.2.1 The s urvey was ca rried out by Joe Alls op MSc BSc (Hons) ,  a current Q ua lifying Member of CIEEM, 

Natural England Great Crested Newt Licence (2023 11512-CL0S-GCN) ,  Cons ultant Ecologis t 

3.2.2 The s urvey was overs een by Lucinda Sweet P hD, MCIEEM Natural E ngland Bat Licence (Class 

Level 2 ,  2019 9122-CLS CLS), G reat Crested Newt L icence (Class Level 1, 2016-22852-CL SCLS), 

D irector. 

3.3 Survey Conditions 

3.3.1 The s urvey was undertaken at 11: 0 0 am on the 16th May 2025. The outs ide temperature was 

recorded as 15°C, with dry conditions , and 1/8 cloud cover. 

3.4 UK Habitat Classification Survey 

3.4.1 A UK Habitat Classification s urvey was undertaken where habitats were categ oris ed and 

mapped (Appendix 1) following the UK Habitat Class lflcatlon Vers ion 2.01 (UK Hab Ltd., 2023) to 

es tablish the presence and dis tribution of habitat types within the site and potential ecological 

constraints to development. 
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3.4.2 The UKHab System is comprised of a five-level Primary Habitat Hierarchy, with each successive 

level providing increasingly detailed descriptions of habitat parcels present onsite. The system 

encompasses all habitat types found in the UK, irrespective of scale or geographic range,  

including UK B iodiversity Action Plan P riority Habitats and Habitats Directive Annex I habitats. 

Level 1 includes the description of each major ecosystem present; Terrestrial, Freshwater, 

and Marine. 

Level 2 includes nine ecosystem types; Grassland, Woodland and Forest, Heathland and 

Shrub, Wetland, Cropland, U rban, Sparsely Vegetated Land, Rivers and L akes, and Marine 

Inlets and Transitional Waters. 

Level 3 describes the 20 broad habitat types of the nine ecosystems outlined In L evel 2.  

Examples Include Acid Grassland, Calcareous Grassland, Neutral Grassland, M odified 

Grassland, Broadleaved and Mixed Woodland, Hedgerows, and D ense Scrub. 

Level 4 expands the 20 broad habitat types of Level 3 into 85 detailed habitat types, 

including L owland Meadows, O ther N eutral Grassland, Lowland Mixed Deciduous 

Woodland, and Other woodland; M ixed .  This level also allows the separation of 46 UK 

Biodiversity Action Plan Priority habitats from other habitats of lower ecological 

significance. 

Level 5 provides a further detailed expansion to Level 4 habitat types. 119 habitats are 

described within this level including 72 habitats as listed in Annex 1 of the Habitats 

D irective. 

3.4.3 Primary habitat types are accompanied by a list of Secondary Codes, which are further 

categ orised into 'Essential' and 'Additional' codes. Each recorded habitat parcel is assigned a 

single Primary Habitat Code from Levels 2-4 and includes all Essential Secondary Code features 

relating to the habitat parcel. Additional Secondary Codes are also applied where relevant. N o  

more than six Secondary Codes are recommended per parcel (UKHabs Ltd. 2023) and a list of 

Secondary Code definitions relevant to the site have been provided within Appendix 1. Where 

additional details were req uired, Target N otes have also been provided (Appendix 2). A plant 

species list (Appendix 2) summarising all plants identified on site was produced during the survey 

and all scientific nomenclature was produced according to Stace (2010). 
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3.4.4 This survey was extended to note the potential for ha bitats on site to s upport protec ted and/or 

notable species and for evidence of any such species .  The habitats on site were ass essed for 

their suitability to support protected s p ecies in relation to the ha bita t type found a t  the s ite. Any 

inc idental sighting s or field s igns were noted at the time of s urvey. Wher e  evidence of, or the 

c o nfirmed presence of a protected species was identified, further species-s pec if ic sur veys may 

be rec ommended to ens ure that the presence or otherw ise of a legally p rotected s pecies Is fully 

c onsidered prior to the determination of any planning approval or to guide an EPS development 

licence. 

3.4.5 Hedgerows on site were ass essed following the Hedgerow Survey Handbook (DEFRA 2007) and 

defined as spec ies-rich if the s tructural species making up a s urveyed 30m s ection of hedgerow 

included at least five native w oody s pecies . Results were c ompiled and ass essed agains t 

qualifying c riteria within the Hedgerow Reg ulations (1997) and also the UK Biodiversity Action 

Plan / NERC Ac t 2006. 

3.4.6 Leg islation, g uid ance and methodology for sp ec ies r elevant to this site ar e presented In full 

w ithin Appendices 4 and 5 of this report. 

3.5 Site Evaluation 

3.5.1 Following the ec olog ical ap praisal, the site was c lassi f ied into one of s ix g roups (Table 3 ) ,  to 

Indicate whether the site is c ons id ered to hold ec olog ical value on a local, national or international 

scale. This evaluation is intended as a guide and only ta rgeted survey work can es tablish the 

s ignificance of protected s pecies populations onsite. 

Table 3: Definitions of each of the six evaluation brackets indicating the importance of each habitat type and 
an example of their possible habitat status. (Table constructed following The C EEM EclA Guidelines, Terrestrial, 
Freshwater and Coastal (2024) pages i6-i7) 

Evaluation Example of habitat or species 

Value 

International An internationally designated site or candidate site, including habitat or species included 

within Special Protection Areas (SPA) / Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Ramsar 

Sites, listed under Annex i of the Habitats Directive. 

National Sites designated at UK level, e.g. Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), supporting 

species considered nationally threatened or rare. 

A regularly occurring regionally or county significant population/number of any 

nationally important species 

A feature identified as of critical importance within Section 41 of the NERC Act (2006) .  
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3.6 

3.6.1 

3.7 

3.7.1 

Evaluation Example of habitat or species 

Value 

Regional Key Habitat type inc luded within SAP. A regular ly occurring, local ly significant number of 
a regionally important spec ies. 

County De signated sites, such as Sites of Biological Importance (SBls) or viable habitat/ spec ies 
populations of value at a county level (LBAP). 

Distric t  District level designated sites, suc h as Local  WIidiif e Sites (LWS) or habitats/ spec ies 
populations of value at a distric t (Whic h have features qualify ing for LWS status). 
Sites/features that are sc arc e within the distr ic t or whic h apprec iably enric h  the distr ic t 
habitat r esource. 

Local/Site Habitats or species populations of value in a local (i.e. within~ 5km of th e site) context. 
Habitats of poor to moder ate biolog ica l  diversity e.g. established c onifer plantations, 
species poor hedger ows and un- intensively  managed grassland which supports spec ies 
which ar e common to the local area and whose loss can be easily mitig ated. 

Limitations 

It sh ould be noted that whilst ev ery effort has been made to provide a comprehensive 

description of the site, no investig ation could ensure the complete characterisation and 

prediction of the natural env ironment. Th e protected and notable species assessment provides 

a preliminary view of the likelihood of these species occurring on site, based upon the suitability 

of the h abitats, known distribution of the species in the local area and any direct evidence on 

site. It sh ould not be taken as providing a full and definitiv e survey of any protected species 

g roup. 

Report Ufespan 

G iven the transient nature of the subject, we would consider th e survey result s contained t o  be 

accurate for up to 18 months, at the disc retion as assessed by a suitably q ualified ec ologist. 
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5 Results 

5 . .1 Desk Study 

Designated Sites 

5.1.1 The site was subjected to a s earch fo r designated s ites within a 2.0km radius o f  the site using 

data s upplied by th e Lo cal Records Centre (Harts Enviro nmental Records Centre (HERC)) and the 

o nline des k bas ed resource MAGIC. 

5.1.2 The data s upplied by HERC was received o n  th e 08/08/2025 and Is s ummaris ed with in Table 4. The 

s earch revealed one statuto ry and no no n statutory s ites with in a 2.0km radius o f  the s ite. 

5.1.3 A search o f  th e online resource Magic Maps fo und no additional s ites with Statuto ry des ignations 

within th e 2km radius search. 

Table 4: Summary of Designated Sites within a 2km radius of the application site 

Site Name Grid Ref. Status Reason for Designation Distance 

from site 

Statutory Sites 

Local 
Designated for its wildflower 

Stotfold Mill meadows with wetland of 
Tl224364 Nature 1.5kmS 

MeadowsLNR interconnected ponds and a small 
Reserve 

woodland. 

Protected Species Assessment 

5.1.4 Data supplied by HERC also included records o f  protected species . F ull datasets are presented 

within Appendix 8 of this repo rt. A summary o f  the clos es t o r  mos t  relevant records can be seen 

in Table 5. 
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Table 5: Summary of relevant protected and priority species records 

Species Grid Ref. Date Description 

Birds 

Barn owl (Tyto 
Six records of barn owl within 2 0km, of 

Confidential 06/01/2019 which the nearest record exists 1.0km east 
alba) 

of the s te. 

Swift(Apus 
15/06/2013 

Four records of swifts, with the nearest 
TL22413883 

apus) 1.3km north of the site. 

House martin 

(Dellchon TL243376 

urbicum) 

23/06/2014 
One record of house martin, 1.8km southeast 

of the s te. 

Mammals 

Hedgehog 
One record of hed og 0.85m, southeast of 

(Erlnaceus TL2343038035 07/05/2017 
�rte • 

------ ------- ----- -----------------

Noctule 

(Nycta/us TL2336 

noctu/a) 

21/07/2016 
Two records of noctule approximately 1.4km, 

south of the site. 

Common 

plpistrelle 
17/07/2017 

Eleven records within 2.0km, with the 
TL2336 

(Pipistrelfu s nearest, 1.4km south of the site. 

pipistre//us) 

Soprano 
Two records of Soprano pipistrelle within 

pipistrelle 
TL2336 12/07/2017 2.0km of the site, with the nearest 1.4km 

(Pipistrelfu s 
south. 

pygmaeus 

Serotlne 

(Eptesicus TL2336 12/07/2017 
One serotine record approximately 1.4km 

south of the site 
serotinus 

Myotisspp. TL2437 11/04/2010 
One record of a Myotis bat species, situated 

1.4km south east of the site. 

Herpetofauna 

Grass snake Two records of grass snake 1.0km, east of 
TL237385 09/06/2019 

(Natrix helvetica) the site. 

Invasive Species 

Muntjac 
One record of muntjac 1.8km, south east of 

(Muntlacus TL244376 01/03/2015 
the site 

reevesi 

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock - Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 20 



5.1.5 Magic Maps also revealed no granted EPS licences within 2.0km of the site. 

Priority Habitats 

5.1.6 Data supplied by MAGIC Includes a UKBAP pr iority hab tat inventory. MAGIC returned no priority 

habitat on or adjacent to the applic ation site. However, a T raditional orc hard Priority habitat was 

noted 10m north of the red line boundary. 

5.2 H abitats 

5.2.1 The habitat types rec orded on site are summarised below, and the freq uenc y and distribution 

of habitat types is displayed within a UKHab Survey Map (Append ix 1 and 2). 

5.2.2 Table 6 provides a list of habitat types present on site along with their inc lusion (or otherwise) as 

a National and / or Loc al Habitat of Princ ipal Importance (HPI) (Previously referred to as 

Biodiversity Ac tion Plan (BAP)) (It should be noted that additional information is inc luded within 

the text where a c la ssification under UKHab survey methodology does not mirror ha bita t types 

c o nsidered to be c onservation priorities). 

Table 6: UKHab Habitat Types found on site and inclusion within UK BAP/HPI habitats 

Habitat Type 

Modified grassland (g4 - 16, 3 2 ,  108) 

Other broadleaved woodland (wig - 30) 

Introduced Shrub (u  - 524, 847) 

Developed land; sealed surface (u1b - 804) 

Buildings (u1b5) 

Modified Grassland (g4 - .:16, 32, .:108 

Modlfled Grassland (A) 

N HPI L HPI N/A 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

5.2.3 The eastern sec tion of the site was also d ominated by modified grassland, whic h acc ounts for 

approximately 0.37ha of the red line boundary ( F igure 4).  The grassland averaging 7 spec ies per 

sq uare metre, was c onsidered to have moderate ec ologic al value. The grassland also has a 

c o nsistent sward height of <5cm, is regularly mown, and intensively managed for amenity 

purposes. Over all, no one species was c onsidered dominant, with an abundance in perennial rye 

grass (Lolium perenne) and c ommon daisy (Bellis perennis). Freq uent fesc ue (Festuc a spp.), 

c ommon mousear (Cerastium fontanum), dovesfoot c ranesbill (Geranium m o//e), c oc ksfoot 
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Hedge 

Number 

H2 ( 3 3 )  

H 3  

H4 ( 3 3 )  

H5 ( 3 3 )  

Type 

Line of trees 

( w  - 3 3 )  

Non-native and 

ornamental 

hedgerow ( h2b) 

Line of trees 

(w- 3 3 )  

Line of trees 

( w  - 3 3 )  

Dimensions 

(Approx.) 

H x W x L  

7m x 3m x  

68m 

2m x 0.75m 

x10m 

7m x 2m x  

28m 

8m x 2m x  

11m 

Description 

plum (Prunus domest/c a), and rare 

norway maple (Acer platanoides). 

A line of trees situated within the 

centre of the site s eparating two 

grass land parcels. D ominated by 

hawthorn, frequent plum and 

occas ional elm (U/mus spp. ).  

Well maintained, short non-native and 

ornamental hedgerow with the centre 

of the site. Species c ons is ted of an 

ornamental cherry/p runus (Prunus 

spp .) 

A line of trees along the s outhern 

boundary of the site. Trees were 

abundant in lilac (Syringa vulgaris), 
frequent In hawthorn ( Crataegus 

monogyna) and p lum (Prunus 

domestica), occas ional elm, dogwood 

(Cornus sanguinea) ,  hazel (C ory/us 

ave/Jana), and rare elder (Sambucus 

nigra). 

A line of trees dom inant in leylandii 

with a s mall, rare occurrence of h olly 

(/Jex aquifolium), at the s outhwes t of 

the site. 

*li kely to qualify as important under H edgerow Regulations (1997) 
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5.3.2 Woodland, sc attered trees, tree lines and hedgerows, provide su itable nesting habitat for 

g eneric passerine birds, inc luding birds of c onservation c onc ern such as dunnock (Prune/la 

modu/aris). 

5.3.3 Buildings Bi and 82 were c onsidered unsuitable for breeding birds given the good c ondition of 

the building, c urrent ac tive use as a restaurant and h otel, and the lac k of suitable acc ess points 

( suc h as open sides, ledg es, or flat roofs) for bird species upon these buildings. 

5.3.4 Based on a review of the habitat types on site and the list of bird spec ies rec orded within the 

data search, the site is c onsidered to support a limited assemblag e of bird spec ies, pertaining to 

g eneric c ommon spec ies whic h also inc ludes some spec ies c onsidered to be of hig h c onservation 

c onc ern that are either leg ally protected or UK BAP spec ies. 

Bats 

5.3.5 The data searc h returned 17 records of bats, with roost and/or foraging and c ommuting 

behaviour not disting uished. The c losest records were loc ated 1.4km south of the site pertaining 

to c ommon pipistrelle, noc tule, soprano pipistrelle, and serotine. 

Roosting Bats 

5.3.6 Broadleaved woodland, sc attered t rees, and tree lines were present throughout the site and 

supported a broadleaved woodland boundary along the western and southern boundary of the 

site. Visible trees were assessed and categorised based upon Bat Conservation Trust g uidance 

(see Appendix 5), with the woodland, tree lines, and sc attered trees within th e site boundary 

assessed to have neglig ible suitability to support roosting bats. Despite the trees being mature 

in nature, they did not support suitable c rac ks, fissures or holes to support roosting bats. 

5.3.7 Buildings 81 and 82 were assessed to support 'Low' suitability to support roosting bats. Th e 

extent of the suita bility pertained to loose, slipped, c rac ked and/or missing roof tiles and lead 

flashing providing c revices for bats t o  use on an individual and intermit tent basis. The main 

structural features of the building , and their suit ability for supporting roosting bats are 

summarised below (Table 8), and assoc iated figures can be found with Table 13 in Appendix 9. A 

potential roosting features (PRF) plan has also been Inc luded In Appendix 9.  
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not pre sent a constraint to this planning application and is no longe r conside re d within the scope 

of the scope of this report. 

Reptiles 

5.3.11 The data se arch returne d three re cords of reptiles within 2.0km of the site, all pe rtaining to a 

g rass snake (Natrix helvetica}, with the ne arest positioned approx imately 1.0km to the east of 

the site. 

5.3.12 The habitats on site were considered sub- optimal to su pport a resident population of reptiles 

due to a lack of structu ral v ariation within the short intensiv ely managed g rassland, 

hardstanding and building s across the survey area. Howev er, the tall ruderals (Tall forbs) along 

the northeast of the site may provide limited habitat for foraging and commuting individuals on 

an e pisodic basis, during periods that the g rassland Is not dist urbe d by membe rs of the public. 

Mammal Species of Principal Importance 

5.3.13 The NERC Act 2006, Section 41 highlig hts 17 species of principal importance within England. 

Western European Hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus) 

5.3.14 The habitats on site were considered conducive to supporting We stern European hedgehog . 

Habitats including the tree lines, tall forbs, sm all woodland, and scattered trees provide suitable 

foraging , refuge and commuting habitats for this species, and may also be suitable for 

hibernating hedgeh ogs. 

Otter 

5.3.15 The data search returne d no re cords of otter within 2.0km of the site . A small ditch was noted 

within the 30m zone of influe nce of the red line boundary, approximate ly 20m, offsite to the 

south. The ditch, known as 'Cat D itch' was u nable to be accessed during the initial site visit, due 

to health and safety concerns and access permissions. However, the ditch could be considered 

to provide potentially suitable habitat for this species, and the adjacent habitats including tree 

line s surrounding the stream provide s a suitable potential habitat for holts and couches. 

Furtherm ore, these adjacent habitats are not within the re d line boundary and lead away from 

the site to the southeast, with ex isting adjacent habitat onsite pertaining to the hardstanding car 

park. The refore, it is conside re d  possible that otte r could be present within this ditch and the 

surrounding habitat offsite, however otte r are unlikely  to be present within the red line 

boundary itself due to lack of suitable onsite habitat. 
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Water Vole 

5.3.16 The data search returned no current records of water vole (Arvlco/a amphlbius) within 2.0km of 

the site. However, one historic record dated from 1993 was noted 1.8km northwest of the site 

boundary. The ditch, 20m south of the site, known as 'Cat Ditch' was unable to be accessed 

during the initial site visit, due to health and safety concerns and access permissions. However, 

the ditch could be considered to provide potentially suitable habitat for this species. Suitable 

habitat for these species was not present within the south of the red line boundary, which is 20m 

from this ditch and pertained only of a hard standing car park. 

5.3.17 Therefore, it is considered possible that water vole could be present within this ditch and the 

surrounding habitat offsite within the wider landscape, however water vole are unlikely to be 

present within the red line boundary itself due to lack of suitable onsite habitat. 
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G Evaluation 

6 . .1 Development Proposals 

6.1.1 The s ite Is the subjec t of the full planning application for the partial s ite  clearance to fac ilitate the 

development of hotel extension providing an additional 58 new units , wit h associated c ar parking 

a n d  la ndscaping. D esign plans are provided within Appendix 6 of this report. 

6.2 Desk Study Impacts 

6.2.1 D irec t impacts on nearby des ignated sites as a res ult of the pro posed development are 

c ons idered unlikely. The s it e  supports habitats of low value, namely hardst andlng, buildings, 

modified grassland, ta ll forbs, sc attered trees and ornamenta l hedgerow. One designated site, 

Stotfold Mill Meadows Loc al Nature Reserve {LNR) was present 1.5km south from the site. 

However, due t o  the sc ope and small sc ale of the initial proposals set out for the site {Appendix 

6), it is c onsidered tha t the extent of the development proposals is c ontained within the site 

boundary. Ther efor e, any direct and/or indirect impact s t o  nearby designated sites are 

c ons idered highly unlikely. 

6.2.2 The site lies within an Impact R isk Z one {IRZ) for Southill Lake and Wood Sit e of Special Scientific 

Interes t  (SSSI), however, the proposed development is not an infras tructure projec t and 

therefore does not meet the c riteria for  the IRZ . As s uc h  no further ac tion is req uired. 

6.3 Habitats 

6.3 .1 The habitats on site have been ev aluated as having 'Site' v alue in relation t o  the immed iate 

s u rroundings and a regional c ontext. 

6.3.2 The site was dominated by ha rdstanding, building and modified grass land. Smal l  a r eas of tall 

forbs were noted around the peripheries of the northern and eastern bounda ry, with a series 

o f  sc attered t rees and tree lines. The two areas modified gra ssland, and tall forbs are t o  be 

part ially r emoved by the proposals, t o  fac iltate the c ar park extension and, as out lined within 

Appendix 6. 

6.3 .3 In England, B iodiv ersit y Net Gain (BNG) is mand ator y from February 2024 under Sc hedule 7 A of 

the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, as inserted by Sc hedule 14 of the E nvironment Act. 

Therefore, the site mus t undergo a Biodivers ity Net Gain ass essment, further det ails of which 

a r e  provided in Chapter 7 .  
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6.3.4 Although not present onsite, a ditch, known as 'Cat ditch', was 20m south of the red line 

boundary. Direct impacts to this offsite ditch, as a result of the development are not anticipated, 

however indirect impacts to this offsite habitat could occur through dust and pollution during 

the construction phase. As a result, Chapter 7 also provides recommendations relating to the 

need for appropriate protection measures for nearby offslte habitats. 

6.4 Invasive Weeds 

6.4.1 Schedule 9 species, wall cotoneaster were observed throughout site, as part of the ornamental 

planting. The spread of these species into the 'wild' (deemed to be outside the site boundary) 

should be prevented and controlled. Chapter 7 provides recommendations pertaining to the 

removal and control of wall cotoneaster from the site. 

6.5 Breeding Birds 

6.5.1 All wild birds, their eggs and nests are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 

(as amended) which makes It an offence to lntentlonaily klll, Injure, or take any wild bird whilst 

nesting, or take, damage or destroy the nest of any such bird while in use or being built. In 

addition, species listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 or their dependant 

young are afforded additional protection from disturbance whilst they are at their nests. 

6.5.2 The vegetation on site was considered to provide suitable nesting and foraging habitat for 

common bird species. The woodland and scattered trees onsite, suitable for nesting birds, are 

to be retained as a result of the proposals, with only the partial removal of modified grassland, 

tree line, and tall forbs. These habitats on site are of low value and locally frequent, as such the 

impact of the loss of these habitats is short term and can be offset through postconstruction 

landscaping. 

6.5.3 However, In the absence of mitigation direct or indirect Impacts on individual birds, their young, 

eggs and habitats could occur during site clearance. Chapter 7 provides recommendations 

relating to the need for precautionary working methods to safeguard this species group during 

vegetation clearance. 

6.8 Bats 

6.6.1 All bats in the United Kingdom and their habitats are fully protected under the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), and the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 

2017 (as amended). It is an offence to damage or destroy any bat roost, intentionally or 
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6.10.2 Suitable habitat pertaining to an offsite ditc h was pr esent, 20m so uth o f  the red line boundary 

site, with connection to suitable habitats within the wider landscape leading away from the site 

bo undar y. It is considered unlikely that the pro po sals wo uld r esult in dir ec t impac ts to otter 

and/or habitat suitable fo r t his spec ies. Ho wever, indir ect impacts suc h as dust and po llut io n into 

the wat ercourse may occur during constructio n wor ks. 

6.10.3 Chapter 7 sets out r ecommendatio ns for pr ec autionar y pro tectio n  measures to ensur e that 

po tential otter habitat is protec ted ag ainst indirec t impacts such as dust and po llution o f  the 

watercourse. 

6.11 Water Vole 

6.11.1 Water vo le ar e fu lly protec ted under Sc hedule 9 of the Wi ldlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 

amended). 

6.11.2 Suitable habitat pertaining to an offsite ditc h was pr esent, 20m so uth o f  the red line bo undary 

site, with connection to su itable habitats within the wider landscape leading away fro m the site 

bo undar y. 

6.11.3 It is considered unlikely that the proposals wo uld r esult in dir ec t impac ts to water vo le and/or 

habitat suitable for this sp ecies. Ho wever, indirect impac ts suc h as dust and po llutio n into the 

watercourse may occur during construction wor ks. 

6.11.4 Chapter 7 sets out r ecommendations fo r pr ec autionar y protec tio n measur es to ensur e that 

water vo le habitat is protec ted ag ainst indir ect impac ts suc h as dust and po llutio n o f  within the 

watercourse. 
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7 
7.1.1 

7.1.2 

Recommendations 

The site should be the subjec t to further reasonable avoidanc e  measures whic h should be 

detailed and implemented du ring the c onstruction phase of the proposed development. 

This survey can be used to guide the Master Plan layout to ensure that mitig ation is employed to 

retain and enhanc e local biodiversity where possible. Efforts should be made to support N ational 

and Local B iodiversity Action P l ans, achieve a 10% Biodiversity N et Gain P ost development and 

seek opportunities to inc orporate ec ologic al enhancements within the proposed development 

as detailed within the National P lanning Polic y F ramework (February 2025), whic h seeks 

biodiversity enhanc ements through the planning process, and the Environment Act 2021. 

7 .2 Habitats 

Habitats Timing 

Recommendations 

The site should be subjected to a Biodiversity impact Assessment to During design stage 

ascertain habitat value and number of post development units to 

achieve a minimum mandatory 10% net gain. 

A Construction and Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) for During construction 

biodiversity should be implemented and secured by condition of 

consent, to safeguard offsite habitats such as the ditch 20m south of 

the red line boundary. 

Enhanoement Prescriptions 

Soft landscaping proposals should seek to include areas of open space During design stage 

to be enhanced with native planting for the benefit of biodiversity, 

guided by a biodiversity impact assessment to achieve a minimum 10% 

net gain. 
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7 .3 Breeding Birds 

Breeding Birds Timing 

Recommendations 

Trees, tree lines, and hed gerows on site provide  suitab le habitat for 
b reeding birds. 

Works outside  of the breeding 
se ason (Oct-Feb) 

Give n their protection, development must be symp at he tic to the value 
of th is habitat and potential imp acts on breeding birds, their eggs, 
nests and young. The breeding b ird se ason is generally accepted as 
being b etween M arch and September. Consideration and 
imp le mentation must be gi ve n to the fo l lowing options most 
app ropriate to the scheme. 

If unachievable, follow steps in 
recommendation. 

a) Undertake vegetation clearance between the months of October 
and Feb ruary wher e possible. 

b) C lear ance between the months of March and September sh ould 
b e  subjected to a search for active b irds' nests 24 hours prior to 
commencement of works. 

Enhancement Prescriptions 

Soft landscap ing p roposals sh ould seek to include areas of open space During design stage 
to b e  enh anced with native p l anting for the benefit of biodiversity, 
guided by a biod iversity imp act assessment. 

Three Woodstone Estella H ouse Sparrow Nest Box (or similar During const ruction 
app roved) should be erected onto or Integrated Into th e fabric of the 
new hotel building, at a minimum height of 2 3m, out of direct sunlight, 
facing In a north - easterly direction. 

Two Swift Woodstone Bu ld-In Swift b oxes, could also b e  or Integrated 
into th e fabric of the new hotel b uild ing, at a minimum height of 2 3 m  (or 
three courses below the apex) , out of direct sunlight, facing in a north 
- easterly d irection. 
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7 .4 Roosting Bats 

Roosting Bats Timing 

Recommendations 

Building Bi and B2 wa s assessed to hold 'Low' su itability for roosting 
bats. 

Low Suitability Buildings: One 
su rvey between May  -
Au gust. 

B uilding Bi is due to b e  reta ined and unimpacted b y  the proposals, and 
therefore no further survey would be requ ired upon this building. Surveys to b e  ca rried out in 

su itab le weather conditions 
Therefore, one further presence/likely absence surveys are and req uired prior to 
recommended upon building B2, which cou ld b e  impacted by the determi nation of applica tion. 
development. 

If evidence of roosting bats is found, then survey results will (be 
increased to three vi sits) Inform a license from Natural England. 

Retained trees/bu ildings with suitability sh ould ha ve indirect During and post development 
disturba nce prevented by employing a sensitive ligh ting scheme during 
construction works, and a rti ficia l  security lighting should not be 
insta lled post construction in a wa y which directs lighting towards the 
notable trees (Appendi x 1). 

Enhancement Prescriptions 

Two B eaumaris bat boxes cou ld b e  erected onto the external fabric of During construction 
new building, positioned on a sou t h western elevation a t  a height of at  
least 5 metres with an unobstructed flight pa th. 
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7 .5 Foraging and Commuting Bats 

Foraging and Commuting Bats 

Recommendations 

The extent of d isturbance to foraging and commuting bats within the 
area should be reduced where possible by employin g a se nsitive 
lig hting scheme during construction works, and artificial security 
l ighting should not be installed post construction in a way which d irects 
lig hting toward s  the hed ge bound aries and mature trees. 

If lighting is req uired, a schem e should be devised and positioned to 
have minimal d isturbance following the guid ance of an ecolog ist . Any 
lig hting used during the development should be d irected away from the 
nort h-western bo und ary w ith overspill le ss than ilux (Ideally O) ont o 
suitable habitats. 

Enhanoement Prescriptions 

Soft land scaping proposals sh ould seek to incorporate native tree and 
shrub species w herever possible, which are beneficial to native 
invertebrate species, the prim ary component of UK bat species' diets. 
P lanting should consider spe cies that attract nightflying insects such 
as night-scented stock (Matthiola longlpetala) and evening primrose 

( Oenothera blennls). 

Timing 

During and post d evelopment 

During design st age 
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7. 7 Reptiles 

Reptiles Timing 

Recommendations 

The following reasonable avoidance measures should be followed 

during the construction phase to prevent reptiles colonising any 

potential habitat incidentally created by spoil, open trenches or 

arisings. 

During active reptile season 

between March - September 

in conditions where reptiles 

are most active. 
- Any tall grass, ruderal, or tall forb vegetation to be directionally 

strimmed in a two-phase process during the active season (March 
-October) to allow for any potential herptiles to disperse, the first 

cut to reduce the height to 30cm, then the second cut to 10·15cm. 
- All materials to be stored off the ground (for example on pallets) to 

minimise the likelihood of herptiles accessing them for refugia. 
- All spoil/waste materials to be removed from site at the end of each 

working day (or stored in a skip). 

If any evidence of reptiles is uncovered during development works, 

then works should cease and the advice of an ecologist sought. 

Enhancement Prescriptions 

Use of native shrubs in soft landscaping proposals will provide benefits During design stage 

on site for native fauna post-development. 
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7 .8 Mammal Species of Principal Importance 

Mammal Species of Principal Importance Timing 

Recommendations 

Hedgehogs may use the site for foraging or commuting purposes. During clearance 

development 

The recommended reasonable avoidance measures should be 

followed: 

Any temporarily exposed open pipes are to be capped to 

prevent hedgehogs or brown hare gaining access. 

Undertake works during daylight hours. 

The vegetation should be checked prior to removal. 

Search areas of deadwood, brash, and discarded items by 

hand before removing. 

If burning any cleared vegetation, carry out immediately after 

piling to prevent hedgehogs moving In prior to burning. 

Any exposed excavations to be left overnight are to be 

covered at the end of each working day, or include a means of 

escape for any fallen animals (e.g., a scaffolding plank). 

Enhancement Prescriptions 

The Inclusion of 'hedgehog highways' should be implemented into the During design stage 

design of the proposed gardens whereby a 13cm x 13cm hold should 

be cut Into the base of fences creating a corridor across the site for 

hedgehogs. 
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7.9 Otter 

Otter Timing 

Recommendations 

The proposed development has the potential to indirectly negatively 

Impact otter that may be utilising the watercourse 20m from the site. 

Details on the exact extent of construction area of the proposed 

development are not available at this stage, however: 

Where possible, a 10m buffer should be established between Preconstruction, as an 

construction activities associated with the proposed appropriately 

development and the adjacent watercourses. This will naturally planning condition 

be achieved given the red line boundary Is 20m from the 

watercourse. 

Watercourses should also be protected during construction 

works to avoid harm/disturbance to this species. Measures to 

achieve this should be outlined within a Construction 

Environmental Management Plan (CEMP). The CEMP should 

Include dust and pollution prevention measures to ensure 

Indirect Impacts to potential otter habitat are mitigated. 

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock - Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 

worded 

49 



7 .:1.0 Water vole 

Water vole Timing 

Recommendations 

The proposed development has the potential to indirectly impact water 

vole that may be utilising the watercourse 20m from the site. 

Details on the exact extent of construction area of the proposed 

development are not available at this stage, however: 

Where possible, a 10m buffer should be established between Preconstruction, as an 

construction activities associated with the proposed appropriately 

development and the adjacent watercourses. This will naturally planning condition 

be achieved given the red line boundary is 20m from the 

watercourse. 

Watercourses should also be protected during construction 

works to avoid harm/disturbance to this species. Measures to 

achieve this should be outlined within a Construction 

Environmental Management Plan (CEMP). The CEMP should 

include dust and pollution prevention measures to ensure 

Indirect Impacts to potential water vole habitat are mitigated. 

BG25.250 Redwings Lodge, Baldock - Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 

worded 

50 



7 .:l:l Invasive species 

Invasive Species -Wall Cotoneaster Timing 

Recommendations 

Wall cotoneaster should be controlled / removed and disposed of 

appropriately by a specialist and suitably qualified contractor 

During site clearance and 

development. 
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Appendix 2 - Plant Species List 

Table 9: Plant Species List with DAFOR Scale 

Scientifc nomenclature follows Stace (2010) fop vascular' plant speces and common names follow BSB List of BP tish & 
Irish Vascular' Plants and St0neworts. 

Please note that this plant species list was generated as part of a UKHab survey and does not constitute a full botan cal 
survey. 

Abundance was estimated using the DAFOR scale as follows: 

D = dominant, A = abundant F = frequent 0 = occasonal, R = raPe, LF = locally frequent 

Common Name Scientific Name Estimated 
Abundance 

(DAFOR) 
Annual Meadow Grass Poa annua F 

Black Medic Medlcago lupullna R 
Boxwood Buxus sempervlrens R 
Bramble Rubus frutlcosus agg R 

Bulbous Buttercup Ranunculus bu/bosus R 
Common Daisy Bel/ls perennls A 
Common Nettle Urtlca dlolca R 

Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens 0 
Creeping Thistle Cirsium arvense R 

Dandelion Taraxacum officinale agg. R 
Dogwood Cornus sanguinea 0 

Dovesfoot Cranesbill Geranium molle 0 
Elder Sambucus nigra R 
Elm Ulmusspp. 0 

False Brome Brachypodium sylvaticum 0 
Greater Burdock Arctium lappa R 

Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna LF 
Hazel Cory/us avellana 0 
Holly I/ex aquifolium R 

Laurel Prunus/aurocerasus R 
Lesser Plantain Plantago lanceo/ata 0 

Leylandii Cupressus x /eylandii LF 
Lilac Syringa vulgaris LF 

Norway Maple Acer platanoides R 
Ornamental Prunus Prunusspp. R 
Perennial Rye Grass Loi/um perenne D 

Plum Prunus domestlca LF 
Scots Pine Plnus sy/vestrls R 
Wall Barley Hordeum murlnum R 

Yarrow Ach/1/ea m/1/efollum 0 
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Appendix 

Guidance 

4 Legislation, Policy and 

Articles of British wildlife and countryside legislation, policy guidance and both Local and National 
Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPs) are referred to. The articles of legislation are: 

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) 

Department for Communities and Local Government. National Planning Polley Framework. (2024) 

EC Council Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds 79/409/EEC 

The Protection of �et 1992 

The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (Including National and Local Biodiversity 

Action Plan (LBAP / HPI)) 

Hedgerow Regulations 1997 

The Environment Act 2021 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 
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Appendix 5 

Methodology 

Legislation, Guidance and 

Breeding Birds 

All nesting birds are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, which ma kes it a n  offence 

to intentionally kill, injur e or ta ke any wild bir d or ta ke, damag e  or destroy its nest whilst in use or being 

built, or take or destroy its eggs. In addition, for species listed on Sch edu le 1 of th e Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 I t  I s  an offence to Intentionally or recklessly cause disturbance at, on or near an 

' activ e' nest. 

The bir d br eed ing season Is typically accepted to star t In F ebr uary/Mar ch and continue through until 

September /October, however breeding bir ds ca n be found al l  year r ound depending on the given species 

and clima tic conditions. 

A sites ha bitat composition, loca lity, association to designated sites a s  well a s  current usag e and 

ma nagement are all considered in the decision as to wh ether further bir d r ela ted surveys are r equired. 

In addition, surveys may be r ecommended based on incidental bird records collected during a 

Preliminar y Ecological Appraisal, species Identified within an ecological data sear ch or target species 

listed within a local biodiver sity action plan. 

Bird surveys are carried out in accordance with: 

Gilbert G, Gibbons OW, Evans J .  (1998) Bird Monitoring M ethods. RSPB. 

Bats 

Roosting Bats 

All bats In the United K ing dom and their habitats are fully pr otected under the Wildlife and Countr yside 

Act 1981 (as amended), and the Conserv ation of Habitats and Species Reg ulations 2017 (as amended). It 

is a n  offence to damage or destr oy any bat r oost, intentionally or r eck lessly obstruct a ba t r oost, 

delibera tely, intentionally or recklessly disturb a ba t or intentionally kill, injure or ta ke any ba t. 

Area s of concer n; ca n be encounter ed in ma ny types of str ucture and car e  sh ould therefore be ta ken 

wh en undertaking ma intenance or demolition of suitable str uctures and tr ees. 
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Site assessments of buildings, commuting and foraging habitat and trees are undertaken in accordance 

with: 

Collins, J .  (ed.) (2023) Bat Surveys for Professional Ec ologists: Good Prac tic e Guidelines, (4th 

edition). Bat Conservation Trust, London. ISBN-978-1-7395126 0-6 (Table 10,  Table 11 and Table 12). 

Preliminary Ecological Surveys look for evidence of bat presence such as feeding remains, bat 

droppings, roosting individuals and staining around potential access points. The suitability of site 

features are also assessed because absence of bat evidence, is not confirmation of a negative result. 

Within tree s, fe ature s searche d for inc lude; natural holes ,  woodpecke r holes, c rac ks/splits in major 

limbs, loose bark, hollows, and dense cover of ivy over the tree. If evidence is found, or a building 

supports features c onducive to supporting roosting bats then further presence/ absenc e  bat surveys 

and/or roost characterisation surveys will be recommended. 

Foraging and Commuting bats 

Habitat features on site are assessed for their suitability to support foraging and c ommuting bat 

populations. T his assessment is Independent from the suitability of the site to support roosting bats, and 

provides information on the likeliness of bat foraging ac tivity within the local environment, and the 

dependence of individuals on these features for commuting to alternative roosting s tes, foraging and 

migration. 

Table 10: Guideline fo r assessin g the suitability of a structure to support roosting habitat amended from Colli ns J (2023) 

Catego .. y Description of Roosting Habitat Numbe.. of additional 

presence / absence surveys 

required 

None 

Negligible 
Suitability 

Low Suitability 

No ha bita t features on site likely to be used by roosting None 
bats at any time of year (complete absence of potentia l 
roosting features). 

Suitable cavities ma y exist, but these are less tha n  None 
ideal.  Uncertainty remains as bats can use these 
features on occasion. 

A structure with one or more potential roost sites tha t One survey between May and 
could be used by individua l ba ts opportunistica l ly.  The August 
feature and surrounding ha bita t do not provide 
enough shelte r ,  c onditions* space for la rger roost 
types such a s  a maternity or hibernation roost. 
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Category Description of Roosting Habitat Number of additional 

presence / absence surveys 

required 

Moderate 

Suitability 

High Suitability 

Confirmed 

A structure considered to have one or more potential 

roost sites that could be used by bats due to their size, 

shelter, protection, conditions* and surrounding 

habitat but are unlikely to support a roost of high 

conservation status (With regard to roost type only 

assessments are made irrespective of species 

conservation status, which is established after 

presence Is confirmed). 

Two surveys between May and 

September (with at least one 

survey undertaken between May 

and August). Surveys should be 

spaced at least 3 weeks apart. 

A structure with one or more potential roost sites that Three surveys between May and 

are obviously suitable for use by larger numbers of September (with at least two 

bats on a more regular basis and potentially for longer surveys undertaken between May 

periods of time due to their size, shelter, protection, and August). Surveys should be 

conditions* and surrounding habitat. spaced at least 3 weeks apart. 

This category is where positive evidence of bats has 

been recorded. For example, bats are found; bat 

droppings may be present at a suitable location for 

roosting bats; existing bat records may be associated 

with the structure. 

• In th s context conditions refers to the level of disturbance. light, height above ground, temperature, and humidity etc 

Table 11: Gu deline for assessing the suitability of a tree to support roosting habitat amended from Colli ns J (2023) 

INITIAL STAGE (Site scoping/PEA/PAA) 

Category Description Survey effort to establish the 

presence/absence of bats 

NONE 

FAR 

PRF 

Either no PRFS in the tree or unlikely to be any None 

Further assessment required to establish if Ground Level Tree Assessment (GLTA) to 

PRFs are present in the tree 

A tree with at least one PRF present 

further assess suitability 

Ground Level Tree Assessment (GLTA) to 

further assess suitability 

DETAILED STAGE (PEA/PRA/GL TA) 

PRF· 1 PRF only suitable for individual bats or small None - precautionary method of works 

numbers of bats due to size or lack of suitable for removal and provision of roosting 

surrounding habitats compensation 
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INITIAL STAGE (Site scop ing/PEA/PRA) 

Category Description Survey effort to establish the 

presence/absence of bats 

PRF-M 

Known roost 

PRF suitable for multiple bats and ma y Three Climbing inspection surveys for 
therefo re  be used by a matern ity colony 

Known roo st present thro ugh local records, 
ev idence, sightings, etc 

features to be undertaken May to 
September with a t  least 2 May to August. 
Surveys should be 3 weeks apart. 

If climbing and inspection not possible, 3 
dusk emergence surveys with NV A s  (Night 
Vision Aids) to be undertaken May to to 
September with a t  least 2 May to August. 
Surv e y s  should be 3 weeks apart. 

Should a maternity colony be confirmed 
less invasive methods, such a s  dusk 
emergence survey with NV As should 
employed. 

Three C limbing inspection surveys for 
features to be undertaken May to 
September with at least 2 May to August. 
Surveys should be 3 weeks apart. 

If climbing and inspection not possible, 3 
dusk emergence surveys with NV As (Night 
Vision Aids) to be undertaken Ma y to to 
September with at least 2 May to August. 
Surveys should be 3 weeks apart. 

Should a ma ternity colony be confirmed 
less invasive methods, such as dusk 
emergence survey with NVAs should 
employed. 

Table i2: Pot ent ial suitability of foraging and commuting habitat within en application boundary. Features should be 
assessed foll owng this g ud e  and professional judgement. Adapted from Collins J (2023) 

Category Description of commuting and foraging habitat Survey effort to establish the value 

of commuting and foraging habitat** 

Negligible 
Suitability 

Negligible ha bitat features on site likely to be used by None 
commuting or foraging ba ts. 
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Each i dentified pond (Access perm tting) i s  subjected to a Habitat Suitability Index (HSI) assessment 

providing a score for each pond. Thi s survey should be undertaken during the summer peri od to be fully 

accurate, however assumpti ons can be made out of season to guide survey recommendations. 

Reptiles 

Two speci es of reptile, the sand lizard and smooth snake, and thei r habitats are fully protected under 

Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Country side Act 1981. All other native British reptiles are protected 

agai nst i ntentional killing and i njury. 

British reptiles are found i n  exposed, undisturbed areas, such as areas without culti vation wi th di ffering 

areas of grassland sward length. Sui table areas i nclude abandoned sand quarries, fallow farmland land, 

heathland, post i ndustri al land, railway corridors etc. If these types of suitable features are found then 

further reptile surveys are recommended. 

Edgar P, Foster J and Baker J (2010) Reptile Habi tat Management Handbook. Amphi bi an and Reptile 
Conservation, Bournemouth. 

Gent T and Gibson S (2003) Herpetofauna Workers M anual. JNCC, Peterborough. 

Otter (Lutrs lutrs) 

Otters are fully protected as a E uropean P rotected Speci es (EPS) under the Habitat R egulati ons 2 0 17 (as 

amended) and are also li sted under Schedule 5 and 6 of the WIi diife & Country side Act 1981 (as amended). 

Their legal protections make It an offence to, recklessly or Intentionally, capture, kill disturb or Injure 

otters, to damage or destroy a breedi ng or resting place ( holt), to obstruct access to a place of rest or 

shelter and to possess, sell, control or transport li ve or dead otters or parts thereof. 

Habi tat assessments for otters were i nformed by: 

Chanin P (2003b) Monitori ng the Otter Lutra lutra. Conserving Natura 2000 Rivers Monitoring 
Series No 10 

Otters have been recorded uti li sing almost every type of water body and watercourse i n  the UK i ncluding 

rivers, streams, canals, lakes and ponds and although most populati ons i n  England and Wales are usually 

restricted to freshwater, coastal populati ons are present i n  Scotland. They wi ll also use small streams 

and dtches (including dry di tches) as regular commuti ng routes and are found in a range of situations 

from rural to heavily urban si tes. 
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Surveys are recommended where the proposals have the potential to result in a breach of protective 

legislation listed above. Surveys can be undertaken at any time of year (however optimal timing in spring 

when water levels fall and prints can be readily observed in soft mud). Surveys focus on searching for 

evidence of otter presence including spraints, prints, feeding remains and otter slides. They also include 

searching for resting places such as halts, couches and natal dens. 

Water Vole (Arvicola amphibius 

The water vole receives full protection Schedule 5 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). 

Legal protection makes it an offence to intentionally kill, injure or take (capture) a water vole. It is also an 

offence to intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruct access to any structure or place 

which water voles use for shelter or protection or disturb water voles while they are using such a place. 

Water vole site assessments were undertaken in accordance with: 

Strachan R.  Moorhouse T, and Gelling M (2011) Water Vole Conservation Handbook.(3rd Edition) 

Wildlife Conservation Research Unit. 

Water vole are usually found along water bodies that have still or slow flowing deep water with an 

abundance of bankside herbaceous vegetation. Such areas include dykes, rivers, streams and drains, 

but they can also be found on Isolated large ponds. 

If these types of suitable features are found during a PEA, then water vole surveys are recommended . 

Invasive non-native weeds 

Plant species such as Japanese knotweed (Fallopiajaponica), Himalayan balsam (Impatiens g/andu/ifera) 

and giant hogweed (Herac/eum mantegazzianum) are examples of invasive non-native weeds classified 

under Part II of Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside act 1981. Any person who causes these 

species to grow or spread In the wild by dumping or other means is guilty of an offence. The plant and 

the soil these species are found growing in are classified as waste material and should be treated as 

such. 

A simple walk over survey of the site to determine if these species are present was carried out during 

the PEA. A full list of Schedule 9 species can be found at Plantlife.org 
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Ecological Enhancement 

In December 2024 the Department for Communities and Local Government published the National 

Planning Policy Framework. This sets out planning policies on protection of biodiversity through the 

planning system. The document states - opportunities to incorporate biodiversity in and around 

developments should be encouraged. 

For new buildings guidance such as in the following will be used: 

WIiiiams, C. (2010) Biodiversity for Low and Zero Carbon Buildings, A Technical Guide for New Build. 

Riba Publishing. 

Designated Sites 

Designated areas are Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) while others have been designated as 

having European protection status. Local authorities can also designate areas for nature conservation 

and in doing so may impose local authority byelaws to support local nature conservation objectives. 

European designated status Includes Special Protection Areas (SPAs) that preserve areas for birds and 

Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) which provides protection for habitats and the species which 

these habitats support. 

Information of Designated Protected Areas is received through Ecological Data Searches and Magic Map 

searches. 
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